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OF THE 


FT E R having given to the 
Publick a Paraphraſe on St. 


AUTHOR. 
Paul's Epiſtles, which ex- 


A plains to the beſt of my 


Power, the admirable Truths contain'd 
therein ; as well thoſe that are the Ob- 
jects of our Faith, as thoſe that ſerve 
for the Conduct of our Lives ; I for 
a long time had a Deſign in my 
Thoughts, which ſeem'd exceeding 
difficult (if not wholly impracticable) 
in the Execution : And that was, to 
render theſe ſublime Truths ſerviceable 
to the Heart, by Means of the Aﬀe- 
ctions that might be kindled there, and 
A 2 to 
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to reduce-into a Form of Prayer the 
Apoſtolick Doctrine, which appears 
but jejune and dry, while it reſts in 
Speculation only. | 

I conſider d that under the preſent 
weak and ſinful State of Man, it is 
not enough for him barely to know 
his Duty; bur alſo to Will that which 
he knows, and to perform that which 
he Wills. Now as the Knowledge of 
his Duty proceeds from the Grace of 
God, which * cw his Underſtah- 
ding; ſo the Practice of it depends on 
the ſame divine Inflaence on his Will, 
which gently moves and inclines it to 
Good, without offering any the leaſt 
Force and Violence thereto. Prayer, 
without doubt, is the ordinary and moſt 
efficacious Means of obtaining that di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, by which our weak 
and languid Wills are ſtirred up to act 
conformably to the Dictates of -our 
Underſtanding ; for which Reaſon our 
bleſſed Saviour tells us, that Men ought 
atways to pray, and not to faint. But 
when he ſays this, we muſt not fo un- 
derſtand him as if he ſpoke in general 


of all kinds of Prayer; ſince there is 
| x one 
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one that ſerves only to kindle the di- 
vine Diſpleaſure, and another that ap- 
peaſes the Wrath of God, and procures 
an eaſy Return of what we fue for. 
The Phariſce and Publican offer'd u 
their Prayers to one and the ſame God, 
in the ſame Temple, and in the exte- 
rior Profeſſion of the ſame 7ewiſh Re- 
ligion ; and yet but one of them re- 
turn'd juſtified, becauſe the one had 
prayed to God in a fit and becoming 
manner; whereas the other, inſtead of 
praying as he onghr, falls into a ful- 
ſome Panegyrick on his own Works, 
and a ſevere Condemnation of his 
Neighbour. * If, ſays St. Auguſtin, 
Wwe enquire what it is he pray d for, 
*« we ſhall find by his Form of Ad- 
** dreſs, that he ask'd nothing at all. 
He went up to the Temple to pray, 
and never thought of making the 
*© leaſt Requeſt to God.” But this O- 
miſſion perhaps was the leaſt Part of 
his Offence; for he goes on yet farther 
to blazon his own Performances, and 
cauſeleſly to inſult and vilify a truly 
humble Penitent; which ſhews that 
Pride had got Poſſeſſion of his Heart, 
12 and 
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gians, (who aſcrib'd to the human Will 
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and carried him to its greateſt Lengths: | | 
For he praiicd his own Works, with- 


thor of them, without requeſting of | 
him the Grace of Perſeverance, with- 
out making any good Ule of the Pub- 
lican's good Example, who had ſuffi- 
ciently inſtructed him in his Duty; and 
without conſidering in the leaſt that 
he had treſpaſs'd on the Nature of 
Prayer, which thould make us ſenſible 
both of our own wretched Indigence, 
and the Riches of the divine Goodnels, 
from whence all our Mercies are deri- 
ved, and to which they are ultimately 
to be reſolv'd. 

Therefore the ſame holy Father, in 
condemning the Impiety of the Pela- 


the Power of doing good, and of re- 
ſiſting evil, without the concutring 
Aids of divine Grace) makes Uſe of 
the Lord's Prayer, and other common 
Prayers of the Church, in which we 
beg of God to enable us both to do 
good, and avoid evil; and ſufficiently 
proves from them, that we have not 
in our ſelves the Power of willing, and 

much 
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much leſs of doing the one, or avoiding 
the other, without the aſſiſting and 
co-operating Grace of God: Ir being 
a ridiculous, not to ſay impious, Thing, 
ro demand of God, ro do that in us, 
which we are able to do without him; 
ro do that for us, which in Reality he 
never does, and what (as the Pelagiaus 
ſay) he cannot do, without doing ma- 
nifeſt Violence to the Freedom of our 
Wills. 

To the ſame Purpoſe, Cæleſtiue, 
Biſhop of Rome, writing to the Biſhops 
of France, ſays, That the Form and 
Manner of publick Prayer, ſettles the 
Rule of the Catholick Faith. And as 
this Doctrine of the Neceſſity of divine 
Grace, is one of the moſt important 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion; I 
have often thought, it could not be 
too often inculcated upon the Minds 
of the Faithful, ro whom, under their 
preſent ſinful State, Prayer is given as 
a Means of obtaining ſufficient Strength 
for performing the Will of God. For 
which Reaſon I publiſh'd ſome time 
ago a Book of daily Prayers, in which, 
I endeayour'd to take in the Needs and 
A 4 Necet- 
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Conditions of Life. God hath been 
pleaſed to give a Bleſſing to this Work; 
neither have the many Faults and De- 
fects. thereof, hinder'd its good Effect 
and Influence upon many. In thoſe 
Prayers I have inſerted but very little 
of my own; for tho' the Margin is 
not charged with Citations, yet an in- 
telligent Reader will eaſily diſcern, 
that the greateſt Part of the Petitions 
are drawn from the holy Scriptures, 
and Writings of the Fathers. 

have fince that time, more atten- 
tively confider'd the great Benefit that 
the Faithiul might receive from Prayers 
that are truly ſuch, that is, ſuch as have 
in them the Spirit of Faith and Humi- 
lity; and I was perſuaded that thoſe 


wich ſhould be drawn from the Apo- 


itle St. Paul, who was lo great a Ma- 
{ter of thoſe Graces, would be more 
eſpecially conducive to this good End, 
ot inſtructing and comforting the Faith- 
ful at the ſame time. But as uſeful as 
at firſt Sight I imagin'd this Deſign to 
be, ſo much the more difficult did it 
appear in the Execution ; for which 

Caule. 
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ſetting abour it, and kept it cloſe Pri- 
ſoner in my Head amongſt the many 


Ideas, which ſerve well enough to a- 


muſe aud divert the Imagination, but 
are ſeldom or never reduc'd to Practice. 
That which troubled me the moſt, was, 
that I ſaw no Model, whether ancient 
or modern, to direct and govern my 
ſelf by; ſo that being under a Neceſ- 
ſity of being my own Guide, and of 
ſupporting my feeble Steps, in a new, 
unbeaten Track, I had juſt Caule to 


- | fear, that I ſhould frequently fall. But 


God was pleaſed to engage me in this 
Work, when I had leaſt Thought of 
attempting it. In the Year 1649, I 
went out of my Dioceſe upon ſome 
very urgent Occaſions, and not being 
able to return ſo ſoon as I intended, 
by reaſon of the great Diſorders that 
were then in Provence; I was obli- 
ged to ſtay a conſiderable time in the 
Houſe of a Lady of great Birth and e- 
minent Piety, whom, the War of 
Guyenne had detained likewiſe at an. 
Eſtate of hers, upon the Banks of the 
Garonne. She was at that time in 

A 5 deep 


— Cc 


Cauſe, I for a long time deferr'd the 


WS. EOS a ” 
n 


OI. end de EE —— 
. nee.” +— nat 


* KEE 
Gf w- 


— BT Ss 3 
* 8 — On” — 


The AuTaoR's PREFACE. 


N deep Afffiction for the Loſs of a Huſ- 
Wn” band, whom, for his many excellent 
„ W Qualities, ſhe had juſt Cauſe to lament. 
Her Daughter, who was no leſs ad- 
orn'd with the Gifts of Grace, than of 
Nature and Fortune, was equally 
drown'd in Tears at the Loſs of ſo 
good and affectionate a Father. And 
one of her old Friends alſo, that had 
lived with her about twenty Years, and 
was dearly beloved by her, (and in- 
deed by all Perſons of Diſtinction, for 
her Virtue and rare Accompliſhments) 
was at that time ſeized with the moſt}. 
cruel Diſeaſe that the Phyſicians ever 
knew. By theſe unforeſeen Occur-J 
rences, my intended Viſit of Pealure, 


proved a very fad and melancholy one; 
ſo that inſtead of paying the Reſpects] 
only of a Friend, I was obliged to diſ- 
charge the charitable Offices of a Bi- I. 
ſhop. During :theſe afflicting Circum- . 
ſtances of the Family, my former De- 
ſign came into my Head; and I was} 
then fully perſuaded, that St. Paws}! 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews would be very}! 
proper to form it upon; becauſe of the]. 
ſublime Myſteries, and un Ex-J} 
Orta- 
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hortations to Patience under Afflicti- 
ons, which are contained therein. I 
forthwith ſet to the Work, and offered 
to God the Undertaking, in which I 
had no other Regard than his Glory, 
the Salyation of my Brethren, and the 
Conſolation of theſe illuſtrious Afflicted. 

God was pleaſed fo ſenſibly to aſſiſt 


my Labours, that in a very little time, 


and under great Impediments, I finiſhed 
the Work with a Facility and Pleaſure, 
that could come from none but him. I 
have all along conſulted the Will and 
Affections of my Readers, more than 
their Underſtanding: My chief Inten- 
tion being rather to make them better, 
than more knowing. have every where 


-| cndeavour'd to preſerve the literal 


Senſe of the Text, and believe that in 
many Places I have given a larger and 


more clear Explication of it, than in 


the aboye-mention'd Paraphraſe. The 
Text hath ſometimes carried me to 
ſome Reflections, which are not upon 
the Level with _ common Under- 


ery ] ſtanding; but I preſently return to the 


the 
Ex- 
r ca- 


Aﬀections, of which all Souls are ca- 
pable. 
The 
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The Prieſthood of the Son of God, 
which is the principal Tet of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, is ſo exalted 


a Myſtery, and contains in it ſuch ſub- 


lime and excellent Truths, that to bear 
up tolerably well to it, we muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity raiſe and exert our ſelyes, and 
endeayour to ſpeak of the Perfection of 
Wiſdom, in as compleat and perfect a 
manner, as we poſſibly can. I am very 
ſenſible of my great Inability to ſoar to 
any great Heights; neither ſhould I 
have took the leaſt Notice of this Dif-| 
ference of Thoughts in my Compoſt 
tion, were it not to let you into the 
Reaſon of it, which I do, without any 
vain Inſinuations of being thought ve- 
ry ſublime, in thoſe Places where I am 
leſs familiar. I. have learned of, my 
Maſter not to affect a Loftineſs o 
Wiſdom, that puffs up the Mind, but 
does not enlighten it; that cauſes great 
Things to be ſaid, but no good ones 
to be done ; that ſtirs up Admiration 
in the Hearer, but leaves behind, or 

rather augments the Poiſon in thep: 
Heart of the Speaker. I not only 
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the great Truths, which God reveals 
to thoſe, whom, after the- profound 
Counſels of his Will, he is pleas'd to 
chooſe for fit Interpreters thereof: I 
confeſs my ſelf moſt unworthy alſo, 
no means wiſh for ſuch ex- 
traordinary Light, becauſe I deſire to 
receive that only, which more eſpe- 
cially tends to my Sanctification, and 
the ordinary Service of the Church. of 
God. Now 'tis pretty plain to me, 

that Salvation is better 2 under a 
moderate and middle Degree of Know- 
ledge, than in that which is wholly 

ſingular, and out of ordinary Size; 

_ that altho” to the well diſcharging 

the common Duties of a Biſhop, there 

is need of an Underſtanding enlightned 

from above; yet there is no Neceſſity 

of ſuch an extraordinary Brightneſs of 
Illumination, as generally ſpeaking, is 

found not very proper for Govern- 

ment. | 

I have endeayour'd then to write un- 


„orf der the Direction of the Spirit of God, 


th 
onl 


hend 


the 


and in this Treatiſe have ſhed forth 
thoſe Rays of Light, and poured out 
chat Fire upon others, which I receiv'd 
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in. compoſing it. The Choice of 
Thoughts have been more my Care, 
than that of Words; and I have leſs 
carefully followed the Rules of human 
Rhetorick, than the ſecret Workings 
of my Heart. And for this Reaſon it 
is, that I have uſed ſo many Exclama- 
tions, Interrogations, and Expoſtula-| 
tions with my ſelf ; ſuch a Variety of 
Reproaches, Wiſhes, and Deſires; in a 
word, have diſplayed ſo many Affe- 
ctions, in Terms and Expreſſions more 
fervent than well choſen, and with an 
Air of Piety, which thoſe can have no 


Entercourſe of the Soul with God, which 
is never bound to the common Rules i 
and Ligaments of Speech, but leaps ſj: 
from one thing to another, as it is 
actuated by the mighty Power of Love. |! 
Hence it is, that in many Places of . 
[ 


the Pſalms, and other Books of ſacred 
Writ, there is ſo little Connexion to be 
found; inſomuch, that whoever ſhall Ir 
attempt to unite all the Paſſages that la 
appear broken and disjointed, would 1g 
thwart the Intention of the inſpired 


Writer, and take away the moſt agree- It 
able 
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able Beauty from the ſacred Movements, 
whilſt he ſeeks to render them more 
connex and regular. St. Paul in many 
Places of his Epiſtles, wherein ſuch 
Truths are taught, as call for a more 
ſtrict Connexion, in order to be tho- 
oughly underſtood, follows the Moye- 
tula- ments of the Holy Spirit, and leaves 
y of ſuch void Spaces as his Interpreters find 
in a ſſvery hard to fill up; and moreover fo 
\ fle- divides and ſeparates his Proofs, that 
nore tis no eaſy Matter to collect and ga- 
1 an ther them together. Human Rherorick 
e no ſalſo lays down this for a certain Rule, 
this {that in all ſtrong and vehement Affe- 
hich ctions, which the Orator or Poet in- 
ules ſtends to repreſent or move, great Care 
eaps [muſt be taken to ſay nothing that is too 
it is Iſine and ſubtle; becaule that true and 
ove. natural Likeneſs, which alone leads 
s of fithem to their End, is choak'd and ſti- 
cred fled by the over Niceneſs of the Ex- 
o be ſipreſſion : The Diſorder of the Mind 
ſhall not permitting us to attend to Points 
that land Figures, which call for a much lon- 
ould Iger and more ſedate Attention. 

vired | I ſhall not be the leaſt concern'd, if 
ree- thoſe, for whom I took not my Pen 


able in 
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in Hand, (I mean, the Libertines o 
the Age, and Perſons. void of .a true 
Senſe of Piety) ſhall think fit to cen- 
ſure my Style and Manner of Writing, 
and raſhly to condemn what they do 
not underſtand. It is enough for me, 
if ſuch as are illuminated by the Go- 
ſpel Light, and have taſted, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, of the good Word off 
God, do approve my Undertaking, 
and receive that Conſolation by it, 
which I at firſt deſign'd them. This 
is all the Recompence that I a_—_ 
and he that ſhall draw from thence 
the greateſt Profit, will praiſe me the 
beſt ; ſince I value and deſire no other 
Praiſe, than that which returns to 
God, to whom alone it belongs to all 
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ect; MONGST the many excellent 

ence Authors that in the laſt Age | 
the have adorned the French Na- . 


a iom; Biſhop Godeau deſerves well to 
be plac d in the firſt Rank, not only 
pn the Score of his great Learning, 
Parts, and Piety; but as contributing 
argely to the Improvement of Arts and 
ciences, and giving Occaſion thereby 

o the founding of the Royal Acade- 

my, which hath deſervedly gain d ſich 
onour in the World, and of which 

be w—_ had the Honour to be a 


HE | 
His i} 


The TRANSLATOR 


His Works are many and uſeful 
but chiefly in the Way of his Profe,“ 
ſion, as a Divine. He ſeems to hav 
laid out his Time and Talents in pro 
moting the Glory of God, in the Sal 
vation of Souls ; by explaining ſom 
Portions of holy Scripture; by ſett in 
open the Treaſury of Church-Hiſtory 
by compoſing ſeveral Practical Di 
courſes, Hymns, Prayers, Medita 
tions; in order to revive the old Spit 
rit of Chriſtianity, and form t 
Manners of the Age in which he li. 
ro thoſe of the firſt and pureſt Ageſf © 
of the Church. _ 

His favourite Picce ſeems to b 
this which I now offer to the Publick ſati 
ſiace by his own Confeſſion, the DeſralÞ * 
had laid brooding in his Thoughts fob. 
many Tears, and wanted only the Fir, be 
of Application to give it Birth. Hi 
eminent Piety, in Conjunttion witt be 
à warm, poetick Fancy (a good Spe“. 
cimen of which he hath given tht af 
Wort 


to the READER. 


orld in his Chriſtian Eclogues , 
hich, for the moſt part, are built 
„the Model of Solomon's Song, and 
„ his admirable Paraphraſe on the 
„Hole Book of Pſalms) well fitted 
im for executing this Deſign, of 
2%, ing the ſublime Doctrines of the 
hriſtian Faith into a Form of Prayer, 
hereby to ſtir up the Aﬀettions, and 
x ſuch laſting Impreſſions on the Soul, 
might produce Effetts worthy the 
great Myſteries of our moſt holy Faith. 
by lud indeed, whoever ſhall come with: 
due Diſpoſition of Mind to the 
eading this Treatiſe, deſiring to lift 
% his Soul to God in devout Ejaci- 
tions, founded on the ſublime Truths 
7 the Revealed Word; will, 1 doubt 
fi ot, feel every Paſſion of his Soul in 
p$oewr ſeveral Turns, ſtrongly mov d; 
Hihid his Will as ſtrongly inclind to 
1e Practice of thoſe Virtues and 
pepraces, which he is there taught #0 
th$s/tonately to pray for. 
71 J am 
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IT an very ſenſible, that Tranſl, 
trons ſeldom come up to the Force ani 5 
Beauty of their Originals : The ſhifÞ, 
ting of Thoughts from one Languag by 
to another, being ſomewhat like di f 
canting of ſpirituous Liquors, whoſi 
more ſubtle Tarts, evaporate in thi, 
Transfuſion, and thereby weaken 1 
remaining Maſs. I can only ſay, tha 
1 have done my beſt Endeavour,” thy, 
ſupport the Spirit of the Author, an 11, 
to expreſs him with all the Clearneſf| 7, 
and Per ſpicuity that I could; that bil. 
Thoughts being as ſoon conceiu'd 4 
read, the Fire of Devotion might 4 51 
quickly kindled, and by the eaſy Sf, 
ply of freſh Fuel, kept continual, 
burning in our Breaſts. P 

And for to render him the mortþj 
uſeful to the pious Reader; I hav ng] 


drawn him in, in ſome few Places 


. 


where the Thread of his Meditation. 
is ſpun out to too great a Length, 0 i 
where by the Heat of Imagination, b. 


ſeem 


to the READER. 


ems to me to ſoar to a Height, that 
ut few may be willing to venture at. 
Wherever he touches upon any of the 
ew-fangled Dottrines of the Church 
Rome, which he does but gently 
| four or five Places at the moſt, 
Wis Deſtgn, as he himſelf informs us, 
b eing wholly practical) I have taken 
We Liberty, to give a new Turn to 
We Senſe, by a light Change of the 
Vords, without makin g any material 
ldditions of my 0wn. 

It muſt be confeſsd, that the Au. 
bor lies under ſome Diſadvantage 
y appearing in an Engliſh Dreſs, 
hich. could by no means be avoided. 
wr he grounds his Meditations on the 
Latin Verſion of St. Paul's Epiſtle \ 
the Hebrews, which in ſome few 
= laces differs ſomewhat from our 
Augliſh Tranſlation. Thus, Ch. 12 
25. Where we read; Not forſaking 
e aſſembling our ſelves together, as 

| n de manner of ſome is; but exhorting 
80 One 


4 
up 


all 
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one another: The Latin renders it 
al 


{ed conſolantes, i. e. comforting on 
another ; according to the known Ac W 
ceptation of the Greek Verb raeguaralf” 
which in many Places in the New Te 
ſtament, ſignifies to comfort, as wel 
as to admoniſh and exhort : So tha 
the Biſhop's Thoughts, which are ju) 
to the Latin Text, appear ſomewha 
foreign to ours, and conſequently ap 
pear not with equal Advantage to thi 
Engliſh Reader. 
It is farther to be obſerv'd, thi 

in framing theſe Meditations, he haf, 
an eſpecial Regard to the comma 
Misfortune of the Sons of Men 
who, by the Violence of their youthfi ol 
Paſſions, and the Seducements of evi 
Company, are very early drawn to th 
Commiſſion of Sin ; and brought unde 
e Power of ſuch vicious Habits, a 


he 
itt 


I 1 
he 


afterwards they find very difficult if 
ſubdue. For which Reaſon, he us ve [ 
ry ſolemn in confeſſing and aggravaf* l 


1H 


O 
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ing the Guilt of Sins committed 4. 
ainſt Baptiſinal Engagements. And 
rho ſome particular Expreſſions of 
is, may not ſint the Condition of thoſe 
ew, that have been [6 happy, as ne- 
er to have fallen into any groſs and 


ful Sims, or laid any time under 
e Power and Dominion of them; 
„ which Caſe, there is no Reaſon 


hey ſhould condemn themſelves of” 


bat they have not been guilty, or 


age themſelves far greater Crimi- 
als than they really are) yet even 
ih may find their Account in theſe 


Peniteniial Forms, which will ſerve 


0 impreſs on them a deep Senſe of the 
olly and Miſery of Siu, to raiſe in 


em a guſt Hatred and Abhorrence 


it, and to quicken their Contrition, 
ir the many involuntary Offences, and 
her ſinful Infirmities, which are 


nmou to the beſt of Men. 
I ſhall thiak my Time and Pains 


ell laid out, if they may ſerve in the 
TEE os leaſt 


— — 


| | The TRANSLATOR, Sc. 


teaſt to enlighten the Reader's Under. 
| ſtanding in this Portion of ſacres 
Writ, which our Author has made th: 
worthy Subject of his Meditations ; 
and to excite his Aﬀetiions to a grea 


ter Love and Delight in God ani 
Goodneſs. As the Deſire of contri | 


buting to this good End, gave Birt 
to the Tranſlation ; ſo I think my ſel 
oblig'd to beg the Bleſſing of God uf 
on the Reader in the Uſe thereof; 4 
firmly believing, that neither Author 
nor Tranſlator ; neither he that plan 
teth, nor he that watereth, is able t 
ect any thing, without his Bleſſing 
who alone giveth the Encreaſe: Tf" 
whom be Honour and Glory, now and 


0) | 

for ever. Amen. um 

40G Þ 
Manydown, Hampſhire. 0 

May the oth, 1715. hi 
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Ps. 11. lin. 9. for Precipice read pit. P. 17 lea. 
i. 9. for Vegeance read Vengeance, 
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CHAP. I St. Paul's Epiſtle 
* I to the Hebrews. 


Jor ORD, Gnce CHna?e I. VER. 1. 


ar the firſt Man 'E 0D, who at ſundry 


e ti falſe and in- times, and in divers 
manners ſpake in time 


ing grate, has through 5% 40 Ihe Furb. 
ride been diſobedi- 2 Prophets, — 


nt to thy Voice, and 
y affecting a criminal Independence, caſt 
imſelf into the ſhameful Bands of Con- 
upiſcence ; he well deferv'd thou ſhould'ſt 
o more ſpeak to him, or his polluted 
hildren, unleſs it were to reproach their 
paſeneſs, and pronounce the heavy Sen- 
——ſnce of their Condemnation. Nevertheleſs 
ya Goodneſs truly worthy a God of in- 
nite Compaſſion, thou haſt graciouſly been 
1 leaſed in all Ages to ſpeak to us in ſundry 
ö B manners, 


ant 


— 
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manners, whercby thou haſt diſplayed the 
Riches of thy Love to thy undeſcrvingM 
| Creatures. Thou haſt in Mercy ſent Num 
bers of Prophets to thy People, who by ex 
traordinary Signs and Tokens, by Diſcount 
ſes inſpired by thy ſacred Spirit, by the 
| moſt ſweet and gracious Promiſes, the mot, 
if dreadtul, awaking Threats, the molt awtulh; 
. Rebukes and juſt Reproaches, have urged 
them to fly into the Arms of thy Mercy 
to acknowledge thy Favours, and forſake 
their Impieties. But they have turned: 
deaf Ear to the heavenly Voice. * The Gu 
ef this Mild having blinded their Eyes 
that they could not ſee the Pit inte 
which they were fallen, hath ſtopped theiſſea 
Ears from liſtning to thoſe wholeſomg,. 
Counſels that might draw them thence]. 
Thoſe among the Gentiles that ſaw thei}, 
Sin and Miſery, and were deſirous of Re 
dreſs, ſought their Cure in Philoſophy 
but this hath afforded no Medicines pr 
portion'd to the Malignity of the Diſeaſe 
theſe only ſerv'd to encreaſe their Pains, t 
inflame and envenom their Sores, ſo tha, 
they were in a much more miſerable Con 

V. 2. Hath in theſe dition than betordlee t 


laſt Days ſpoken to us by And yet when gros t 
bis 557 K ; Darkneſs had for & t. 


I 


— 


* 2 Cor. 4. 4 
lon! 


h. I. 


png time covered the Earth, and ſinful 
en ſeem'd under an utter Impoſſibility of 
jaking off the Yoke of Concupiſcence; 
hou, Lord, didſt ſhew the Exceſs of thy 
oodneſs to thoſe who not ſo much as 
ought of entreating it, by ſending thy 
elbbeloved Son to inſtruct us in thy holy 
Vill, from his W Mouth. 
II. 

I adore, O my God, the Counſels of 
Aki y infinite Wiſdom, in ſending thy only 
d egotten Son to the rebellious, ungratctul 
G'Fons of Men. There was nothing in them 
Ves merit ſo great a Favour : They had no- 
ing to expect but the dire Effects of thy 
nclVeavicſt Indignation. * What is Man, ſays 
one Man after thine own Heart, that thou 
ould*ſt wifit him, and make ſuch a glorious 
anifeſtation of thy ſelf to him in the viſi- 
Rac Creation? But with much greater Rea- 
phySn may we cry out, Lord, what is there 
Pro Adam's miſerable Poſterity, that thou 
caleFould*ſt vouchſafe to ſpeak to it by thy be- 
S, pred Son? By thy Son, who is the Word 
thaſp preſſible by thy ſelf alone; by thy eternal, 
Conny begotten Son, whoſe excellent Glory, 
elorqqot the bright Order of Seraphims, which 
gros the Honour of the neareſt Approach 
tor Þ thy Throne, is able to comprehend. 
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phims, as well as of mortal Men; permi 


Hadſt thou in Mercy ſent one of thoſe hap 
y Spir:ts'on this gracious Errand, this ha 
een too great an Honour to us, who i 

the Order of Nature are plac'd below them 

But to depute him who is the God of Seti. 


" —_— 


me to ſay it, O cternal Father, mcthink; 
this is to be ſomewhat unmindful of wh. 
thou art in thy ſelf, what he is, and wh 
we miſcrable Creatures are. 

III. 

I adore thee, O eternal Son, who we! 
. — to viſit the ſinful Sons of Men, iff 
ring them the Words of eternal Life. T hd 
art both their Salvation and their Savio 
their Happineſs, and the only means th 
lead-unto it; and in the calamitous Eſtat 5 
wherein Sin hath plunged them, tis tha - 
alone that canſt inſtruct them in thy Father & 
Will. Withdraw, ye admired Sages of ti - 
Gentil: World, who are ſo full of your gra . 
Inſtructions and Advice; away with yo! = 


1. 


Philoſophick Tales, which are nought U 


Error and Deccit: Your Doctrine is le 

ven'd with Phariſaick Pride, which in pu. * 
fing me up with the Vanity of Self- depe 1 
dence, defrauds me of the only true Pn 
and Support to my Intirmities, which 
Jeſus Chriſt. Lou venerable Prophets 
the Law, I reverence you as the welcon 
Hatbingers of my Maſter Jeſus, and 


| 
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RT, 


ind, tho? dark Interpreters of his Will; but 
s your Diſcourſes were directed chiefly to 
repare Men for the Receipt of his Doctrine, 
muſt now incline my Ears to his Diſcipline, 
ow that he himſelf is come. *Tis by him 
hat my heavenly Father is now pleaſed to 
cak to me, and ſhould J not leave the 
crvant to hearken to the Son ? Speak thou 
Ihy ſelf to me, O adorable Son of God, 
nd that I may hear thy gracions Voice, 
nd not hear in vain, give me both new Ears 
nd a new Heart. Thou, during thy A- 
ode upon Earth, didſt give hearing to the 


Thy deaf, in putting thy Finger into their 
ars, and by the irreſiſtible Authority of 
ſingle word, commanding them to be o- 
0 hened: Thou, who knoweſt the Hearts of 
| 10 Men, didſt ſo ſtrongly move the Hearts 
| f thy firſt Diſciples, that they gladly * for- 
fl ook all and followed thee: Open and pre- 


Fare my Heart, which is fait locked by the 
br; Porruptions of the World, for the ſaving Pre- 
 Y"Tepts of thy holy Goſpel. Thy bliſsful Seat, 
P divine Inſtructerę is in the higheſt Hea- 
ens, from whence thou faileſt not to be 
b eard by thoſe whom thou art willing to 
nſtruct. O pour forth a new Spirit into 
ine, which may drive out that old cor- 
upt Spirit with which it is poſſeſſed; and 


T Mar. 7. 33. * Matt. 19. 27. 
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calm that inward Noiſe and Tumult whid 
hinders thy gracious Words from ertring 
into my Ears. O eternal Word of the e 
ternal Father, which without the uſe 9 
Words canſt ſilently unfold and ſecretly in 
fuſe thy Thoughts into the Heart of Man 
diſcover to me the Duty that I owe thee 
and what thou willc{t me to do: Explai 
it in thy own moſt wonderful manner 
which no Tongue can utter, no huma 
Language 1s able ar” to deſcribe. 

a 1 
—— whom he hath ap- Thou, bleſſed leiht 
pointed Heir of all things, ſus, art the ſole Heilt 

and Poſſeſſor of al; 
things that are in the World. Fhou art ti 
ſupreme Lord of Angels, of Men, and of ao 
the Creatures, becauſe thou art the only So 
ot him, who is the God and Creator of then; 
all. He imparts to thee his whole Eſſenceſ a; 
all the Beauties and Perfections of his diving 
Nature, in thy eternal Generation, whici p 
render thee entirely one with him; ſo that; 
in thy temporal Generftion, when out offi 
Love to thy Father, as well as Kindneſs. td 
Mankind, thou wert pleaſed to aflume thq y 
Form of a Servant, thou, without any Ust 
ſurpation, or Encroachment on his high; 
Prerogative, didſt juſtly ſtile thy ſelf hi}, 
Equal. He hath conſtituted thee ſuprem 


wy wy Wl tin too © 
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King, not only upon his holy Hill of Sion, 
but over all the Kingdoms of the Earth, to 
rule and order them at thy free Diſpoſal, to 
bruiſe rebellious Princes with a * Rod of 
Iron, and break all the Pride of human 
Power /ike a Potter's Veſſel. I honour this 
ſupreme Sovereignty of thine, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, which knows no limits; I rejoice in 
its boundleſs Reach and Extent ; I preſent 
my hearty Thanks to thy Father for this 
free Donation, and do from my Heart, and 
upon free Choice acquicfce in thy juft Au- 
thority, to which I am obliged to yield by 
the happy Neceſſity of my Being. Exert 
this equitable Power of thine, O eternal 
King, over f Angels, Men, and Devils, and 
over all the Creatures viſible and inviſible. 
May the bleſſed Angels make it their con- 
tinual Boaſt that they are thy Miniſters, 
and Men that they are thy humble Servants. 
May the Devils be ſubdu'd by the reſiſtleſs 
Power of thy avenging Hand, and do thou 
tread them under thy Feet as Enemies no 
leſs impotent than proud. May all the 
Creatures be ſublervient to thy righteous 


7 


will, and do thou releaſe them from that 


State of Bondage in which,by the lawleſs and 
intemperate Uſage of Men, they have been ſo 
long detain d. Put thy Servant under the 


n 


* Pſalm 2. 9. ＋ Rom. 9. 5. 
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ſweet and eafy Yoke of thy Love, and bind 
me with ſuch powerful Bands, that I may 
be never able to unlooſe them. Think it not 
ſufficient to lay thy gracctul Chains before 
my Will, and barely to invite it to receive 
them; but do thou ſtrongly urge and com- 
pel it to put them on: Suffer it not ſo much 
as to debate a Point wherein my chief Hap- 
pineſs is at ſtake: Over- rule it with the 
ſweet and pleaſing Violence of thy Holy 
Spirit, leſt it ſhould draw back through 
Weakneſs, or move forward with an unbe- 
coming Reluctance. Reign, reign, ſupreme 
Lord, and abſolute Malter, over it; theP 
greater thy powerful Influence, the greater 
is its Freedom; the more it is under Re- 
{traint and Force, the more it has of true k- 
Liberty and Power; the more it is thine, 
the more it is its own. O happy, much 
to be deſired Loſs, if once thou ſpoileſt ii 
of that evil Liberty, which ſo ſtrongly moves 
it to fly thy Service, wherein its ſole Fel. A 
city conſiſts! | 

V. 


—— by whom alſo he *Tis by thee, 0 
made the Worlds. adorable Jeſus, whoſ* 

art my Lord and my | 
Love, that thy Father made the Worlds ;$%* 
and it is by thee that he rules and govern ) 


them. Time is the common Meaſure off © 


Motion, and thou art the Rule and Mea fi 
| {ure 
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ind are both of Time and Motion, without 
nayſWÞcing ſubject to the Changes and Decays of 


ime. Thou art inſenſible of the Differ- 
nce of Times and Seaſons; in whom 
eire here is no Yeſterday, no to morrow ; only 
»m-Monec to Day, which never flows, nor admits. 
ach! any paſt and future, but in an inuttera- 
lap. Ple Stayedneſs, in a marvellous, unconceiva- 
thelhle Fixedneſs, always remains the ſame, 
louy end in its unchangeable Duration over: rules 
ughſþ!! the Viciſſitudes of human Affairs. Alas! 
be- Lord, my Being is not only tranſient and. 
eme fitting, but flies every Moment with a ra- 
theſÞid Violence that I am unable to reſiſt. I 
atceſhould not be the leaſt concern'd at this my 
Re- Flux and mutable Condition, were it re- 
-rnefirain'd to my natural Life, and the periſh- 
ine Ing State of the Body only; but when I 
nchEonſider that my ſpiritual Lite is hourly 
ſt i hanging, that I am leſs faithful and obe- 
oveßhHient to Day than Yeſterday, and that per- 
el aps to morrow I ſhall ſtumble and fall, 
nd never riſe again; this wounds me to the 
Quick, and fills me with a juſt Senſe of 
y frail and miſerable State. Thou alone 
hofanſt arreſt and ſtop this fluctuating Courſe 
Imp Life, by contirming thy Servant in all 
Ids Pod, and I paſſionately requeſt this Fa- 
erngour of thee, Conduct me by thy Grace, 
e o King of Kings, through this preſent pe- 
Healing World, that I may enjoy the Plea- 
{ure B 5 ſures 
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e Sun? Who, upon mention of thy 
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ſures of the World to come, which are un- 

changeable and eternal. 
VI. 

V. 3. Who being the It is uſual with Men 

Brightneſs of his Glory, in their Conceptions 

of God to look upon 

him as a Sun, whoſe Light and benign In- 

fluences are every where diffuſed, and cant 

never fail. But who is there, O divine Jeſus, 

unleſs enlightned from above, that acknow 

ledges thee as the radiant Splendor of that 


acred Name, unleſs touched with à Beam 
of the heavenly Light, that looks otherwik 
on thee than as ſomewhat diſtinct and ſe- 
parate from that ſpiritual Sun, and conſe- 
quently as an Effect inferior to it both in the 
Order of Time, and Dignity of Nature? 
But Faith teacheth me, O bloeſſed Jeſus, 
that thou art an aſtoniſhing Light whichÞ, 
flowed from the Father of Lights by an im Ei 
eſtable Generation; which ſprang from him, 
without being preceded by him, without 
any Interiority to him, any Diminution ot 
him, any the leaſt Alteration of thy mo 
ſimple and moſt perfect Union with him. 
Thou, before thy Incarnation, layeſt con- 0 
ceal'd in him, and never till then diſplay edit 
thy Beams to mortal Sight; but in the * Ful 


— 


„ 


* Gal, ++ 4 h 
nel: 
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neſs of Time, when thou wert pleaſed to 
be made Fleſh, and dwell among us, we 
beheld thy * Glory as of. the only begotten 
of the Father. The Jews indeed adored 
the ſupreme God as the everflowing Source 
of Light, and ſole Author of Nature's 
Beauties; and we adore thee with him as 
the firſt Emanation of that orig.nal Glory, 
as the Splendor of that Abyts of Light, 
which coming out from thence, takes no- 
thing away from it, and returning thither, 
derives no new Luſtre to it. O eternal, 
nchangeable Glory of the ſupreme God! 
nlighten my Darkneſs, illumine my Night, 
and make me to ſee clear in this Region 
nercin 1 dwell. *Tis thou alone canſt 
Fupel the Darkneſs that ſurrounds me. The 
ac Laos from Mount Sinai hath weakly at- 
empted this, but hath not been thoroughly 

"ble to effect it; ſome few things have I 

D Þiſcern'd by the Glimmerings of its dusky 

ight; I there ſee the dreadful Precipice 

nto which I am fallen; I diſcern my own. 
n gęlineſs and Deformity, the Wounds and 
utrified Sores, that Sin hath cauſed in me; 

or the Law was added becauſe of | Tranſ- 

reſſons, to make me the more ſenſible of 
ny Sin and Miſery ; but what doth it avail 
ne to ſee and know that I am miſerable? 


* Jobn. 1. 14. 
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*T'is a Cure that I ſtand moſt in need of, 
and *tis thou alone, O refulgent Glory of 
my heavenly Father, that art able to effect 
it. Thy ſalutary Beams, thou eternal Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, can enlighten mine Eyes, 
1 purify and glad my Heart, and guide my 
weak and wandring Steps in the way to 
cycrlaſting Life and Glory. 


0 

| VII. 

1 I rejoice, my Lord, at the Splendor of in 
ith thy inconceivable Glory ; I am excecdingly 


delighted that *tis ſo immenſely grear, as 
| notonlytodazle my weak and feeble Sight, o 
11 but that of Seraphims too, whoſe ſtrong 
th and pure Eyes are unable to ſuſtain it. 
They find their Honour and Felicity in theſÞu! 
Dazlings of thy Glory, for they love theeſfea! 
more, O Jeſus their ſupreme Lord andPr 
King, than they do themſelves, and tis theſpe « 
Splendor of thy Beams darting full upon 
them, that gives them all their Light. May 
the Sons of Men, who are dazled at that 
Shadow of Glory which ſits upon the Front oi 
of earthly Princes, adore thee the Fountaiq t 
of Light and Glory, from which all earth he 
ly Power and Majeſty is deriv d: May that 
Light darken and obſcure all other Lights nat 
May they diſappear and vaniſh at the aſtoſ wi 
niſning Brightneſs of thine! may all thqpon 
World ſeck to be enlightned by thee, whi 


art the true Light that lighteth every a 
; | ole 
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hat cometh into the World *. As thou 
rt the Emanation of that original Light of 
od, which returns to God; ſo may that 
ight of Grace that darts upon our Souls 
ebound on thee, by the faithful Return we 
ake of it to thy Glory, to whom all Glory 


to ſÞclongs from Generation to Generation. 
VIII. 
O glorious, divine and the expreſs Fo 


mage of the Father, mage of his Perſon, 
ngly ow can I expreſs 
„as hy incomprehenſible Glory! Thou art 
ght, Pot a whit inferior to that All- perfect Ori- 
ong Final from whence thou floweſt: He hath 
1 it. Impreſt and ſtamp'd thee on himſelf, with- 
the put any Pains and Labour, without any the 
theeſkalt Alteration, without any Diminution. 
andþr Subſtraction of his own Being, which 
theſe communicates to thee in its abſolute Ful- 
ponſþeſs and Perfection. Thou haſt not only a 
Perfect Likeneſs and Reſemblance to him, 
ut an ineffable, molt ſimple and perfect U- 
on with him: So that beholding himſelf 
ain thee, he views all the Beauties and all 
rth-Jſhe Riches of his moſt perfect and happy 
 thyNature. O moſt adorable Image, I proteſt 
hts hat in view of thy unſcarchable Perfections, 
aſto-· will have a regard to none but thee; to thee 
thFJlone will I pay a willing and cheartul O- 
whic 
Ma 
tha 
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haſt created me after thine own Image, bu 


Ch.1 


bedience ; thou alone ſhalt be my chiefel 
Study and Delight; thou the ſole Mod 
that I will labour to be form'd upon! Th 
holy Angels ſtrive to conform themſelves t 
thy divine Beauty, and take their Meaſun 
of Perfection from that ſacred Model, whicl 

they behold- in the full blaze of its Glory 
I am no otherwiſe able to behold thee tha 
through the thick and ſhady Veil of Faith 
but the imperfe& View it gives me, ſuffice 
for an uncrring Rule and Pattern, whereb 
to ſquare the Actions of my Life. Tho 
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I have defaced it by Sin; Impreſs it ſo per 
tc&ly again, that I may be worthy to be 
review'd with Pleaſure and Delight, Le 
me ſhine bright by the Communication « 
ſome Rays of thy celeſtial Light, and le 
not my Darkneſs any more offend the 
Impreſs on me the Strokes of thy InnocencF: 
and Purity, and ſince through the Hardne; 
and Obduracy ot my Heart, there is nee. 
of more than ordinary Force to fix the I 
preſſion; ſpare it not, I moſt humbly inf” 
treat thee, bur ſtrike it boldly, that thy Re 
ſemblance may be ſo deeply fixed, as neve 
more to be defac'd. If thou ſeeſt it nece 
ſary to {often my obdurate Heart in the 
Fire of Afflictions, to render it yet more 
ſuſceptible of thy Likeneſs; take and caſt i 
into a Furnace heated to what degree tho 

Pleaſeſt 


_ mmm mu . On ma 
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leaſeſt ; it matters not what Pains it ſuf- 
rs, ſo it be render'd yet more capable to 
eceive thy lovely Image. Let not the Im- 
es i Breſſion be made as upon the looſe Sand, or 
aſurÞ$p01 ſoft and melting Wax, for then it will 
rhicfoon be blotted out; but let it be graven 
lorrith an Iron Pen, as upon the Rock, or 
the yet more durable Diamond. O Jeſus! 
aithe expreſs Character of the Subftance of 
ſfice Pod the Father, engrave in indelible Cha- 
ereblacters thy moſt holy Will upon my Soul. 
Thoeͤſtroy in me the Subſtance of the old Man, 
| buſÞo fix and eſtabliſh there the new. Suſtain 
pere by thy mighty | 
to bower in the Order and upholding all 
Le Grace, as thou up- ing, by + ord of 
on offoidelt all created hi Power, 
d l Hings in the Order 
cheelf Nature. Every Support but thine, O 
cence) Saviour, is a weak, tallacious Prop, 
dneſFbich in ſeeming to hold me up, betrays 
Je to a much heavier and more miſerable 


b. 1 JESUS CHRIST. 15 
jefel 
[od 
The 


ne 
c Ir l. Curſed be he that ſecks his Strength | 
ly in where but in thee , or that vainly | 


pes to find it in himſelf. Alas! Lord, 
Fiat am I but a Reed tols'd to and fro by 
ery Breath of Wind? What but meer 
Fcakneſs and Inſtability, as coming at firſt 
It of nothing, and without thy ſuſtaining 


*Jcrem. 17. Fo 
= Hand 
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— 


Hand continually verging into nothing 
Thou only, -O adorable Power of the eter 
nal Father, canſt arreſt the continual Flu 
of my Being, and render that ſtable by th 
Support, which by Nature it cannot be 
Uphold and ſuſtain me then by thy mighty 
Power, and as thy divine Nature ſuſtains 
thy human, ſo let my Soul and Body be up 
held and ſtrengthned by thy Holy Spirit, 
that they may emerge from their Vileneſ 
to enter into the Participation of thy Glory 
may reap the Fruit of the Expiation tho 
haſt made for Sin 

—— when he had by and be exalted wit 

h:maſelf purged our Sint, thee at the Rigb 
3 oy Mehr Hand of the Majeſt 
of God. This Icon 

feſs is too much for 
a Criminal to ask, who deſerves to lie 
wallowing in the Filth of Sin, and to pali 
from this mortal State of Corruption to tha 
of thy eternal Diſpleaſure. But thou hal 
been pleaſed to ſhed thy precious Blood te 
wiſh us clean in that ſacred Bath, and ar 
row exalted as our Head at the Right 
Hand of thy Father, far above all Hea 
vens; for to-give thy Members a Pledge o 
their Exaltation to that unknown Glory 
to which they can plead no other Title 
than as Parts of thy myſtick Body. Whei 
I lay the Right Hand of thy Father, I in 
TE 


high: 


h. Ih. I. JESUS CHRIST. 17 


— 


unggend not to ſignify any Corporeity in him, 
eter: it he were compounded of material Parts: 
Flu hen J ſay above all Heavens, I would not 
e thought to limit thee to any fix d deter- 
t beſſunate Place; I explain my ſelf as I can, 
ghd by theſe Terms profeſs no more, than 
can; firm Poſlefſion of the ſame inctable Glo- 
uf the ſame unbounded Might and Felicity 
Mt Sith thy Father. How am I raviſh'd at the 
nel ontemplation of thy inconceivable Glory ! 


lor hat unknown Joy do I conceive in reflact- 


thou: thereon! How happy do I eſteem my 
Sin ik in being permitted the Freedom in this 


Wu Infant-ſtate, to recount it after my 


digleak and imperfect manner! O glorious 
jeſtaltation of Jeſus at the Right Hand of 
cone Majeſty of God! I am humbled at the 
h foegection of my own Nothingneſs, when 
O Sy Thoughts are raiſed up to thee : Tlook 
Paſſpon the Heights of all worldly Glory when 
Impar'd with thee, as low, pitiful, mean 
d contemptible. 
0d tc IX. 
d a O divine Purificr of filthy, polluted Man, 
UB adore the profound Counſels of thy Wit- 
Heaſom in our Purification. I confeſs that my 
ge ine is too ſhort to ſound ſuch unfathomable 
Depths, and am well pleaſed at this Inca- 
acity of mine, which is my Glory. Thou 
it not only created Man free from Pollu- 
on, but deck'd him with all the Orna- 
ments, 


—  . 


f 
ou 
N 


= 
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ments, all the Purities and Riches of th 
Grace. His Underſtanding outſhone tt 
Brightneſs of the Sun; his Will was ab{ 
lutely at its own Command, free from th 
leaſt Biaſs of corrupt Inclination from withi 
or Force of Temptation from without; h 
Appetite was an obedient Subject to ti 
Law of Reaſon ; and Reaſon fought i 
Glory in a perfect Submiſſion to the M 
of God. To create him thus was to gi 
full Proof of the extremeſt Love and Kind 
neſs to thy Creature; not wholly to c- 
him off when (torgetful of the many Fa von 
receiv'd) he ſo ungratefully violated thy ju 
Command, was an Act of ſurpriſing Grad 
and Goodneſs; but to will the Expiati 
of his Ingratitude, and to cleanſe his! 
purities in thy own Blood, ſhea upon ti 
accurſed Tree, is a Mercy that exceeds t 
utmoſt Power of Thought, and Force 
Expreſſion. And is it poſſible that atrer 
this my Heart ſhould conſent to ſtain thi 
Purity, which hath coſt thee ſo dear, and! 
ſo honourable, ſo advantageous to itſel 
No, my deareſt Saviour, never ſhall it 
ſaid that J have render'd this cleanſing u 
profitable and vain, and that, of a Puri 
of my Sins, I have made a Judge and: 
Avenger, who bears an irreconcilable H 
tred to them. Thy Spouſe, when thu 
didſt ſo earneſtly preſs her to open the Do 


reply 


Eb. r. JEsus CARIS r. 19 
c Wcply'd, I have waſhed my Feet, how ſhall I 
le them again, in riſing to let you in? 
abſ o will I ſay to.the treacherous World, that 


mportunes me to tollow it through ways 
ull of Dirt and Mire ; Jeſus my Saviour 
ath waſl'd me clean in his Blood, how 
hen ſhall I caſt my ſelf again into thy foul 
.mbraces ? How ſhall I wallow again in 
be Sink of thy polluting Pleaſures? No, I 
\ ovill preſerve more tenderly than my Life, 
Ki bis Cleanneſs, which 1 owe to him; and 
ever cauſe him to repent of having done me 
his ineſtimable and undeſerved Favour. I 
ill endeavour to guard my ſelf not only 
rom thoſe groſſer Spots, which in defiling 
ze Soul, have Power alſo to-deſtroy it; 
Care ſhall be to ſhun the very leaſt Stains, 
Ich as without touching the Life of the 


461 oul do tarniſh its Beauty only; becauſe 
rce Ny ſole deſire is to appear clean in thy Sight, 
der hoſe delight is in Purity, and before whom 
n the cannot be too pure. I well know, weak, 


Wnorant, inconſtant as I am, that I ſhall 
ever be able to ſhun all manner of Unclean- 
eſs; and that walking through the Filth 
nd Mire of the World, I ſhall certainly de- 
Je my Feet, tho'I may not be ſo deſperately 
Picked as to wallow any more in its Filth 
d Ordure. But I hambly beg of thee, O 


* CantiC. 5. 3. 


imma- 
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immaculate Lamb of God, to work in me 
a perfect Hatred of thoſe ſinful Stains, whic 
hereafter I may heedleſly contract; and t 
give me Grace to waſh them off by a dai! 
Repentance, if through the Frailty of m 
Nature, which is ſo prone to evil, and 2 
verſe to all manner of good, I ſhould dai, 
find my ſelf them. 


V. 4. Being made ſo 
much better cha the Au- 
gels, as he hath by Inhe- 
riiance obtained a more 
excell-it Name than 


they. 


ever ſinful Men think to be cleanſed of the 
Pollutions by the Power and Purity of A 
gels? I honour and r 
and happy Beings, the farſt of the Works 
God, and molt excellent of his Creature £ 
in whom, as in ſo many bright and ſhininf 
Mirrours, he hath drawn thoſe various Pe. 
ſections of his Nature, which by their ad 
rable Simplicity make up one infinite, af; 
perfect Eflence. The Name of Seraphim: 
augult, as denoting that thoſe who bear 

are Spirits burning with the Fire of div}... 
Love, in whom God reſides as an enlig 
ning, purifying, perfecting Fire, in i}, 
ſtrongeſt Communications of its holy 


. them as ho! 


*Tis to thee, 
holy Jeſus, that 0 
very Angels ou 
their Purity. Hog. 
much more excellei * 
then muſt thou 1 
than they? How c 


HS 


I 


dou 


eos Enn 21 


Wours. I reverence the Cherubims, as fo 
any overflowing Veſſels of divine Know- 
dge, which they receive in the largeſt Ca- 
dai dacity of a Creature. I reverence the 
t miirnrones, which God himſelf fills, as the 
nd "Beat of his viſible Glory, which are render'd 
dal .moveably firm and unſhaken by this mar- 
ellous Seſſion. In ſhort, the whole Order 
f Angelick Spirits are the worthy Objects 
in my Regard, as they are the Inhabi- 
it UBnts of Heaven, and make up one harmo- 
Mious Quire inceſſantly to ſing his Praiſe, But 
Ho! ow ſplendid ſoever theſe Titles and Appcl- 
elleptions are, they are infinitely beneath the 
Mm Flory of thine, O Jeſus, which carry with 
we em thoſe Marks of Worth and Dignity, 
f theſſ hich ſer thee at an immeaſurable diſtance 
ft A om them. For to which of the Angels 
s hol ath thy Father ſaid, | 

KS fcc art my Son, this J. 5. For unto which 
bin , have 7 Keen 7 1h; ae 
; - e? He, by his Al- * 1+; Day have I be- 
3 iglity Power, _Cre- goiten thee? 

r 408d them out of no- 

© ing; but thou art dcriv'd from the Foun- 
him n of his very Eſſence; he hath given them 
r Being diſtinct and ſeparate from his own; 
avi. he hath given thee his very ſelf, as a 
inciple of Life and Being. They com- 


* 
ot _ 


in $-nced in time; and thou art before all 
ly Ne. He hath had for them tlie _— 
O 
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of a Creator, but for thee the Communic 

tions of a Father. He hath regarded then 

as faithful Scrvantz 

mad again, I will on whom he hat 
be to him a Father, and plentifully heaped 

he Hall be to me a Son. his Favours; bu 

he hath conſidered 

thee as a beloved Son, to whom he hath 

given all that he poſſeſſes. What Honouſſ' 

and Worſhip is not due to thee, in this high 

| and ineffable Cha 

V.6. Aud again when racter of the only be 


he bringeth in the firit 
begotten into the World, gotten Son of God! 


he faith, Aud let the Au- When thou ö deign 
gels of God worſhip him. edit to come into the 
World by a new and 
ſecond Generation, the Angels receiv 
Commands from him to pay thee the Ti 
bute of divine Honour; and they gladly « 
beyed his Will, as a Law both honourable 
and delightful. . They leaſt of all conſidere( 
thy being veiled in a Nature far inferior t 
theirs, and as much abaſed and humble 
in this thy new Filiation, as thou art 
raiſed in Glory by the firſt ; but even in this 
thy voluntary Humiliation, they adored the 
unchangeable Splendors of thy divine Na 
\ ture, and made no diſtinction between thai 
5 Son of Man, and the Son of God ; ſince al 
% God Man, thou art ſtill their true God 
fs their Sanctifier, their Glorifier, their fir 
and 


h. TI. JESUS CHRIS r. 23 


d unchangeable Love, their chief and only 
licity: I join in Adoration with them, 
divine Jeſus, and confeſs my ſelf more 


had pecially obliged thereto ; for thou didit 
ape" condeſcend to be made an Angel, but 


Man; a Man ſubject to the Law of Death 
r me, who am worthy of Death for Sin, 
which Death entred into the World *. 


hath 

now Angels have not the Honour to be 
highW<mvers of thy ſacred Body, but I am 
ChiWiſcd to this high Dignity by Incorpora- 
y ben at my holy Baptiſm. Thou wert not 


caſed to redeem the fallen Angels ; but 
ou haſt given thy precious Blood, as the 
o theFice of my Ranſom. It is for my Advan- 
ge, that thy Father ſent thee into the 
orld in the Likencſs of Adam's Sons, to 
Tie away the Sentence of Condemnation 
at was gone out againſt them. -I adore 
rabiddee then in this humble Entrance into the 
ord, with the moſt profound Humility 
d Reverence; as the Angels adore thee in 
e Perfections of thy divine Nature, of 
hich there was no beginning, but an in- 
1 thi@mprehenfible Generation from all Eter- 
d thy. That this Sacrifice of Praiſe and 


. Neſſankſgiving may find a gracious Accep- 
n thchee, give me the Purity of the Angel ck 


oſt, who never intermit the lowly Ho- 


—_— 


* Rom. 5. 12. | 
mage 
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mage they ſo freely pay thee. Let | 
Heart burn towards thee with the holy 4 
dours of a Seraphim. Let me be filled wi 
the Knowledge of thee as a Cherubi 
Let me be as the Thrones that bear thy 
Place me with them in a holy Firmnels( 
Duty and Reſpe& to thy ſacred Majeh 
that I may not incline either to the right! 
left toward the Creatures, to love them 
be poſſeſſed by them. Let me ſeek no oth 
Freedom than in thy pleaſing Bonds, 
Strength but in thy gracious Aids, no 
minion but in a frank Submiſſion to ti 
juit Commands. As the Angels are th 
: | ordinary Meſlengeif 

| ory . hg _ and ready Minife 

7 4, 10 Ma 7 * 

7420 bis Angels Spiries, of thy Win, folcry 
and his Miniſters a Flame be a willing at 
of Fire. faithful Executor 


thine. Let me n 
{cmble thoſe Spirits of Fire in the Promp 
neſs and Afrdours of a chearful Obedicncſ& 
Let me fly with a ſwift, unwearied Win 
wherever thou art pleaſed to ſend me. Le 
me bear down the ſtrongeſt Oppoſitions. 
corrupt Nature and a wicked World, th 
ſlacken and retard my Flight, and daily: 
ſcend and approach to thee, by the Puri 
of my Intentions in thy Scrvice. 


XI. Hon 


1. JESUs enn 347 


XI. 
How doth my 


Ch. 


et nt 


ly 4 

| V. 8. But unto the 
d wi Heart — for Joy, Son he ſaith, Thy Throne, 
rubi e, at 9 God, 1s for ever and 
r the Remembrance of erer; aSceptre of Righ- 


nels 
ajelh 
1ght( 


hoſe Words of thy — is the Sceptre of 
Father to thee : thy Kingdom. 

Thy Throne, 0 | 

« God, is to endleſs Ages; a Sceptre of 


lem 

o ot Righteouſneſs is . the Sceptre of thy 
ds, Kingdom. Thou 

10 D haſt loved Righ- V. 9. Thea haſt loved 
to i teouſneſs and ha- f1ghteonſneſs, and hated 
re i ted Iniquity, there- pang | 8 oY 
engellſ* fore God hath a- „% 1706 2999 27 
ny ö | f g nomted thee with the 
nila nointed thee with 0% , Gladueſe above thy 


© the Oil of Glad- Fellows. 
© neſs above all thoſe 


let u 


2 


tor that had Hart with thee in this ſacred 
ne H Union.” The Thrones of carthly Kings 
-ompifare founded on the moveable, waſhy Sand, 
licncthat *tis no wonder they are ſo eaſily over- 
Wager. What is become of thoſe celebrated 

LiIMonarchies of old, which for ſo long time 
ons ruled the World? Not the leaſt Footſteps 
, thereof are now remaining: having ſuſtained 


aily their Grandeur for a while, and made much 
Puri Noiſe and Buſtle in the World, they are 
now fallen to the Ground, never to riſe a- 
gain. Thoſe that are now eſtabliſh'd on 
ne Earth, to which 2 People bend the 


Ho! ſupple 


— 
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- Y | 
ſupple Knee, ſhall periſh with equal Fate, 
ſhall periſh do I ſay > * Yea, the Worl 

« and all that i 

J, Io. And tion, yon « therein ſhall be de 

in the beginning haſt laid «©« ſtrove 1 
the Foundations of the -« iro) ed. This ſ 
. *" | lid Earth, who 
7 Earth ; and the Heavens _ Fun 
1 i are the Works of thy oun ation IS | 
17-0 [tands. « deeply laid, ſha 
| 1 V. II. They ſhall pe- © be caſt down, an 
riſa, but thou remaineftl; «© conſumed by th 
D * A 
aud they all ſhall wax ce devouring Fir 


0 1 7 1 be 1 2 
| ! old as doth aGarment ; cc | * 
15 1 And as a Ve- * Theſe beautif 
172 e Bali thou fold thera Hea\ ens I od 
1 / cc | 
i 4, and they fall te © Work of th 
4 changed: | « Hands, whid 
17 « ſeem fo far 
67 « mov'd from the Decays of Time, ſha 
13% 
14 « wax old as a Garment. Tho' now the 
1 « are expanded as Veils of Azure, a 
4 « ſpread out like Curtains that interceqin 
. ce the Glorics of thy bliſsful Seat; yet tha 


« wilt fold them up as a Veſtment, that Di 
« wilt take them down and deſtroy thenio 
C without Pains, and without RefiltanceWi 
But thy Throne, O Sovereign Monarcific 
ſhall ſtand firm in the midſt of univerl 
Deſtruction, and all other Thrones ſhall 
caſt down, that thine alone may rema 
unſnaken: For *tis to thee alone that G0 
hath given an univerſal Empire, withoff 
any Limitation, cither of Duration, Exten 


Ch.1 
Fate: 
Vorl 
iat 1 
be de 
his {q 
whok 
| 15 0 
, {ha 
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oy tid 
Fire 
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r Power. All the Creatures are ſubject to 
he inevitable Law of Change, but thou 
rt always the ſame, 
nd no more capable 
f Change, than of 
ging reduc'd to no- 
hing. Thy Glory admits of no Encreaſe 
your Homage, nor of Diminution by our 
Difobedience. Thy Treaſures are always 
u, tho' thou diſpenſeſt always with a li- 
cral Hand. Thy Beauties are always new, 
nd in the Pride and Flower of a never- 
lecaying Youth, that feels no Impreſſion 
ears; becauſe they flow not with re- 
c&.to thee, but are ſtayed, or rather 
rallowed up in the Ocean of thy Eternity. 
ow happy do I eſteem my ſelf, to be the 
aſſal of a Monarch ſo tranſcendently great 
nd glorious ! There's not a Kingdom up- 
n Earth that I would change for this ho- 
durable Vaſſalage! Were I exalted to the 
dignity of a Monarch, and ſettled in the 
ollefſion of a Throne, I would freely ſub- 
uit it to thine, not with an Intention to 
eld thee any Support, which thou ſtand- 
ſt in no need of; but to ſhew thee my de- 
e, that all human Glory ſhould bend and 
bmit to thy juſt. Authority. I beg · of 


JESUS CHRIST. 


but thou art the 
ſame, aud thy Tears ſhall 


aot fail. 


ee, O mighty Jeſus, to raiſe thy Throne 
pon the Ruins of my corrupt Affections 


d vain Conceits; yea, on whatever hath 
C 2 the 


» 
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the leaſt Semblance of Worth and Excellenc 
in me. How inexpreſſibly happy ſhould 
be, if my Soul might ſerve as a Foundatig 
whereon to fix thy Throne, which is eſt; 
bliſhed on Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
Thus ſhould I become a Throne my ſelf, ar 
be able to ſee under my Feet, whatever th 
World preſents me now ſo high exalted ; 
bove my Head. *Tis thy unmerited Grad 
and Favour, O my God and Saviour, th; 
will raiſe me to this exalted Eminence; fe 
tis thy Pleaſure that I ſhonld be hereaft 
ſeated at thy Right Hand to partake of ti 
Glory. Never d 

Y.13. But fo which thy Father {peak . 
of the Angels ſaid he at any of the Angels Þ 
any time, Sit on my right he hath to thee; ©, 


Hand, until I nake thine , 
Enemies thy Footftool ? 07 My right Hand, 1 
Pſal. 110. F. 1. til I make thine En 
| mies thyFootſtool : Anh 
this gracious Aſſurance thou giveſt me iu 
thy Goſpel, that where the Head is, thai 
ſhall alſo the Members be. Thou art alr; 
dy ſeated at the Right Hand of God ij 
plane and ſmooth for me the way thithij 
and receive me to the Glories of thy Kine 
dom, which ſhall never have an end. Tt. 
haſt already given me part in the Rojhn 
Un&ion of thy Spirit; and the honouraFh; 
Name of Chriſtian that I bear, ſhews, t! 
I am thine anointed, as thou art the m 
anoint 


Ch. 
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1 


nointed of the Lord. Let me never dare 
o profane this divine and heavenly Unction; 
jor ever oppoſe the weighty Duties it exact- 
th of me. Let me be more paſſionately 
nclin'd than others that partake thereof, to 
"ve thee more and ſerve thee better, that ſo 
may faithfully preſerve it. Finally, after 
hy moſt holy Example, let me be ſincerely 
n Love with Righteouſneſs and Truth : 
et me hate all Iniquity, but let it be with 
perfect Hatred, and much greater in me, 
han in any other. | 
XII. 

O my Saviour, I have moſt potent Ene- 
ies, yet ſuch whoſe Rage exceeds their 
power, that ſeek to obſtruct the Honour 
nd Happineſs thou deſigneſt me. Theſe 
re haughty, rebellious Spirits, which fal- 
ing from their bliſsful * Seats, cannot bear 
hat ſinful Men, by thy Mercy, ſhould 
upply their vacant Places. But thou; in 
ty to us, haſt over- 

alanc'd their rage- V. 14. Are they not 
ul Spite by the Mi- all miniſtriug Spirits, 


ſent forth to miniſter to 
try of good An- 5," bar ſhall be Heirs 
els, who have both f a, | 


ttrength to defend, 


ellen 
ould 
datio 
is eſta 
g ment 
elf, ani 
ver th 
lted 
Grac 
r, thi 
Ce; fo 
>reafte 
ot th 
er d 
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Roſſnd Goodneſs to aſſiſt thoſe, whom thou 
ouraqhalt pleaſe to honour with their Preſence. 
hey are thy Servants, and the Inſtruments 


C3 of 
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of conveying thy Favours, to ſuch as war t 
for the promis'd Inheritance. They guide al 
and conduct them according to thy expreſ 
Commands; they keep continual * Watch 
and guard over t hem; they gently bear then 
in their Hands, leſt they daſh their Feet x 
gainſt the Stones, that malignant Spirits cak 
in the way before them. O my dearc| 
Redeemer, is not {ſuch undeſerved Goodneh 


0 
exe 
to 
dy 


a new and worthy Topick of AdorationMot | 
and Fraiſe ? That the Angels ſhould be th to 
Miniſters, is their eſpecial Glory; but t Ane 
they ſhould miniſter to ſuch miſerable, urWuſc 
grate ful Creatures as the Sons of Men, is Pre 
Exceſs of Love that thou only art able ther 
expreſs. Suffer me not, O blefled Lord, thy 
loſe the Benefit of their careful MiniſtrWatlt 
Let me freely reſign my ſelf to ſuch affect Life, 
nate, faithful Guides, ſince it is to thee aMwhic 
lone that they mean to guide me. As they 
give themſelves entirely to thy Service, ny! 
an entire Dependence upon thee, and a puff > 
Regard to thy Glory in all their Actions; (vcr: 
let all my Thoughts, Words, and Action" He 
be directed to thee alone. Let me with Warilc 
patient, yet holy longing, expect that heaſſplini! 
venly Inheritance thou haſt purchaſed toes Gu 
me by thy Blood; and let the Purity of HH 
Life be ſuitable to my Expectations. Must? 
me neither ſpeak, nor think of any thing bath 
* PlaL 91. 11, 12. obe t 


t 
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this glorious Hope; and in view thereof, let 
au other worldly Hopes appear vile and un- 
va worthy of me. No, my Soul, thou wert 
not made, and redeemed by thy Saviour, to 
expect the fading Riches of this World; or 
to court the vain Applauſe of Men, or to 
exerciſe a Lordly Authority over them; or 
to enjoy the ſhort-11v*d Pleaſures of the Bo- 
ay: Thou expecteſt the bleſſed Inheritance 
of Heaven, the Heritage of the Son of God, 
to poſſeſ which is to poſſeſs God himſelf. 
And in order to obtain this, thou muſt 
nſe all worldly things as Inſtruments of 
Preparation ; and not think to enjoy 
them with a criminal Love, or place 
thy Aﬀections on them, as if they were thy 
Wait Felicity. Teach me, O God of my 
Life, this right uſe of temporal good things, 
which corrupt Nature Gainſays, and world- 
y Wiſdom knows nothing at all of. Yes, 
wWny loving Saviour, thou art my Hope and 
ny Salvation, my Strength, my Portion, my 
(rcriaſting Heritage; and there is nothing 
in Heaven or Earth that I defire in Com- 
1W2rifon of thee. I honour and reſpect thy 
el:iniſtcrs the Angels, which thou giveſt us 

Guides to direct and aſſiſt us in our Jour- 

ey; but they are not the way in which I 

alt walk, much leſs the Mark and Scope 

hither I direct my Courſe, and where I 

pe to arrive, and fix my Repoſe in the 
h C. 4 pleaſing 


— 
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pleaſing Exerciſes of Faithfulneſs and Lo 
They are an excellent Good, but they au her 
not my Good. They are pure, but then 
are not my Purity. Thou art both ther Pie. 
Sanctifier and mine, and our joint Happi ab 
neſs is lodged in thee; theirs, in the pre-*" 
ſent Poſſeſſion of thy Glory; mine, in tent 
Expectation of that bleſſed Inheritance. ear 
ſweet, delightful Expectation | Thou arM*/> 
the worthy Support of all my Sorrows ; tif 
owing to thee alone that I complain not e 
thoſe Pains that afflict my Body; nor d uſe t 
thoſe Griefs that wound my Spirit; nor d nſol 
the bitter Reproaches, ungratetul Uſage, Dolt 
and cruel Outrages of wicked and injurious xcul 
Men. For what is there in all theſe tha Atte 
may be compared with the * Glory that ſua f it 
hereafter be revealed, and is now the ple. 
ſing Object of my Hope. = 
were 

alt t 

„ eng 

J. ſtice 

V. 1. Therefore we Ince thou art 0 gg th 
ought to give the more excellent 1n thy hich 
earneſt heed to the things ſelf. O holy Jeſus 0 ngel: 
which we have heard, a. ces aw Lond to t 
leſt at any time we ſhould © ter u 
let them ſlip. ful to thoſe, to hoi 1 by 
thou preſcribe 27 


* Rom. 8. 18. q 
| aws 


h. 2. 
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Laws; it is but juſt that we ſhould keep - 
hem with an unſhaken Fidelity; not ſo 
nuch in fear of thy chaſtiſing Power, as of 
pffending thy infinite Goodneſs. 
able Legiſlator! O heavenly Precepts ! 


O ado- 


aws truly divine; Commandments holy, 
nlightning, cheriſhing ! is it poſſible that my 


cart ſhould not find you ſweeter than Ho- 
ey, more ſplendid than * Gold, more pre- 


'ous than Rubies? God ſpeaks to thee, O 
Soul, by his Word, and doſt thou re- 


e Law delivered 
y the Mediation of 
Lngels, hath been ſo 
verely puniſhed ; 
alt thou eſcape the 
enging Hand of 
ſtice for diſobey- 
ag that holy Law, 
hich the God of 
ngels firſt publiſh- 
to the World, was 


Werward promul- 
by his Apoſtles, 


uſe to hearken to it? What Contempt, what 
nſolence, what horrible Injuſtice is this? 
Doſt thou imagine that ſo heinous, ſo in- 
xcuſable a Crime ſhall ever paſs unpuniſh'd ? 
latter not thy felt with ſuch deluſive Hopes; 
or if the Breach of 


V. 2. For if the Word 
ſpoken by Angels was ſted- 
faſt, and every Tranſ- 
greſſion and Diſobedience 
received à juſt Recom- 
pence of Reward + 

V. 3. How ſhall we 
eſcape, if we neglect ſo 
great Salvation , which 
at the fir t began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed to us by 
them that heard him ; 


* Pal. 19. 10. 


C5 and 


| 
| 
} 
ſ 
4 
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and confirmed by ii 

W. 4. God 4 U bears Authority of Mi 
ing them witneſs, both cles, and ſo large a 
Tit Hau, and Wonders, Effuſion of the Gif 
and with divers Mira: and Graces of t 
cles, aud Gifts eos Lo- Holy Ghoſt? 


vi 
bc! 
cr 
4 


515 * t what Light ſoe tr 
. g. For unto the Angeli thou placeſt this q 
bal he not put ia dul- vine Law, thou hola 
jection the World to come Arguments enouWt 2b 
whereof we ſpeak. both from Realacril 
and Intereſt to Mit 

gage thy Obedience. The very AuthoriWho 
of the Lawegiver, as he is the Son of God, {Woo 
an irreſiſtible Argument of Submiſſion Mrhic 
his Will. At his coming into the World, lÞro!: 
eſtabliſhed a new World, a ſpiritual Kingentic 
dom, over which the Angels have no Powelhcy | 
and of which he himſclt is ſole Monarch, MW hou 
he animates it with his Spirit, and govenxam 
it by new Laws, to aboliſh the Laws of tifc!t P 
World of Sin, which is his profeſſed Ent w 
my. What immenſe Goodneſs is this, Nou h 
divine Lawgiver, to give ſuch excel bed. 
Laws to vile, degencrate Man, ſo unwajawg! 
thy to be ſet upon the Foot of this new ant eit 


holy Eſtabliſhment 2 Hadſt thou left Mapomit: 
kind under the reigning Power of Sin, Slanhich 
to the Law of their Members, which ha, ; 
ſo cruelly tyranniz'd over them, ſo horridfſes, «- ti 
diſguis'd and polluted them; this Tr“ 
me 
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ment had cquaPd their Defert: But thou haſt 
Jad for them the Bowels of a tender Father, 
vhen tor thee they had the Inſolence of Re- 
bels, and the Rage of open and avow'd E- 
xemics. Thou wert pleaſed to come into 
dum's corrupted World, to ruine and de- 
troy it, and to ſubſtitute in its room that 
uture Mold, ſo clearly foreſeen, and fore- 
old by thy holy Prophets. Thou haſt e- 
abliſhed there a heavenly Polity, and pre- 
crib'd ſuch Laws to thy Subjects, as con- 
alt at once their Honour and Felicity. 
Thou, *tis true, haſt written theſe Laws in 
Blood ; but it hath been in thine own, 
vhich thou didſt plentifully ſhed upon the 
roſs, to merit for them the Grace of At- 
Mention, and Obſervance, without which, 
hey had never been able to obey thy Laws. 
WW hou, by the Encouragement of thy own 
enW-xample, haſt ſweeten'd to them the ſeve- 
igt Precepts, and enjoin'd them nothing 
hut what is eaſy and delightful, now that 
Jou haſt willed thy ſelf the Reward of the 
bedient. O moſt kind, and gracious 
roÞawgiver | who can be ſo unkind and un- 

it either to himſelf or thee, as to refuſe 
Abmitting to thy ſweet and eaſy Yoke, 
Ahich is ſo holy, juſt, and honourable ? 


ha * The State of the Goſpel, in Scripture- Language, is called the 
rice, or the World to come, with reipett to the former State of 
. 
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V. 6. But one in a 
certain place teſtified, 
ſaving ; What is Man, 


that thou art mindful of 


him ? or the Son of Man, 
that thou wiſiteſt him? 


V. 7. Thou madeſt him 


a little lower than the 
Angels; thou crowneaſt 
Vim with Glory and Ho- 
zour, and didſt ſet him 
oder the Works of thy 
Hands. | 

V. S. Thou haſt put 
all things in Subjection 
under his Feet. For in 
that be put all in Sub- 
jection under him, he left 
nothing that is not put 
under him. But now 
we ſee not yet all things 
put under Bim. 


Darkneſs to reign in ſo dreadful and viſiſtread 


It is juſt Cauſe oi 
Wonder, O amiabl: 
Jeſus, that God 
ſhould inveſt Man x 
his Creation, with 
an abſolute Powe 
over the Creature, 
and heap ſuch abun 
dantFavours on hin 
as to differ but litt 
from the Angels: bu 
*tis Matter of thi 
higheſt Afſtoniſh 
ment, that he ſhoul$ 
permit thee not oni 
to be inferior to th 
Angels, but ſubjel 
alſo to the Rage Moſt 1 
the Prince of apoſtle t 
ſtate Spirits, and ſuſpclive 
fer the Power «f/m 


a manner, as to fix thee to the accuriFrom 


Tree. 


And yet in thy loweſt afflidqs une 


State, thou wert ſtronger than the Devilſ«jecte 
that appear'd thy Conquerors; ſince by i PH 
Death thou tookeſt from them the Empiſſh tha! 
of Death, which for ſo long time they huſorteit: 
peaceably enjoy'd. I adore thee, O |Þorio1 


ving Saviour, in the wonderful Condeſc: x 


ſo 
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ſions of thy Love in drawing me from this 
ie and loathſom Condition, wherein Sin 
had plung'd me. Tho' in thy loweſt State 
of Humiliation thou didſt ſeem ſo much in- 
erior to the Angels, yet I acknowledge 
hee for the God whom they adore. Tho? 
n the Depth of thy Sorrows there was 20 
rm and Comelineſs in thee, yet I acknow- 
edge thee the primitive Beauty, whence 
all Grace and Beauty is derived to the 
reatures; and humbly beg of thee to take 
om me the ſhameful Uglineſs and Defor- 
ity of Sin, and to reſtore me to thy Like- 
eſs. We * hid indeed our Faces from thee, 
Ws from one tainted with a Leproſy ; but 
Mis thou alone that healeſt the Leproſy of 
Win, which corrupts my very inward Parts. 
hou, for the Abjectneſs of thy Condition, 
loſt in the Languge of the ſuffering Prophet, 
ile thy ſelt fa Norm, but thou alone canſt 
Meliver me from the Gnawings of that 
Vorm, that ſhall never die. We inſult and 
read upon thee ; and thou delivereſt us 
{From that mercileſs Tyrant that tramples 
gans under his Feet. Thou wert deſpiſed and 
ilejected of Men, the very Scorn of Men, and 
Dutcaſt of the People; and thou reinſtateſt us 
n that Honour and Glory, which we have 
Worteited by Sin. Art thou not exceeding 
lorious, O Jeſus, in thy Abaſement, ho- 
Ce * Iſai. 53. 3. I Plal. 22. 6. 
10 nourable 
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nourable in thy Reproaches, abundant 
rich in thy Poverty? Art thou not ador 
ble in the midſt of the Reproaches of thi 
Enemies, who know not what thou art, ng 
whom they offend ? O let me have the h 
nour of a part in thy Infirmities, that tho 
mayelt fortify me; in thy Abaſcment, thy 
thou mayeſt exalt me; in thy Diſgrace 
that thou mayeſt honour me; in thy Po 
verty, that thou mayeſt enrich me; in th 
Curſes and Reproaches, that I may be ble 
{ed by thee, and made happy with theet 
all Eternity. 
III. 


How am I tran 
V. 9. But we ſee Je- ported with Joy, ( 
ſas, who was made a lit- my Saviour, to co 


He lower thanthe sel, ſider that after tif 
for the 4 Ferin of Death, ; ( 
crowned with Glory and voluntary AbaſemenWhe | 
Flonour ; that he by the below the AngelsWhy s 
Grace of God ſhould taſte thou art now exalte Hut i 
Death for every Maas. in Glory far abonfo th 
| the Celeſtial HierarFWnay 1 
chy! That having firſt been ſubje& to thine, \ 
Power of Darkneſs, all things are now ſubFanr, 


ject to thy Command: That having bor 
for ſome Hours an ignominious Crown Me P. 
Thorns, thou art for ever crowned with Glofiy ace 
and Honour In ſhort, that having taſted Marth. 
the Cup of Death, thou haſt drank it offere 
for ſinful Men, and render'd that ſweet follakeric 
then 
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them, which 1n its own Nature 1s ſo bitter 
and diſtaſteful. It was highly reaſonable 
and fit, that thy Father ſhould make this 
juſt Retribution to the Sufterings thou wert 
leas'd to bear, in Compliance with his Will. 
I adore his Juſtice and Holineſs in the Con- 
duct of this Affair; and return him Thanks 
for this glorious Recompence which is ſo 
vorthy of you both. I preſume, weak and 
niſerable as I am, to claim a part in this 
glorious Reward ; becauſe I am a Member 
of thy ſacred Body, and as ſuch, have a 
Right to taſte of thy Joys, as well as of 
hy Griets. Yea, my loving Saviour, ſince 
Honour and Power are ſo much the due 
Reward of thy Sufferings; may every one 
rhether by Force or Love, be entirely ſub- 
Wnifive to thee. May all thy Enemies bend 
Whc Knee before thee, be conſtrain'd to kiſs 
hy Steps, and lick up the Duſt of thy Feet. 

Hut if their abſolute Subjection be reſerved 
Jo the general Deſtruction of the World; 
ay nothing be found from this Moment in 
e, who am ſo much obliged to be thy Ser- 
ant, that is not entirely ſubjected to thy 
Vill: Grant that in hope of entring into 
le Participation of thy Glory, I may free- 
ly accept my part in thy Sufferings upon 
| of-arth. Is it poſſible that behalding thee in 
olncre Love and Pity, ſubmitting to a State 


foflaferior to the Angels, (whoſe Almighty So- 
el vereigu 
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vereign thou art) I ſhould exalt my ſelf x 
bove other Men, that are my Equals? Shal 
I deſire to be crown'd with Glory and Hoe. 
nour in this Life, when thou wert crown' 
with Diſgrace and Shame? Shall I ever feu 
the Thorns, which in Love to me thou hal 
born with Pleaſure ? or dread to taſte a lit 
tle of the Cup of Sorrows, when thou hal 
ſo freely taſted the bitter Cup of Death? 
IV 


Thou, my dex 
V. 10. For it became Saviour, mightelM 
bine, for whom are all have reſtored to Men 
?bings, and bywhomn are that Life, which the 
all things, in bringing 1 anti” hour 
many Sons unto Glory, to ad 1Olt, Without 1 
male the Captain of their crificing thine OW 
Salvation perfect through upon the bitter Crol; 
Suffering. And when J conten 
plate the inconſola 
ble Agonies of thy Soul, and moſt exqui 
ſite Torments of thy Body; I could wiſh 
methinks, that it had been ſo, and that | 
dear a Ranſom had not been paid for ſuc 
wretched, miſerable Slaves. All create 
things are for thee, as the end of their B 
ing; for they all exiſt, and are upheld bl 
thee as their great Creator and Suſtaine 
And yet through thy Love, the Order 0 
Things is quite inverted : The End is de. 
ſtroyed for the Means; the Principle fo 


what 1t produces; the Cauſe for the Effect wy 


h. 2. 


e Judge for the Criminal, and God for 

e Creature. With one Word thou didſt 

reate the World; with the Effuſion of thy 

cred Blood thou haſt repaired it. Thou 

idſt form the firſt Man out of. Clay, and 
refit him, haſt plung'd thy ſelf into a 
"Wottomleſs Sca of Pain and Grief. Thou 
"Widit finiſh the Work of Creation in Mag- 

ificence and Glory, and haſt conſummated 
at of Redemption in Infirmity and Re- 
roach. *Tis by thee thy Father intends to 
ing many Sous unto Glory; but he hath firſt 
ducted thee thither in ſo rough and un- 
eaſant a way, that thou only wert able 
walk therein. Thou art the Sanctifier, 
d we the ſanctifi- 


I; thou haſt God 5. 11. Fr bock he that 
x thy Father, and ſandhifietb, and they who 
is ours alſo; thine are ſanctified, are all of 
0 Nature, and ours 0c: 
Adoption. But 
ou art ſanctified and ſet apart for us, by 
e wonderful Sacrifice of thy ſelf to his 
tice, who is thy God in Time, as he is 
Father in Eternity. Ought we not 
en to ſeparate our ſelves to God after the 
me manner? But alas! we cannot offer up 
ſelves by our ſelves; for we are neither 
ſts that have Right to offer, nor Sacri- 
es pure enough for to be offer d. Tis 
the Favour of thy Redemption that we 
| are 
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ritance f. And what is this Heritage of ti 
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are become a Royal Prieſthood *, and Se 
fices innocent and acceptable in thy Sie. 
We are unable then to ſacrifice our {cl rir 
to thee, but by thy Holy Spirit; and wiſe 
earneſtly entreat it as the moſt diſtinguilMWo: 
ing Favour we can receive of thy Mercy, her 
V. ft 
So great is th: 
for which cauſe he Goodneſs, O bk 7 
1% ot aſbamed to call fed ſeſus, that td! 
them Brethren. vouchſafeſt to cal Math 
B rethren, without! nl 
ing aſhamed at the meanneſs of our Orig pe 
or offended at our groſs Ingratitude M 
Infidelity. Wilt thou not, O ſinful Me w 
gratefully acknowledge the Honour to wh « 
thou art raiſed by this wonderful Brau oſe 
hood? As thou art the Brother of ]clufecct, 
Chriſt, thou art Son of his Father; and ilMeen 


Son, then Heir with him of the ſame In 


Son, but God himſelf? O the beautiful 
heritance that is fallen to me ! How con 
nourable is my Lot and Portion, how git 
ly is my Heritage! If | regard my Origin, 
may ſay to Corruption, Thou art my Fail 
and to the Worm, Then art my Mother and Willow 
Siſter t. If I reflect on my numbert 
Tranſgre ſſions, I know that I am an Hr evi 
of Death, which is the Wages of Sin Wil for 
"7 Row. {eutor 


Ert. 2. 9. f Rom. 8. 17. 1 Job 17. 14. ff Rem. 5 
er 
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cyertheleſs, Jeſus, the ſupreme Lord of 
caven and Earth: Jeſus, the Son of the 
ving God, hath not been aſhamed to call 
e Brother. It is meet, that Brethren 
hould bear ſome Reſemblance to each o- 
er; and wherein do I reſemble the bleſſed 
vs? He deſcended from the heavenly 
hrone which of Right belongs to him ; 
Vanity prompts me to aſſume Titles 
d Reſpects, which are not my due. He 
ath voluntarily conceaPd his Power; I 
inly-boaſt the little that I have. He hath 
ppeared ignorant, tho? filled with all the 
reaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge; T would 
wiſe and knowing, tho? loſt in the Ma- 
s of a profound Ignorance, He hath 
olen a mean, obſcure Birth; I fooliſhly 
ect, or wiſh an honourable one. He hath 
en in Labours and Hardſhips from his 
Wouth; I have been cnamour'd with the 
lights of Senſe from my very Cradle. He 
ith always obeyed ; my deſire hath been 
command. He delighted in Poverty; I 
"Wctelt and abhor ir. He took Pleaſure in 
eproaches; nothing is ſo much my Dread 
Contempt. He conſtantly declared and 
4 Wllowed the Truth; I oftentimes hold it in 
re /ighteouſneſs. He always returned good 
ner evil: my Practice hath been to return 
il tor good. He died for his bloody Per- 
. Fcutors ; I ſeek Deſtruction to my Enemies. 
cl Where 
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Where then is the Reſemblance of Brethren 
Alas! wherein doth not an unhappy Di 
ference appear between us? Remove by t 
Succours of thy Grace, O my heaven 


Brother, this unſeemly Difference, and { 1 
transform me to thy Likeneſs, that ti f 
mayeſt not be aſhamed to honour me vi | 
this lovely Tie. 
V. 12. Saving, I will Declare to me Mk 
declare thy Name unto Name of thy etern ili 
my Brethren, Father, and as fu ur 
: human Weakneſs u. 
permit, make me to ſee his incomprehenM 
ble Beauties. Teach me what I am it” 
debted to him as thy Father, and to thi hit 
in the Quality of his Son; and give e 
Strength and Power faithfully to perſ 
. theſe Duties. Ope cle 
in the midſt of the my Heart 1 en? 
Church will Iſing Praiſe Mouth. that Irn 
unto thee. * : h that hd ood 
V. 13. And again 1 A an 
will put my Truſt in Aſſembly » M 4 0 
him : midſt of which, ti © 
reſoundeſt his Pra um. 
As in the Days of thy Fleſh, thou diff & 
place thy ſole Truſt in him, and abundanſÞ® 
ly confirm the Reality of thy human NatunÞſ®* | 
by thy Neceſſities and thy Dependence; real 
let me fix all my Hopes upon the Aids NA 
thy Grace, which are my only Support * 
e 


my Infirmities. O what an honourable» 


—— 
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nd Support is this! how pleaſant, how 
owerful, how firm and unſhaken is it! O 
ow acceptable, how glorious toa Creature ! 


Thou haſt 'offer'd and again, Behold, 


I ſelf, O Jeſus, W 7 ad the Children , 
y Father with all % Cod hath given 
je Children that he we. 


ath given thee ; not 

illing to reſerve them to thy ſelf, but to 
turn them again to him by a free and ho- 
ourable Oblation. Grant, I pray thee, 
ut I may have my part in this holy Obla- 
on, on which my ſole Felicity depends. 
hither hath Love 


| arried thee, O my V. 14. Foraſmuch 


1 —————— I rI—— — 
— — — 
— 


ove, in favour of 
eſe happy Chit 
en? As they are 
om of Fleſh and 
Wood, they are ear- 
yand mortal: And 
o' thou didſt not 
ume our Fleſh in 


Wature ; yet thou 
ert pleaſed to take 
real Body, that by 


e ordinary ways of 


then as the Chilaren are 
Partakers of Fleſh and 
Blood, he alſo himſelf 


likewiſe took part of the © 


jame ; that through 
Death he might deſtroy 
him that had the Power 


Death, that is, the 


Devil: 

V. 15. And deliver 
them who through fear 
of Death, were all their 
Life time, ſubject to 


thou mighteſt puri- 


Ak Bondage. 
ds Fering it up in Sa- | 
\tW'fice on the Croſs, 

che Fleſh of the 014 Adam. 


Thou wil- 
ledſt 


46 ELEVATIONS TO Chy 


ledſt that real Blood ſhould flow from th 
ſacred Veins, as it does in ours; that thy 
might'ſt pour it out to the very laſt Dro 
and thereby redeem us from the Voice 
Blood, that cryeth out againſt us before th 
Throne of God. Thou wert pleaſed t 
die, for to deſtroy the Devil's Power, wh 
had the Empire of Death. Thou did 
turn his Weapons of Deſtruction on himſch 
and overcome him by the Inſtruments, 
his own Victory. In not tearing the Par 
of Death, thou haſt taught us to defpiler 
in ſubmitting for ſome fe Hours to its Ui 
minion, thou haſt for ever freed us from th 
Bondage of it. Is it poſſible then, my Soul 
thou ſhould'ſt {till bear any Affection to th 
Fleſh, the Fury of whoſe Luſts hath oc 
ſionꝰd thy Saviour's Death? Shall I yet ca 


tinue in the Pollutions of my firſt Birth, bv O a 
ing ſo highly honour'd with a ſecondMict, 
Shall I be afraid to ſuffer any thing in thi; 

Fleſh, now that my Maſter hath ſuffer'd Wuch{ 
ſeverely in his ? Shall I grudge him a drofſon'd 


of my Blood, who hath ſo generouſly gire 
me all his own ? Shall I exalt the aba 
Throne of Satan, who is a mercileſs 1 
rant to me? Shall I render to Death 
Sting, which is Sin *? Shall I continue 
fight under the Devil's Banner, for ſuch u 
ſerable Pay? What? Hath the Son of Ge 


* 1 Col. 15. 56. 


ins l. 
Vu no 


reject 
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jected the Nature 
Angels, and laid 
od on mine, and 
all I defile this Na- 
re? Shall I be want- 
g in my Acknow- 
doments to him, for this ineſtimable Fa- 
pur 2 He wills me to be a Son of Abraham 
Faith; and ſhall I be a Son of the Syna- 
ue according to the Ficſh ? He hath fol- 
nocd hard after me, for to ſave me, and 
al I fly continually before him, and ſtrive 
Do eſcape his Hands? He, in tender Com- 
fon, hath been pleaſed to reſemble me 
the Infirmities of my Nature, and ſhall 
t I defire to be like him in the Perfections 
his own ? 


Y. 16. For verily he 
tool not on him the Na- 
ture of Angels; but he 
tool on him the Seed of 
Avraham. 


0 ; 

00 VII. 

O adorable High- 

10 Wicit, to what Like- V. 17. Wherefore in 
till did thou % things it behwved him 
| Wichſafe to be fa- “e made like unto his 
ond. 7 Brethren ; that he might 
WOES Hon be a merciful and faith- 
chert to us? HOW ful High-Priecſt in things 
aegEming!ly injurious is pertaining to God, to 
Is Exceſs of Love make Reconciliation for 
1 thy excellent Dig- the Sins of the People: 


What Shame 


d Reproach ! what heavy Griefs and 
ns hath it not charg'd thee with! Couldſt 
du not be found faithful without giving 


up 
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up thy ſelf to the laſt Contempt? with 
being expos'd to the Extremities of Mi 
ry? without taking leave of all that y 
dear and precious? But it is the blind ul : 
inſenſate World only that deſpiſeth thee; 
the carnal Mind alone that deems thee n 
ſerable; it is the Wiſdom of this World a 
ly, that thinks thou haſt loſt any th, 
The Light of Faith, O Jeſus, makes th 
appear exalted in thy Humiliations, gl 
ous in thy Reproaches, contented in 
Sufferings, abundantly rich in thy extra 
Poverty. O faithful High-Prieſt, in wh 
ſacred Mouth no * Guile or Fraud is to 
found: Preſent to thy Father all my Wa 
and Neceſſities; open to him all myWoun;,; 
diſcover to him all my Sorrows. I ſha 
not thus freely addreſs my ſelf to thee, f ¶ D. 
thou not been made like me in the ſame Me 8 
man Nature. Thy Light would haved 
zled and oppreſs'd my Sight, hadſt thou! 
veil'd it under mortal Fleſh. My Infin 
ties would have forbad my Addrefles, hi rcon 
thou not ſubmitted to Weakneſſes like mi 
I believe thy own ſad Experience of Pt hi: 
and Grief, inclines thee to relieve thoſe 
thy Brethren ; and when I conſider the 
thy former State of voluntary Weakneſs, Wink i 
by the Diſpoſition of thy holy Will, unWek te 
the heavy Burthen of Afiictions ; I fired, 


* 1 Pet. 2. 22. 


ex 


le re carr ns 
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49 
xpe& Supports ſuitable to my Wants, and 
qual to the Weight of my involuntary Suf- 
rings. For on account of thy frank Sub- 
niſſion to a ſuttering 
tate, thou haſt re- „. 18 Fr ix that he 
eived Power from himſelf hath ſuffered, he 
od to relieve the is able to ſuccour them 
licted. Thou art at are tempted. 
heir Strength and | 
upport in the Day of Battel, their Crown 
nd Glory after Victory, and no Hand but 
ine can teach them to fight and conquer 
this holy War. Arm your ſelves then 
ith all your Fury, O ye implacable Ene- 
ies of mine, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil: Attack me with your utmoſt 
rength; aſſault me with all your Engines 
Deſtruction; by Threats and Promiſes, by 
e treacherous Senſes, by Honours and 
eproaches, by Lofles, Pains, and Plea- 
res; I will not fear you, ſince I have him 
r my Defence, who by his Death hath o- 
rcome you all. He is my Safe-guard, 
d my Salvation, whom ſhould I fear un- 
r his Protection? Tho an Hoſt ſhould en- 
p againſt me *, yet would I not be a- 
ud, when God is on my ſide. I do not 
Ink it any Raſhneſs in me, O Jeſus, to 
eak to thee after this manner, being well 
lured, that I act conformably therein to 


* Pal. 27. 3. 


thy 


* _ 
—— 


N 
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fefion, Chriſt Feſus; than thee, O io 
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thy holy Will, and ſhall never be diſ; 
pointed of my Hope. Ariſe, come ton 
Aid, O divine Protector, ſince withay 
thy continued Help, I am unable to tay 
The Enemies Attack is ſo ſharp and viole 
that upon the leaſt delay of thy Succou 
I irrecoverably fall. Strengthen me, OG 
of my Might; cover me, O my Shield a 
Buckler ; draw me into thy ſtrong hol 
O my Defence and my Caſtle; O my Pil 
of Support, uphold and ſuſtain me; Och 
my Bow and Quiver, draw for me ſo 
deadly Arrows to wound my powerful] 
nemies; O thou my Sword, be thou ſteq 
in their Blood, and give me the Pleaſure 
an accompliſh'd Victory, the Honour 
which ſhall be aſcrib'd to thee, and I 
for ever ſing thy Praiſe, in the midſt of off 
Brethren, which are thine. 


4 utl 
Hear 

C H A P . III. of all 

3 | lily 
R Cannot haveaugh 

* erefore, holy more wor a 
Brethren, Partakers of Object of Neon 


the heavenly Callin a 
conſider the Apoſtle 5 Thoughts „ Aﬀet 


lee, Cher of our Pro- ons, and my Seri 


ious 
unte. 
ould 


reign n hich 
i 


— 
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divine Miniſter of the Faith, which, by thy 
Grace, I ſincerely profeſs. It was an un- 
parallel d Act of Grace and Mercy to bring 
this marvellous Light upon the Earth; and 
to ſhed its benign Influences upon thoſe 
that deſerved to ſit in Darkneſs, and the 
Shadow of Death. Thou mighteſt have 
done this by the Miniſtration of thy Pro- 
phets, or ſome more worthy Servants of thy 
heaverly Court, which would have laid us 
under infinite Obligations for ſo undeſerved 
a Favour ; but to will thy ſelf to be our A 
ſte, to deign us the yet greater Honour 
ot becoming the Head of a new Prieſthood 
or our Sanctification; this is to drain the 
reaſures, and exhauſt the Springs of thy 
Liberality and Goodneſs. Grant me, Lord, 
deep and worthy Senſe of this loving, this 
wonderful Magnificence. O adorable A- 
poſtle, ſubmit my Spirit to the Power and 
authority of thy Apoſtolate. Fortify my 
Heart with invincible Courage, that void 
ff all Fear, I may openly profeſs, and ſtea- 
ily maintain the Faith which thou haſt 
aght me. Since thou halt made me a 
ronÞP artaker of the heavenly Calling, by a Pro- 
xf Neſſion of this Faith; let me preſerve ſo pre- 
f#F1i0us a Good with an unmoveable and un- 
erviainted Fidelity. It is but juſt that 1 
ſohould be faithful in the uſe of a Favour, 
et rhich thou haſt fo faithfully diſpenſed, ac- 
din 2 cording 


ave 


- w 
* —— | OP 4 Ano > 
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V. 2. Who was faith- 


ul to him that appointed 


him, as alſo Moſes was 
faithful in all his Fonſe, 


but haſt done whatever he willed thee to do 
with a perfect Submiſſion to his Will. Ms 


V. 3. For this Man 
was counted worthy of 
more Glory than Moſes, 
in as much as he who 
hath builded the Houſe, 
hath more Honour than 
the Houſe. 

V. 4. For every Houſe 
is builged by ſome Man; 
but he that built all things 
75 God. 


Advantage. But Thou art as far advanc'd: 


cording to the De 
crees of thy eterna 
Father. Thou nt 
only freely cameſt, 
being ſent into the 
World by thy Father, 


ſes, tis true, hat 
faithfully diſchargd 
his Miſſion, and go. Ct 
verned the People df" 
Iſrael, which wage 
his Houſe, as a Ser 
vant depending ſole 
ly on the Will of hi 
Maſter, and execk 
ting his Commands 
without regard to hi 
own Honour ane 


World, or, to ſpeak more juſtly, the may 


ſenger of God; and Thou art alſo his An 


bove this Prophet, as the Architect is abon 
the Houſe he builds, which is nought but 
the lifeleſs Production of his own Brain; fo 
thou art God, the great Builder of tix 


nificent Creator of it. Moſes was the Met 


baſſador; but Moſes was a conſtituent Men: c 

ber of that ſinful Body of Men, to whid + 

he was ſent ; whereas Thou art not a finfiſ* > 
Membe 
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Member of that Body, of which we all are 
Members : for the Work of thy Embaſly is 
to purity Sinners, by taking away both the 
Guilt and Dominion of Sin. Maſes was a 
Servant of the Father 
of Abraham's Family, V. 5. Aud Moſes ve- 
but Then art the only 7 My was faithful in all 
R his Houſe as a Servant 
begotten Sen of tha r for a Teſtimony of thoſe 
Father, and the ſu 254g, wich were to be 
preme Head and ſpoken after ; 
Chief of that Fami- 
ly. O how happy the Family, whoſe gra- 
cious Sovereign thou art! O how bleſt 
that Body, which hath ſo glorious a Head! 
O what a Grace and Honour is it to me, 
to be a Child of this Family, and a Member 
Wot this ſacred * 
Gracious Lord, N 
Wwiho could have i- , * Jeans -= at 
magin'd, that having FHhyſe : 
J Family in Heaven, 
bright, ſpiritual, knowing, powerful, and 
faithful, as that of the holy Angels is, thou 
Whould'ſt ever think of eſtabliſhing one upon 
Earth, made up of mortal Men; whoſe 


nderſtandings are darkned and bewilder'd, 
whoſe Wills corrupted, whoſe Affections 
depraved; who are ſo wretchedly weak, fo 
nich iitully rebellious, ſo deplorably miſerable? 
It is not of a particular Nation only, that 
C 2 thou 
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thou art pleaſed to raiſe this holy Family, 
as Were under the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Law ; it is of Perſons of all Nations and 
Languages, of every State and Condition 
of Life ; for in thee there is neither * Jey 
nor Gentile, Greek nor Barbarian, Circum- 
cifion nor Uncircumciſion, Rich nor Poor, 
Noble nor Ignoble, Bond nor Free : but 
by a ſurpriſing Act of Love, thou invite 
all Mankind to that Fellowſhip with thee, 
to which they were called at firſt, whill 
in the Loins of their Father 4dam betore his 
Fall. Praiſe the Lord therefore, all ye Na. 
tions, and laud him, all ye People, for his 
Goodneſs extends even to you, who inthe 
vain Conceit of the Jews, were for ever 
ſhut out from being the People of God, 
Rejoice thou deſolate Gentile that didſt not 
bear, break forth into ſinging thou that didit 
not travel with Child f, for thou art more 
fruitful than ſhe that reproach'd thy Bar- 
renneſs. It muſt be confeſs'd, my Soul 
that we are Sinners of the Gentiles, and de- 
rive our Birth from a vile, polluted People; 
but are made now a peculiar People by je- 
fas Chriſt, We were of the Family of the 
Prince of this preſent World t; but are now 
of the Family of the Prince of the World to 
come. Say no more, O Houle of ae 
Je Lord hath not done ſo for any Nation, 


1 Gal. 3. 23, T Ifai. 54. I, Iz Cor. 4 «» 4+ 1 Pfal. 147 2% 
neithet 
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3, 
„ler have the Heathen Knowledge of his 
be Lu. But take up theſe Words and apply 
nd hem to thy ſelf, O Church of Chriſt, for 
on God hath not done for the People of the 


ws as he hath done for you. O how 
omely, how bright and pure art thou, O 
beloved Houſhold of Chriſt ! O bleſſed 
Day, when, by the myſterious Rite of Bap- 
iſm, I was firſt inrolled in this holy Fami- 
How mean and ſordid is the Nobility 
pf the moſt illuſtrious Families upon Earth, 
n Compariſon of thy Glory! How trankly 
o I diſavow my earthly Parentage, and the 
eſpects due to my natural Birth, to bear 
he honourable Name of Chriſtian! How 
eaſonable and juſt are the Laws of this 
rorthy Family! How wonderful its 
DEconomy ! How large and precious its 
reaſures ! How holy its Exerciſes | How 
ure, yet how raviſhing its Pleaſures! How 
-Wonourable, how glorious its Inheritance! 
Tis highly reaſonable that in this Family 
herein thou art Maſter, O holy Jeſus, I 
Would deport my felt as a Servant, with 
he Fidelity of a Moſes. It is my earneſt 
Deſire and Intention ſo to do; but I feel the 

eaven of Pride lurking within, that 

rompts me to lord it over God's Heritage; 

nd tis thy Grace alone that can extinguiſh 

us unhappy Deſire. In Mercy vouchſafe 

ne the Grace of an humble Faithfulneſs, 

24 ſince 


= 
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ſince Mercy only can entitle me to it. Gi 
it me, for thy Name's ſake, and for th 
Honour of tlſy Family; that I may not di 
honour 1t by my Crimes, nor cover it wit 
Shame and Griet by my Swervings and ny 
Falls. As thy Spouſe, the Church, is; 
chaſte and pure Virgin, ſo all its Membe 
ſhould be chaſte and pure: As ſhe is model 
and humble, they ought to glory in the 
alone: As her Deſires are ſolely fix d a 
heavenly things, they, without offence, 
cannot love the things upon Earth. Bu 
tis thou that mult infuſe this holy Diſpok 
tion, ſince Nature inclines them to Lore 
directly oppos'd to thine. Nature intereſle 
them wholly in the temporal Grandeur d 
their Families. Carnal Wiſdom teachei 
them only to avoid whatever tarniſhes thei 

lory, or checks their worldly Intereſt and 
Advantage. All their Thoughts turn upo 
making farther Advances in Honour, Riche 
and Power: and of exalting their on 
Houſes upon the Ruine of thoſe of oth 
*Tis the Light of thy Spirit alone that cu 
diſcover to them the Holineſs of thy he 
venly Family; that can enable them to en 
brace fit means to continue worthy Men 
bers of it. How wretchedly careleſs han 1 
F been in the uſe of theſe Means? Hoff" © 
frequently, how wiltully have I deſpis 
them? And wilt thou graciouſly r 
thi 


— 
r Fe 
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his my ſottiſh Blindneſs? Wilt thou not e- 
ject me from thy Family, as a Servant not 
only unprofitable and vain; but falſe, proud, 
ngrate,, yea, wholly undeſerving to conti- 
nue in it? But what ſhall I do, if thou 
hould'ſt eject me thence > Where, miſera- 
le Wretch, ſhall I go ? Whither ſhall I fly 


7 or Retuge ? Can the Family of the World 
e me what I ſhall loſe in thine? No, I 


all certainly loſe the moſt ſolid and ſab- 
antial Goods, and find none but what are | 
alſe and periſhing. I ſhall quit the ſince- l 
eſt Pleaſures for ſuch as are mingled with l 
all and Bitterneſs. I ſhall ceaſe to be any | 
onger free, and forthwith commence a 
Slave.; and Slave to as many cruel Tyrants 
I have Paſſions. Blot out then, O my 
aviour, my paſt Ingratitude, and my Sin; 


* rau me back into thy Family by a happy 
po onverſion of my Will, which the deceittul 
Vorld hath drawn aſide to its corrupting 


Pleaſures. I conteſs my ſelf a Prodigal, 
hat hath ſpent the Portion of Goods allot- 
ed to me; but my Fault is become my 
xecutioner, and inflicts the Puniſhment I 
d-well deſerv'd. For I am reduced to a 
eplorable State of Indigence. I am fallen 
Jo a Calamity no leſs ſhameful than cruel. 
ea Son of ſo honourable a Family, I am 
come a Feeder of unclean Beaſts. I am 
Wow ready to periſh with Hunger, and the 
D 5 falſe 
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falfe World that promiſed ſuch exquilit 
Dainties, affords me nothing but empy 
Husks, the Refufe of the Food of Swine 
Give ear, O Lord, to my Cry, which co 
meth not out of feigned Lips. O my Fathe, 
T have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before thy 
and am no more worthy to be called thy Son; mak 
me as one of thy hired Servants*, In whatere 
Rank and Station thou ſhalt think fit to plac 
me, ſo I ſtill make one of thy Family,! 
ſhall! humbly accept, and no leſs thankful 
acknowledge it. Should'ſt thou graciouſſ 
vouchſafe a Pardon, yet would it not be 
welcome to me, if I muſt be driven out and 
expell'd thy Family. A Pardon may fre 
me from the Terrors of thy Wrath; but thi 
blefled Fruits of thy Love I ſhall never taſk 
unleſs thou receiveſt _ into thy Houle. 
III. 


———whoſe Houſe are 


we, 


Thou thought 
not enough, O bl 
| ſed Jeſus, to makeu 
of thy Family, and to confer on us the H 
hour of dwelling with thee in the ſam 
Houſe; but art pleaſed to accept us for th 
Houſe , and to dwell in us, in ſo loving 
manner, as we can neither expreſs or a 
knowledge. Thou dwelleſt in thy Fathe 
and thy Father in thee; and you both dw 
in the Holy Ghoſt, as the ſole Principle 


* Luke 15. 18. 1 John 14. 23. 
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is Production, who alſo dwells in you as 
your common Love. And notwithſtanding 
his myſterious in-dwelling with the Father 
nd the Holy Spirit; thou condeſcendeſt to 
re and “* dwell in us, to fit us for the glo- 
jous Manſions thou prepareſt for us. O 
ny Soul, doſt thou ſeriouſly enough, and as 
t becomes thee, attend to this ineffable Fa- 
lac{Wour, of being the Houſe of thy God, and: 
„is Houſe of Pleaſure? What can he find 
ul thee, that may give him the leaſt Pleaſure 
und Delight > How art thou furniſh'd and 
t voWdorn'd to invite and oblige him to make 
is abode with thee ? He is the ever-flow- 
18 Source of Light, and thou art groſs. 
Warknels. He is the Original Beauty, 
hence all other Beauties flow ; and thou 

n odious Spectacle of Uglineſs and Defor- 
ity. He is the unſpotted Image of God; 
d thou, by the Corruption of his Image, 
lembleſt the evil one. He contains all 
We Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge | f; 
d thou art in the Depths of Ignorance- 
d Folly. He is the bright and ſpotleſs 
irrour of the Father; and thou nothing- 
t Filth and Corruption. He is his eſſen- 

Might and Power; and thou under a 

ric& Weakneſs and Diſability to all good. 

eis his Holy One +; and thou an Enemy 

al Righteouſneſs. O how kind and gra- 


WP Epheſ. 3. 17, Gal. 2. 20. + Col. 2. 3. f Acts 3. Ia. 
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cious is the Gueſt that takes up in ſo ma 
and homcly a Cottage, which he hath 
the leaſt nced of, and in which no Neceſi 
can force him to abide ! O how unworh 
is it of his Preſence | How juſt that 
ſhould ſpeedily abandon it, unleſs the Own 
ſhews himſelf highly ſenſible of the Hong 
that is done him; unleſs he puts forth 
his Strength, and uſeth his utmoſt Care! 
retain ſo honourable a Gueſt ! And wht 
canſt thou do, my Soul, to merit the Fan 
of his continual Abode? Thou mult fait 
fully preſerve t 
if we hold fait the glorious Hope whi 
Confidence, and the te- Faith teacheth th 
joicing of the Hope firm 3 
eee, EE} to place in his GHHPer 
and Favour. Ie 
mult ſigh and long after thoſe ſpirinſeal 
Goods he promiſcth : No Calamities Mes 
Diſtreſſes, no Loſs of the periſhing Goaſſcne 
of Life, no outward Force and VioknWelt 
no Threats and Promiſes of the World, Im 
Croſſes, Pains, nor Pleaſures, muſt «acl 
ſeparate you from the Obedience due or: 
this adorable Gueſt, who hath choſe jew 
for the place of his conſtant Reſidem tl 
Lord, I know what I ought to do toſere 
thee in my Heart; but *tis thou that m th! 
give me Power to perform that whidPr it 
know. As it is the Effect of thy Goo if it! 
to come into me; it mult be the {ame Gus 


4 
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eſs that muſt detain thee there. Thou 
muſt adorn this Houſe of Clay with the 
Riches thou meaneſt to find there. Thou 
uſt put it in a Condition of retaining, as 
hou haſt done of receiving thee. My reſt- 
s Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, are continually ſapping and under- 
ining it, and *tis thou only canſt ſettle it 
pon that ſolid Foundation of Faith and a 
good Conſcience, which thou requireſt of 
e. \Worldly Wiſdom bids me confide in 
er, for its Preſervation ; but this will o- 
plige thee to fly the ſooner from me. The 
World ſets open its gawdy Scenes, and 
ews me Glory in every thing but in thy 
Wervice, and the Expectation of the inviſi- 
Wc Goods of Faith: So that thou muſt e- 
tabliſh on thy ſelf the Edifice where thou 


pirin 

es N leaſeſt to reſide, and which thou would'ſt 
Gooender Proof againſt the Storms and Tem- 
oleuſheſts that threaten its Deſtruction. Deſtroy 


me, O my Saviour, this earthly Taber- 
Wacle of the old Man, which neither can, 
or will, either lodge or retain thee ; that a 
ew and ſpiritual Building being rear'd. up 
thy mighty Power, thou may'ſt reſide 
xerein with Pleaſure. Alas! how ruinous 


t ug this old Houſe, which hath the o Adam 
rhidÞr its Architect! How filthy and unclean 
ocl$ it! How diſhonourable and incommo- 


ious! There I find my ſelf blinded by falſe 
| Lights, 
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Lights, and deluded by falſe Ornament 
There J am corrupted by the paltry Ds 
lights of Senſe, wearied with unſatisfying 
Pleaſures, worn out with inceſſant Pain 
and Infirmities. I love it, and yet I hate 
it. I deſire, yet fear the fall of it. If 
from it, yet ek to continue in it. Ly 
it low, and humble it in the Duſt, O m 
God, that being deliver'd from this unhappy 
State, where I neither truly know my (eli 
nor the Miſeries that beſet me, I may re. 
ceive of thee the Houſe not made with Hard 
Eternal in the Heavens. 


IV. 


; It is now of a long 
V. 7. Wherefore as the time, O my Soul, thi 


Holy Ghost ſaith, To day 
if ye will hear his voice, 

V. 8. Harden not your 
Flearts, as iu the Provo- 
cation, in the Day of 
Temptation in the Wil- 
derneſs. 

V. g. When your Fa- 
thers tempted me, Pre- 
ved me, and ſaw my 


Works forty Years. 


thy God in ſundr 
ways hath ſpoke of 
ten to thee; but ii 
Voice, methinks, i 
lifted up to day in 
more uncommo 
and emphatick man 
ner. O ſhut no mort 
thine Ears to thi: 
powerful, lovin 


Sound: Harden not thy Heart againſt the Im 
preſſion of his Words, who ſpeaks for nd 
other end than to forward thy Salvatioi 
Wilt thou reſemble that faithleſs, ungratct 


* 2 Cor. 5. 1. 


People 
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deople, that for the Space of forty Years in 
he Deſert, would not hearken to his Voice; 
hoſe Heart was harder than the Rock from 
hence he drew forth Water to affwage 
cir Thirſt? We Chriſtians, are confeſſedly 
new People of God, who have new Eyes 
p ſee what his ancient People could not ſee, 
d Ears to hear what they could not un- 
erſtand. God doth not by temporal 
hreats and Menaces preſs us to the Ob- 
trance of his Law : He doth not invite us 
D walk in his ways with the gawdy Pro- 
iſes of a Land flowing with Milk and 
loney. They are not carnal Ordinances 
at he now preſcribes; but a ſpiritual 
aw, pure, generous, and free. He ſets 
core us the Law of a heavenly Kingdom, 
d impoſes a ſweet and eaſy Yoke, which 
bears himſelf within us; ſince by his 
Nength alone we are enabled to bear it. 
nd wilt thou not hearken to him, my Soul, 
day, who ſpeaks to thee in ſo agreeable 
d advantageous a manner? Wilt thou, 
Jo art one of his Peculiars, venture to 
Inpt him with that ſtupid People, whom 
wing$'o juſtly rejected? Wilt thou preſume with 
> ImW&em to cenſure his Works which are done 
Truth and Uprightneſs? Wilt thou pro- 
ke him to anger by thy Infidelity, like 
t ſtubborn, adulterous Generation, that 
d not love him with their whole _ 

ut 
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V. 10. Wherefore I 
was grieved with that 
Generation, and ſaid, 
They do alway err in 
their Heart, and they 
have not known my ways. 

V. I1. Jo I ſware in 
my Wrath : they ſhall 
not enter into my Keſt. 

V. 12. Take heed, 
Brethren, leſt there be 
in any of you, an evil 
Heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living 
Cod. 


Wilt thou, like then 
continually err fron 
his ways? And ford 
him to lift up hi 
Hand and {weg 
thou ſhalt never? 
ter into his Rei 
Art thou re ſolv'd not 
to learn Wiſdom x 


the Price of their Fol, g 
ly 2 Or doſt thou e 
fear to equal them 


their Miſeries, if tha 
reſembleſt them 1 
their Unbelief? Is 


poſſible thou ſhould'ſt disbelieve him wh 
is the Truth itſelf? That thou ſhould'ſt | 
much as think of departing from the livin 
God, to follow after ſtrange Gods, rig 
rous Deities, raging, mercileſs Tormentor: 
And what other Gods are theſe than the D 
val, the moſt vile and deteſtable of all! 
ings? The World, which is a cruel, head 
{lrong Tyrant? The Fleſh, which is me! 
Filth and Corruption? Behold- then i 
Deities to which thy Incenſe ariſes, and 
whoſe polluted Feet thy Proſtrations 1 
made. O living God, God of my Li 
never will I be ſeparated from thee, if the 
wilt but be aſſiſting to me. And what c 
ever ſeparate me from thee, if thy Succout 
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re ready to ſupport me? Shall Tribulation *? 
This is the fruitful Parent of Chriſtian Pati- 
nce. Shall Diſtreſs ? The Senſe of thy Fa- 
our dilates and cheriſnhes the Heart. Shall 
 ſecution ? This is the ſure way to Glory. 
Shall Famine * Thou, my Saviour, art the 
read of Life. Shall Nakedneſs ? Thy Righ- 
zouſneſs is our beſt Covering. Shall the 
word ? Thy Aſſiſtance is an 1mpenetrable 
uckler. Shall the Delights and Pleaſures 
f the World? They ſoon paſs away as a 
hadow. Shall worldly Height and Splen- 
or? That is ſoon brought low and extin- 
uſh'd in a Moment. No, my deareſt Je- 
„ nothing ſhall ever ſeparate me from 
ee; every thing ſhall more cloſely fix and 
tache me to thee. I will be ſo united, as 
become one with thee, living thy Life, 


129 not moving one ſtep, but under the Di- 
to gaions of thy Holy Spirit. 

D. V. 

| Be 


Exhort and move | 

e, O Jeſus, by thy V, 13. Bat exhort one 

race, in the bottom e 4arly, while it 15 
3 


8 . called, to day, leſt any of 
wy Heart, to im- 0 * lar. A. 


ove this ſo preci- he Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
% day thou giveſt 

for working out my Salvation, and for 
arding my {elf againſt the Surprizes of 
I have given in too freely to its De- 


— 
__ — — 


luſions, 


* Rom. 8. 35. 
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luſions, and can no otherwiſe redeem the 
time paſt, which hath been ſpent in the tre 
cherous Delights of Senſe, than in ſpend. 
ing the time preſent in the true Pleaſures q 
Repentance. Should I review the ting 
pal, and conſider how unhappily it is loo 
ow faulty and criminal it hath been; ſhould 
I rcflect upon the Number and aggravating 
Circumſtances of my Sins, ſeparate fron 
any Regards to the divine Compaſſion; 
Horror would take hold on me, my Hear 
would fail, and all hopes of Pardon wou 
quite vaniſh.away. For in ſo many Yeayou: 
that have paſs'd over my Head, can I tm 
affirm, that any one Day hath been ſpe 
with that ſtrict Regard to Religion, thai 
they ought all to have been? Either I hay 
done nothing at all, or I have done mud 
evil, or done nothing of what I ought t 
have done, or in the manner that it ſhoul 
be done. My very Childhood hath ſcarc 
been innocent. If the Members of my It 
dy were unpolluted, yet my Spirit hat 
ſcarce becn ſo; and the Malignity of t 
old Man hath openly appear'd, beſoꝶ 
became a Man. As my Childhood hat 
been Ignorance, and my Youth, Folly ; 
my manly Age hath been ungovernable Lan 
and Paffion. I have let lip the moſt bea 
tifal Seaſon of my Life, without think! 
bow to live. I have been a Prodigal int 
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tee of that precious time, which I could 
xt husband with too great Frugality. I 


we wearied my felt in the wayaof Iniqui- 
and have had no other Care than how 
ine paſs away the time, which of itſelf 
lol ould have paſod too ſoon away, without 
du contributing to its haſty Flight. O 
tinoMrerched ill-ſpent Days! *Tis not in my 

pwer to recall you; but I am inſtructed 


your Loſs, not to loſe the preſent to day, 
hich is given me to redeem the time paſt, 


d ſecure that which is to come. O pre- 

pus to day! what great Obligations do I 

re thee ; what deſirable Bleſſings doſt 

du hold ont to me! O favourable to day, 

hich, if I ſo pleaſe, of a yeſterday's Cri- 

nal, renders me an Innocent! knocks off 

nude Chains of a long and miſerable Scrvi- 
ht e, heals my putrefied Sores, extinguiſhes 
old polluted Flames, and completely 

ders me a new Creature; O gracious 

ay! in which I find my Father in my 

ng, my Advocate in my Cauſe, and my 

jour in my Judge. Bleſfed to day! that 

ore charges all my Debts, wipes off the long 
ha Score of Sin, delivers me from the Ter- 

y ; oft eternal Wrath, that have lain fo long 
e Lun me, fets wide open a Door of Hope, 
l affures me of the undefi/d Inheritance, 

| k fadeth not away. O ſacred to day, let 
in ii take faſt hold of thee, let me wiſely im- 
prove 


— — 9 > 
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prove thy precious Minutes to the ny 
wiſe and holy Purpoſes ! Thou blind, fl 


12 

V. 14. For we are 
mad: Pariakers of 
Chriſt, if we hold the 
beginning of our Confi- 
dence ſtedſaſt unto the 
'- 1 

V. 15. While it is 
ſaid, To day, if ye will 
hear his Voice, harden 
aot you Hleærts, as in the 
Prowcation. 

V. 16. For ſome when 
war's had heard, did pro- 
” e ; howbett _ all 
that came out of Egypt 
by Moſes. oo 

V .17. But with whom 
was he grieved forty 
Years? Was it not with 
them that had finned, 
whoſe Carcaſſes fell in 
 #heWilderneſs? - 

V. 18. And to whom 
ſware he that they ſhould 
not enter into 2 reſt, 
but to them that belie- 
wed not? 

V. 19. So we ſee that 
they could not enter in 


becanſe of Unbelief. 


which ſo highly provok'd the God that 


thou ſhalt take th 


lactous World, x 
ſtill buzzing in w 
Ears, to morrow thy 
ſhalt commence 
Convert, to mom 


leave of me, and e 
ter upon a Courk 
ſincere and ſta 
Repentance. h 
can'ſt thou given 
the to morrou thi 
talkeſt ſo loudly d 
Let it ſuffice the 
that yeſterday, a 
for many Years pi 
I have done all ti 
Pleaſure : This w 
Day, even from! 
preſent Minute, | 
nounce all ye 
Pomps and V anti 
and declare open, 
reconcileable Wa 
gainſt you. No 
will not reſen 
that ſtubborn 
faithleſs Peopk 


Wo 
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rought ſuch mighty Salvation for them. I 
hooſe to imitate the Fidelity of thoſe few 
the Wilderneſs, that hearkned to his 
oice, for to eſcape the juſt Judgments of 
e Rebellious, and ſhare in the Recom- 
nce of the Faithful. The Bodies of thoſe 
orates, {tank and rotted in the Deſart: I 
fire that mine may one Day be cloathed 
th Honour and Immortality. They en- 
pd not into the Reſt of the promis'd Land; 
t I earneſtly wiſh for the heavenly Reſt; 
paſſionately long for this holy Sabbath, 
ud will ſeek no other Repoſe than this, 
Which ſhall never have an end. 


CHAP. IV. 


| A 
A Great part of 

my Life, O V. 1. Let us therefore 

God, hath been > Y Mo „ 755 

1 nt in falſe Hopes R eſt, any of p— ſhould 

Wd imaginary F ears. ſeem to come ſhort of it. 

ther lhope for ſome 


idly Good which I cannot attain, and 
ich if I ſhould poſſeſs, would be ſo far 
In advancing my preſent Happineſs, that 

ould ſerve only to enhance my Miſery : 
Nele I fear ſome Enemies, that can do me 
real hurt; and dread ſome Evils, that * 
the 


* 


2 
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it, but they vaniſh and come to nought. 
ut to loſe God himſelf, to loſe the Repoſe 
Heaven, and the boundleſs Joys of that 
y Place, is a real, truly formidable E- 
; an evil fraught with all other dreadful 
yils that can fall upon a Creature. Con- 
er then with thy ſelt, that to love and 
eſire eternal Goods is an exalted Pitch of 
irtue; to * prefer them to all other, is 
onſummate Prudence; firmly to adhere 
d not be torn from them by the rudeſt 


if 


one all other Delights of Senſe in their fa- 
bur, the moſt landable Temperance; to 
lace all our Delight and Hope therein, and 
e fond of nothing elſe, the higheſt Juſtice. 
) chaſte and holy Fear of loſing theſe ine- 
imable Goods, how juſt and honourable, 
ow brave and couragious art thou! Thou 
tt not only the beginning of Wiſdom, but 
5 Glory and Perfection. Love, thy repu- 
xd Oppolite, never drives thee from the 
oſleſſion of the Heart: No, it gives thee 
ith, and freely detains thee there; and 
ou, by way of Acknowledgment, doſt 
ndly nouriſh and preſcrve Love. 
II. 

O Lord, thou haſt V. 2. For unto us was 
fought to us the he Goſpel preached, as 
lad Tidings of an well as unto them; but 


* Sr, Auguſt, Epift, te Maced. 
eternal the 


jolence, is the ſtancheſt Courage; to poſt- 


* 
— — 4 ww 
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the I ord preached did eternal Reſt, as J. 
ub profit them, not be- ſes did to thy Peopk 
ing mixt with Faith in the Jews of a rempy 
them that heard it. rary one in the Lay 
of Canaan but ſuffer us not to partake vi 
them in their Sin and Folly. They gaz 
no Credit to thy Ambaſlador, nor to tk 
Report of the Spies concerning the Beau 
and Fertility of that pleaſant Land. The 
gave car to Deceivers, who ſaid, it is 
Land that eateth up the Inhabitants there 
and all the Men we ſaw therein are of 
huge and frightful Stature. Thus 

racious Promiſes they received, em 
of no effect becauſe of their Unbel 
Thou, by thy divine Authority, O 
ſus, doſt render thoſe that proceed fi 
thy gracious Mouth far more credibl: 
and the things whereof thou giveſt Af 
rance are incomparably greater; ſo that 


l . 8 "RY ) Wa 
our Infidelity is more groſs and criminal, Mae 7 
is alſo leſs excuſable, and more fatal in anc; 


Conſequence. But this Crime is inevitabl 
unleſs thou driveſt out the evil Spirit, 
by many falſe Suggeſtions of the Difficulti 
of the way that leads to Bliſs, gives it e 
tire Poſſeſſion of our Hearts. He ſets! 
fore us ſo many Thorns and Briars, ſug 
ſteep and frightful Precipices, ſo many ſtu 
dy Enemies, and tameleſs Monſters, a 


6—— 


ful 


* Numb. 1 . 32. 
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ſach 2 vaſt Diſparity of Strength and Force 
to make head againſt them ; that our car- 
nal Heart preſently takes the Alarm, and is 
diſturb'd with Fears, that diſarm it of all 
its Courage, and caſt its firmeſt Reſolutions 
to the Ground. Strengthen, O Jeſus, my 
Steps upon the living Rock of Faith, that 
ſtumble not: Give me the Swiftneſs of 
he * Hind, that I may run with Speed o- 
er the moſt rough and difficult Places, and 
o Purſuer may overtake me. If I feel the 
horns in following thee, let me be de- 
johted with their Piquancy: If my Heart 
rembles at the frightful Precipice, ſuſtain 
e on the dangerous Brink ; and carry out 
y Thoughts to the yet more dangerous 
nd dreadful Precipice of eternal Damna- 
jon. When my Enemies ſhall attack me 
rith all their Might; teach thou my Hands 
war, and my Fingers to fight. Thou art 
he Lord of Hoſts, and having thy Aſſi- 
tance, I ſhall not fear the united Force of 
ell. O my Heart, be not thou afraid of 
hoe ſtrong and numerous Legions, that 
ompaſs thee about. Look down with 
ontempt and Defiance upon the World, 
Wt carries ſo reſiſtleſs an Air; and upon 
e Fleſh that boaſts ſuch Confidence in its 
ot Careſſes. Thou muſt enter the Liſts, 
nd combat for a ſhort time; but thou ſhalt 


* Plal. 18. 33. 
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reap the Victory, whoſe glorious, Fruit ſha 
never paſs away. Thou, for the Space 9 
a ſhort Life, muſt endure continual Hard. 
ſhips; but thou ſhalt hereafter enter upon 
an cternal and unchangeable Reſt. This 
| ſurpaſſing Good i 
V. 3. For we which aſſured to all 2% 
have believed do enter that believe, and 1x 
A * he ſaid, As bour to obtain it MLab 
hade [worn in 77 : 
Wrath, if they foall e. en Inceed had Ryo 
ter into my Keſt: al- 8 Or RS ON WIC 
hough the Works were the ſeventh Day; buWhy 
2 from the Fun- the Promiſe made ame 
dation of the orld. thee, relates not tooth: 
this Sabbatical Roi Hens 
nor to the Reſt in the Land of Canaan whid Hut 3 
God promiſed the Jews, and which the Hand 
forfeited by Diſobedience : for the Reſt em- 
an earthly Countrey was too mean a Blel-Mheir 
fing for his adopted Sons by Chriſt Jeſus Me Su 
and therefore he makes them a Promiſe ois un? 
one incomparably more noble, that is, nd th 
heavenly Reſt. This he aſſures them of Hes ol 
the Prophet David *, ſome hundred YearWiced 
after the giving of the Law: from whencejſſcing. 
it appears that he meant not the ancieniÞn:thed 
Reſt promiſed by Moſes, but one wholly new us a) 
as the Labours in which it engages us are e Cor 


7 


For 


a new kind, that muſt be ſuſtained by a Spi the 
rit which is in the Newneſs of the Goſpel dox'lt j 
1 * Plal. 95. 7. | thy | 


III. Lord 


rn 
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7 III 
Lord, what a great 


ondeſcenſion is it 
to our Weakneſs to 
call the finiſhing the 


ſix Days Creation, a 


de from thy Work! 
For it is no Pain and 
Labour to thee to 
orm the Creatures, 
Ince at one word of 
hy Command they 
ame forth out of 
othing. The Hea- 
ens were ſtretched 
hut at this all-com- 
nanding Word: the 
lements took each 
heir proper Seat : 
e Sun {et out to run 
s unwearied Race: 
nd the various Spe- 
les of Animals re- 
diced in their new 
eing. Having thus 
iſhed ſo marvel- 


V. 4. For he ſpake in 
a certain Place of the ſe- 
veath Day on this wiſe ; 
And Gd ard reſt the ſe- 
venth Day from all his 
Works. 

V. 5. And in this 
place aguin; If they ſhall 
enter into my Reſt. 

V. 6. Seeing therefore 
it remaineth that ſome 
muſt enter therein, and 
they to whom it was firſt 
preached, entred not in 


| becauſe of Unbelief : 


y 


V. 7. Again he limit- 
erh a certain Day, ſay- 
ing in David, To day, 
after ſo long a Time; as 
it ts ſaid, To aay f ve 
will hear his Voice, har- 
den not vour Hearts. 


. 8. "Fur if Feſus had 


given them Reſt, then 


would he not afterwards 
have ſroken of another 
ay, 


us a Work, thou did'ſt not abandon it to 
e Conduct of blind and giddy Chance, or 
the Will of inferior Intelligents ; but 
ol ſt it into thine own eſpecial Care, and 
thy over-ruling, ſuſtaining Providence, 


2 doſt, 
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doſt, as I may ſo ſay, continually create i 
This weighty Concern of Government 


unequal to the Capacity of any but thy ſch 


it gives thee no manner of Trouble; andi 
no Labour at all to thee, who delighteſt x 
the Superintendency of the Creatures. Th 
chief Ground of Trouble and Difſquiety 
earthly Princes that have large Eſtates u 
manage, is their Ignorance and Wart « 
Power. They cannot look into the inf 
of Men to diſcern the Intention of the 
Hearts; and therefore know not where 
place their Confidence, or whom to diltril 
Hence it is that they are caſt upon th 
Rock of continual Jealonſy and Suſpicig 
for Want of diſcerning the moſt ſhort ai 
aſſured Means, of ſupporting the Hon 
and Dignity of their Thrones. After 

world of Solicitude and Care, they are 
tentimes loſt and bewildred in their Cow 
ſels. Not all the ſtated Rules-of the m 

refined Policy, can yield them a Clue 

direct their wandring Steps: a thou 


croſs Accidents intervene, that baffle tix 


moſt juſt and regular Schemes: and it th 
chance to fall into a right Track; yet 
Want either of fit and worthy Inſtruments 
Action, or through the ſtedfaſt Hate and! 
ſiſtance of Male- contents, they are ſhamet 


diſappointed of their Ends. I may yet f 


ther add, that tho' a Prince of conſummi 
Witdo 
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I 
1 


Viſdom, ſhould have a Power equal to the 
oſt mighty upon Earth; yet he cannot 
iſcharge his high and weighty Truſt, with- 
put manifeſt Trouble and Diſquiet : Na- 
ure willing that every Agent ſhould ſuffer ; 
nd that no ſtrong Intention of Thought 
ould be without a painful Agitation of 
he Mind, which in length of Time muſt 
mpair and weaken it. But it is far other- 
viſe with thee, O glorious King of Men 
nd Angels: thy Might is boundlefs, and 
hou art that ſupreme Reaſon, which paſ- 
th from one Truth to another, without 
Reflection, and ſifting of Particulars ; with- 
ut joining or ſeparating Ideas, to form any 
uſt and regular Concluſion. Thy all- per- 
& Mind, being without Diſtinction of Fa- 
ulties, without the Uſe of Organs of Senſe, 
nd free from any Tumult and Hurry of 


he Depth of Things, knows and contains 
em all, and ſettles them in a profound 
eace, as incapable of Change as thy very 


being. 
IV. 

Lord, it is not ſaid of the Day of thy 
t from the Works of Creation, as of the 
cher fix, that it had an Evening; which 
ot only inſtructs us that thy Reſt is Eternal, 
ut that we alſo ſhall Reſt in thee from the 
abours of this Life, in the great Day of 

E4 Eternity 


hought; ſearches at one ſingle View into 


= — — * * 
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Eternity that knows no Decline. Yes, u 


V. 9. There remain- 
eth therefore a * Reſt 


Soul, there is a }. Md: 
venly Sabbath preps. ¶ ta 
red for us, if e it 


(or keeping of Sab- approve our ſehe de 
Gul. to the People of he true People MK 
V. 10. For he that is God. a A Sabbath, Ahe 
eatred into his Reſt, he wherein we ſhall Ech. 
alſo hath ceaſed from his from all thoſe painfy WI 
owa Works as God did Labours both of B Du 
from his. dy and Mind, which! 
are neceſſary to co. loo 

duct us thither; and be for ever employ' nin, 
in the pleaſi ing Labours of a divine andW41a 
molt perfect Love. A Sabbath, wherein Vo 
ſhall have no Enemies to contend withal Na di 
no Temptations to reſiſt ; no Difficulties i om 
encounter; no Surpriſes to ſtand in cont is m 
nual fear of. A Sabbath, wherein GrieMao | 
ſhall give place to Joy, Diſgrace to Glo tre. 
Captivity to Empire and Command. roa 
Sabbath, in which thou thy ſelf, O Godo! 1 
ſhalt take up thy Reſt in us, as thou nonrier 
workeſt both in and by us. A SabbatiWie d 


that ſhall reſtore us to our loſt Liberty, an 
the Heritage we were defrauded of. 
Sabbath, reſembling the ſabbatical Year off 
the old Land, which ſhall bring forth n 
Fruit, having no Inhabitants to feed; yt 


* Zabeurioud 
When 
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where the new Earth ſhall inceſſantly pro- 
duce Fruits of Glory for its bleſs'd Inhabi- 
tants. A Sabbath,where,without making Pro- 
viſion for our daily Stiſtenance, we ſhall fit 
down at the Table prepared for us in thy 
Kingdom, on which thy Divinity ſhall be 


1 the incorruptible Food that ſhall ſuſtain and 
pM cheriſl. us. A Sabbath in a Kingdom, 
nu where the King is Reaſon, Truth, Love, 


Duration, Eternity. O glorious Sabba:h, 


how can I forbear : 
VW. It. Let ws labour 


looking and haſt- 2 
ing 79 your Joys | hes e oe 
nd Alas when the fall after the ſame mau- 
world gives me but e, f Labelieſ. 
1 Wa diſtant Proſpect of 
ſme Honour, Pleaſure, or Advantage that 
is making up to me; with what haſty Steps 
do I run to meet it? I try my utmoſt 
Strength and Skill to forward its flow Ap- 
proach. I burn with a continual Feaver 
pf Deſire, and give neither my ſelf ot 
riends any Reſt till I am in Poſſeſſion of 
he deſired Good. And ſhould I not put 
but all my Strength to arrive at this ſweet 
nd heavenly Repoſe that ſurpaſſeth my ut- 
Wnolt Wiſhes and Deſires > O holy Sabbath 
of the People of God, how long am 1 
ritheld from entring into thy Joys! What 
amiſcrable, tedious Baniſhment do I ſuffer 
amidſt the Tents of Kedar ! How inſuppor- 
N E 4 table 
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table is the Toil and labour that, I undergo 
How full of Trouble and Diſquiet is the 
Repoſe that this World bids me ſeek ny 
Satisfaction in! How weary am I in the te 
dious Search of Bliſs, without ever finding 
it! And where ſhall I be able to find it, but 
in thee, O my God, who art my only Cer 
tre of Reſt, becauſe thou alone art my true 
and only Good. I believe, that having Imo 
kindly invited me to this deſirable Re, Mkhe: 
thou, of thy Grace and Favour, wilt putMeſc; 
me into the ſure Poſſeſſion of it. Increale Eye 
this Faith in me evermore; that I may no d 
follow the Example of thy ancient Peope, s 
who by giving no Credit to the graciowſſhn | 
Promiſe of a Reſ? in Canaan, were nevetMice 
ſuffer'd to enjoy it. I ſubmit my Under en 
ogra, 191 tine 

V. 12. Fr the Mord to the Belief o thy 
of Godis quick and pow- ſacred Word, whidi 
ful, and ſharper than a- is quick and-lively, % 
ny two-edged Sword, proceeding from the 
den r has the ever - flowing 
viding aſun . : 
and Sorin, aud of the Spring of Lit 4 
Foints and Marrow, and Power is irrefilt 
1 a Diſcerner of the ble, and more pt 
Thoughts and Inteats of cing than a two-edgaF; 
the Heart. Sword. Let it product 
this worthy effect i 

me, O thou divine Author of this powetiu 
Word. Let it enter into my very 7 ; 
SE arts 


— 
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parts: let it make a happy Separation of 


0, 
e chat part of my Spirit which is carnal, and 
ny Meives in too freely to the Guidance of hu- 


| 
q 
| 
4 
f 
i 
q 
[ 
1 „ 


man Reaſon, from that which enters into 
the Captivity of Faith, and will be made 
wholly ſpiritual by this happy Diviſfon. 
Let it diſcover to me the ſecret Thoughts 
of my unbelieving Heart, which upon the 
moſt diligent Search ſo artfully conceal 
themſelves. Let nothing in the old Mar 
ſcape its ſearching 
Eye. May it clear- 
y diſcover this Body 
Sin that dwelleth 


V. I 3. Neither is there 
any Creature that 1s not 
manifeſt in his hgbt : but 

al! things are naked aud 
1 May it ſo open unto the Eyes of him, 
icely diſſect and 0- with whom we have t9 
Den it, that by a di- 45. 
tinct View of its ſe- 
eral Parts, and a thorough Diſcernment of 
its ſecret Springs and Movements; I 
ay be confounded with Shame at the 
dight of ſo much Sin and Folly, and more 
arefully provide for the future ſome proper 


Wicmedies. 


i v. 
ier O Sovereign H/ 
dg Prieſt, it is from thee y. _ Seeing then 
luck lon 61/4 we Dave a great 
P * je that I expect Iligb--Prieſt, that 1s paſ- 
g's uſctul Know- ſed into the Heavens 
0 a e eAUVOAS , 
etage: Thou alone 7 / 7he Son of God, 


an'lt work in me. 


E 5 


theſe. 


Mortals were abundantly recompenc'd wit 


.Profeſſion. it never depart fron! 
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theſe ſaving Effects of thy ſacred Word; Mei 
and from thy Goodneſs only I expect this Her 
Bleſſing. I adore thee, the eternal ar 
ſitting at thy Father's Right Hand, to reign Wot 
with him to endleſs Ages. Thou, by Wt: 
ineffable Act of Grace to ſinful Men, didi 
deſcend from Heaven; and, by this wo- no 
derful Deſcent, did'ſt caſt a Cloud up in 
thy divine Glory; but in aſcending to tie Hd 
higheſt Heaven, upon thy leaving this low.W!t 
er World, thou haſt diſplay'd thy Glory ian 
its brighteſt Luſtre. O bright and glot· 
ous Heavens, how freely did you open (ori! 
his Reception | With what Pleaſure wer: 
you humbled under his ſacred Feet! Your 
painful Revolutions over the Heads of {intul 


the joytul Sight of God Man, the Saviour 
of Men, infinitely exalted above your highel 
Spheres. Be thou exalted in like manner, 
Q glorious Jeſus, above my Underſtand- 
ing, which is my ſuperior Faculty, and, 2 
it were, the Heaven of my Soul. Penetrate 
it by the efficacious Workings of thy Grace 
and uſe it as a Footſtool to the ſacred Ar 
thority of thy Word. Render it immoves-· but 
ble in the Profeſſo/""* 
let us hold faſt our of thy Truth, and let 


it, tho? all the Cres 


tures ſhould combine to rob me of ſo pre 
- cious 


* a e a = 8 
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d: cious a Treaſure. Sometimes, tis true, I 
eadanger the loſing this invaluable Good; 
and the glitter of the corrupting Pleaſures 
of the World too often blinds my Under- 
ſtanding, and gives a falſe Biaſs to my Will. 
an But, as frail and culpable as I am, I can- 
o MW not let go the comfortable Hope that I have 
in thy Goodneſs. I conſider thee as once 
the cloathed in our frail Fleſh : I behold thee 
ſtooping to the Weakneſles of our Nature, 
and in all things mad? like unto us, Sin only 
excepted. This humble Condeſcenſion of 
thine, elevates me to a juſt Boldneſs; and 
gives a pleaſing Hope that thou wilt ten- 
derly compaſhonate my manitold Frailties 
and Infirmities. Thy Holineſs puts thee 
out of all danger. of Depravation ; but thy 
Love melts thee to a compaſſionate Regard 
to thoſe that are depraved. Had'ſt thou 
never permitted the ordinary Workings of 
the human Nature in thee, in the common 
Weakneſſes of Grief, Fear, and Sadneſs; 

thou mightꝰ'ſt have been to us an Object of 
Adoration and Aſtoniſhment; but we 

u- could never have had thee for an Object of 
-1.Mour Truſt and Confidence, or a Pattern of 

Mrftering Afflictions, and of Patience. Thy 

[ef divine Perfections would have ſet thee at 
too great a diſtance from us, and we ſhould 

Mare been forc'd to take up with the Apo- 

e- 's Words; Depart from me, jor I am 4 

us - E 6 {ii ful 


' 
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finful Man, O Lord“. But havipg appeard 
weak and infirm 

V. 17. For we have our ſelves ; having 
not autiigh-Prieft which been oppreſs'd with 


cannot be touched with 
e e, Gret un Sox; 


mities ; but was in all 
Points tempted like as VY Fears and Pang 
we are, yet without Sin. of Death, as one 0 


like Paſſions with 
our ſelves: Thou haſt taught us in what 
manner we are to weep, how we ought to 
| be afflicted, how to fear; and at the ſame 
time given us the Boldneſs to implore thy 
Pardon, when we neither grieve, nor weep, 
nor fear what we ought, nor in the due 
manner that we ought. O Love of Jeſus 
compaſſionating my Infirmities ! Can le- 
1 ver worthily acknowledge thee ? O glori- 
| ous Weakneſſes of my ſovereign High-Priet, 
how ſtrong and powerful to excite Pity and 
Compaſſion towards me! O aſtoniſhing In- 
firmities of him that is the great Power of 
God, how do you confirm and ſtrengthen 
me in all Goodneſs ! O lovely Pattern of 
Grief and Patience, how truly honourable; 
How highly worthy my Imitation! O my 
Soul, look not upon this divine Model ei- 
ther in his Purity, Might, or Juſtice: As 
Holy, he could not behold thee ; as Mighty, 


2 —ů —_ * 
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he could humble thee in the Duſt ; as-Juſt, 
he would deſtroy thee for ever. Behold 
im then upon the 
Throne of his Love, V. 16. Let us there- 


and of his Mercy Jene come boldly to the 


: Throne of Grace, that 
There draw nigh and we may obtain Dove, 
/4 


reſent thy ſelf be- and find Grace to he 
ore him; but let it i time of need. 


de with alively Faith, 
n humble Confidence, a ſtedfaſt Hope of 
btaining the Pardon of thy Sins, and of 
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8. 


0t ; 


ne Inding Grace to help in time of need, 

hy 2 
P, 

> CHAP. V. 

Le- I. 


i- 3 Divine High- 

Prieſt, what an F. 1. For every High- 
ſonour is it to Men, Nrieſt talen from among 
at thou wert cho- 2 i, ordained for 

fa en in things pertaining 
* OM, among us, unte God, that he may 
offer up Prayers offer both Gifts and Ga- 
i of MW Interceſſions for crifices for Sins: 
eto preſent an ac- 
my table Sacrifice in our behalf; to cure 
el: Ir Ignorance, and compaſſionate our In- 
A nities; being thy ſelf encompaſs'd with 
bry, I fame, whilſt ſojourning upon Earth? 
do could have thought that from this cor- 
ted Maſs of Nature, there ſhould have 
| come 
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come forth a High-Prieſt to heal our Co. 
ruptions ?. O ye High-Prieſts of the Lay, 
that worketh Wrath*, ye mult give placey 
this High-Prieſt 9 

v. 2. Who can have the Law that give 
Compaſſion on the igno- Life. Ye were take 4 
rant, and 3 _ that from amongſt {inf or 
are out vj the way; Menlike your ſell; 
for that be himjelf alſo Jour Office was u 15 


fue. olfer Gifts, and 0 

V. 3. And by reaſon blations for others ; 
hereof, he ought as for but you had need d 
the People, (% alſo for offering them firſtſo 
h:mfelf, to offer for Sins. your own Sins. | 


became you meet! 


1 

to bear with Sinners, being found in tt 'Y F 
Number of ſinful Men; and to ſupponM, 
with Patience thoſe that were wanting ard 
their Duty, being ſo very deficient in jou 
own. But Jeſus Chriſt was in far difterenW, 9; 
Circumſtances from theſe. He that nens 
did or could commit Sin, had no need ¶ N oca 
any Atonement by Sacrifice: He that w that 
ſubject to no Error and Miſtake, hath pitrieſt. 
ed the erroneous, and kindly led them Mither 

i the right way: He ; 

V. 4. And no Man that fulfilled all Rid ins; 
taleth this Honour unto Pons ſue 7 is becom al 


himſelf, but he that is | 
called of God as was the Righteouſneſs mal 
Harun. God for them. V flary 


* EKem. po 15s 


1 
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lurſt not ſay that ye merited the Honour of 
your Prieſthood; neither could ye exalt 
your ſelves to this eminent Dignity: but 
e receiv'd it in Right of Birth, and were 
aled of God, whilſt in the Loins of your 
ather Aaron, on whom this Honour was 
onferred. But Jeſus my Saviour hath me- 
ited the Honour of 


his new Prieſthood ; V. 5. So alſo Chrift 


nd yct he did not glorified not himſelf, to 
3 be made an High-Preeſt ; 
ſame it to himſelf: bat be ib ſaid nuts 


put he, who in the him, Thou art my Son, 
ternit of his Ge- To aay have I begotten 
eration ſaid unto 7zhee. 


xl Im, Thou art my Son, V. 6. As he ſaith alſo 
ld Day have I begot- in another place, Thou 


| . art a Prieſt for ever af- 
tee, ſaid after- ter the Order of Melchi- 
ards, Thor art 4 ſedec. 


iſt for ever after 

þ Order of Melchiſedec. - O Generation of 
lus wonderful in itſelf ! Wonderful in its 
'ocation to the Prieſthood ! Lord, what 
that ſacred Band that unites this thy new 
rieſthood · to thy eternal Birth 2 When thy 
ather had ſaid, Thou art my Son, to day 
ve I begotten thee, was not this ſuſficient 
inveſt thee with the Honour of this e- 
mal Prieſthood 2 Doſt thou not, by this 
ernal Birth, poſſeſs all the Qualities ne- 
flary for a Sovereign Prieſt of the new 


ovenant 2 Art thou not cnrich'd with all 
divine 


— 
— 
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divine Knowledge? Haſt thou not an in 
herent Holineſs of thy own? Is not th 
Goodneſs unlimited, inexhauſtible ? |; 
not thy Power unmeaſurable, and without 
Reſtraint? And is there any Thin g elſe nec 
ful to become a Prieſt worthy of God 
Haſt thou not all theſe Perfections in Unia 
with the human Nature, as the Son d 
Man? Art thou not the Holy One of God, 
the * Word of the Father, his Mercy, hi 
+ Wiſdom, his effectual Might? And yet i 
was neceſſary thou ſhould'ſt be appointel 
Prieſt by a ſingular Vocation, and depend 
upon his Will for the Execution of an Office 
thou might'ſt have juſtly claim'd. O hon 
honourable muſt the ſacred Prieſthood d 
my Saviour be, which was conterr'd i 
Virtue of the divine Sonſhip, and by exprel 
Deſignation of the Father! O moſt high 
and glorious Vocation of God, what i 
ſtructive Leſſons doſt thou teach us? Wit 
among the Sons of Men, unleſs a Child offÞ 
God by the Purity of his Life, ſhall her 
after preſume to officiate in the holy Prieſ 
hood of my Saviour? Who, tho? a Chull 
of God by the Integrity of his Life, ſui 
dare without an expreſs Vocation, to aſſunꝗ 
the Honour of being a Prieſt of the o 
begotten of the Father? Who, that belicve 
the eternal Son of God receiv'd the Priel 


* John 1. 1. T 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
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Th. 5. 


ood in virtue of his eternal Generation, 
an ever think there ſhould any one be 
und worthy upon Earth to partake in this 
jonourable Once ; unleſs Jeſus himſelf (to 
hom it ſolely belongs to appoint thoſe 
hat ſhall officiate upon Earth) ſhall ſay un- 
o him, I conſtitute thee a Prieſt after my 
wn Order? E 


Thy Goodneſs, O divine Prieſt, muſt 
eds be very great, to bear ſo long with 
he criminal Uſurpation of thy Prieſthood. 
et it be thy good Pleaſure to put a ſtop 
theſe ſacrilegious Proceedings. Teach 
ſen the fit and neceſſary Qualifications of 
hoſe thou willeſt ſhould enter into the 
tieſt's Office. Alas! there is ſcarce any 
hing which they are more ignorant of, or 
nconcern'd about. Either Avarice, or 
\mbition, or miſtaken Zeal, is the chief 
lotive of their entring on this ſacred 
harge. They look upon the Patrimony 
t thy Church; but look not to the impor- 
nt Work upon their Hands. They find 
Bread to be ſweet, and fo preſs upon 
ice for ſake of the Loaves. They ſeek 
orldly Glory as thy Embaſſadors, who 
lid ſt conceal thy own Glory under ſuch 
Wunble Veils. They ſerve their own Pride, 
ut look not to their great Unworthineſs: 
VhiPſt others, who are of a meek, 1 

Cy 


( 


— 
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ble, and harmleſs Diſpoſition, err on th 
other hand, in thinking theſe good Qual 
ties ſufficient to denominate them Paſtor 
of thy Flock. Their Zeal to guide and d 
fiſt others, blindly prompts them to aſſum 
this weighty Charge, without a legal O 
dination by the Officers of thy Church 
whom thou haſt appointed thereunts 
But, O Sovereign Shepherd, neither Med 
neſs, nor Innocence, nor Zeal, nor Lean 
ing, are ſufficient Qualifications for the f 
ſtoral Office. Ir'is neceſſary that they fi 
be choſen by thee, to whom belongs ti 
Power of conferring this high Honour; 
being thy {elf appointed to the Prieſt's O 
fice by a particular Deſignation of thy Fa 
ther, when he ſaid, Thou art a Prieſt for eu 
after the Order of Melchiſedec *. How am 
grieved at this ſhameful Prophanation « 
thy Prieſthood ! O when ſhall I ſee a deli 
red end thereof! When wilt thou be ple 
ſed to apply fit Remedies to redreſs i 
Lord, not only the Honour of thy Nam 
but the Welfare of thy Church is deep 
concern'd therein. For thou haſt appoint 
Prieſts upon Earth, as outward means 
ſanctifying thy choſen People: And hol 
ſhall ſuch Prieſts as are led by the Spirit 
the World, be fit Inſtruments of promoti 
thy Glory in the Salvation of Souls ? She 


Pfl. 110. 4. 
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by Diſpleaſure to ſuch as are carried by 
he Love of Riches and Honours to the 
ecciving this ſacred Charge. Enlighten 
hoſe, whoſe good Intentions betray them 
o an Encroachment on the Prieſt's Office; 
hat their Zeal being according to Know- 
edge, they may no longer be charged with 
loing ill, whil'ſt born with a ſtrong Incli- 1 
ation to do good. Make choice of ſuch if 

or Biſhops, and other ſubordinate Miniſters [ 
n thy Church, as ſhall think it their higheſt 
onour as well as Duty to do thee true 
nd laudable Service: And do thou cleanſe 

nd purify them from all the Pollutions of | 
he old Man. Render them worthy * Mi- 1 
ers of the Neu Teſtament, ſince they : 
| 


re unable to find or make themſelves ſuch. 
oath them with thy ſelf, who art unſpot- 
d Righteouſneſs ; that they may be wor- 


de ro approach thy Altars, adminiſter thy 
pegel Sacraments, and bleſs the People in N 
iy Name. Enlarge the Number of the i 


hurch, which are ſo neceſſary in theſe e- * 
| Days; now that it is vigorouſly op- ; 
ugn'd by. its avowed Enemies, and ſhame- 
ly diſhonour'd by its own Children. 


l 
| 
| 
ood, thou haſt already given to thy | 
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III. Thou 


h 


Je 
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Ch. 


=: Thou, O Lat, 

V. 7. Whointhe Days in the Days of t 
of his Fleſh, when he Fleſh, did'ſt offer 
had offered up Prayers Prayers to God, et 
and Srpplicat:ons with forced with ſtim 
ſtrong Crying and Tears, Cries ad Tok 5, th 


anto him that was able h 4 
to ſave him from Death, he would not lems 


and was heard ia that thee under the Poy 
he feared ; er of Death, whid 
thou did'ſt chid 
ſuffer in Love to him, to anſwer his grad 
ous Intention of ſaving Sinners. Th 
Dignity, thy Innocence, thy 1nimitabl 
Charity, and the regard thy Father bx 
to the Condeſcenſions of a miſerable Li 
and a dolorous, ſhameful Death, procurl 
thee an eaſy Grant of ſo juſt a Requeſt; | 
that Death had but a ſhort-l;v'd Power off 
ver thee, who on the third Day, did'{tri.. 
again triumphing gloriouſly over it. ( 
powerful Tears of God Man united in 0 
| Perſon, who can duly eſtimate your Wo 
and Excellence! O holy Tears of the Au 
thor of all Holineſs, which ſo eaſily pi 
vaiPd with him, to whoſe Honour they 
plentifully flow'd ! O ſacred Tears, dras 
from the pure Blood of the moſt pure 
all Hearts, you are the peaceful River ti 
rejoiceth the City of God* ! O that mine E 
could diſtil Tears, which are the celeſti 
* Pal. 46. 4. 
46. 4 De 
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New that falling upon the dry and parched 
dil of our Hearts, doth moiſten and re- 
eh, and render them productive of Fruits 
et for Repentance! O that I could burſt 
nto Tears of true godly Sorrow that bring 
orth Life, and could wipe off thoſe of 
vorldly Sorrow that haſten Death! O that 
ie unfeigned Tears of a truly broken, con- 
ite * Spirit might be my Meat and Drink 
Day and Night, whil'ſt a wounded, rebu- 
ing Conſcience ſays daily to me, Where is 
y God? O moſt terrible, yet juſt Re- 
'Wroach! O Reproach more cruel than 


© WDcath | O how ſhall I bear the frightful 
Neproach, IL here is thy God? If thou, my 


cart, would'ſt openly ſpeak the Truth, 
hou muſt be forced to ſay, My God is to 
e found in Riches, Honour, and worldly 
lealure. This, indeed, ſuits well enough 
vith the Condition of Heathens, who have 
ods of Silver and Gold, lifeleſs Images, 
ar inferior to thoſe that worſhip them 
ut a Chriſtian can have no other God 
Wan the living God, the God of Heaven 
Id Earth; who vouchſafes to make a gra- 
Jous Reſidence in thoſe who walk worthy 
the honourable Name they bear. O let 
e weep without ceaſing for the deplorable 
FWirangement of my God, and let me ſhed 
1 other Tears, than for his Abſence! O 


P Pfal. 41. 35 ; 


ſorrowful 


5 
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ſorrowful Jeſus, whilſt hanging on th 
painful Croſs! give me thy ſtrong Cries au 
Tears, that I may not come under the Pow. o. 
er of eternal Death. The Corruption d 
temporal Death is my juſt due; neither 
I ask an Exemption from it; but ſince by 
dying thou haſt ſubdued Death, I am enn, 
bolden'd to entreat thee to make me a Pe! 
taker of thy Victory. It was impoſiibeMhd 
but thou ſhould'ſt be heard and acceprliMer | 
by thy Father, both in the Quality of a Se 2 
and of an Innocent: But I deſerve to bele(- 
rejected by him, becauſe I am his EnenyMenc 
by evil Works. And yet, as a Member ho 
thy myſtical Body, I hope, that for theMoric 
Regard he bears to thee, my Requeſt wil and 
find a favourable Acceptance with him. 0! 
IV. e ch 

As the Eternal Hit b 


V. 8. Though he were of God, O JeluMt in 


a Son, yet learned he O- a 
ne by the things thou art very Go ins 


which he ſuffered : and ſupreme King | 
whoſe righteous Wiletul 


the Creatures are bound to obey ; but ¶ in 
the Son of Man, tho' in Poſſeſſion of tio 
high Prerogative of the divine Sonfhip Wow! 
thou, in Compliance to thy Father's WilWher 4 
haſt learned Obedience by thy Sufferings. Hoviſſh o 
wonderful doſt thou appear in this thy Staud 
of Diſcipline and Obedience, who, as i to 


preme Lord, doſt exerciſe ſovereign AuthoFiou « 
fi 


—c 
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ity over all? Had thy Father enjoin'd O- 
edience in things honourable and joyful, I 
ould not wonder to ſee thee fo ready in 
Execution of thoſe Orders, that carried 
ith them their own Reward ; but in Sub- 
fon ro thy Father's Will, to quit his Bo- 
m, to eclipſe thy own Glory, to aſſume 
e Form of a Servant, to become Man, 
d one of the loweſt of Men, to live un- 
r Reproach and Contempt, and at laſt 
e an accurſed Death on the painful Croſs ; 
eſe are ſuch aſtoniſhing Inſtances of Obe- 
ence, as thou only art able to explain, 
ho alone wert able to practiſe them. O 
orious Diſciple of Obedience to the Com- 
nds of God! be thou to me a Teacher 
Obedience to thy righteous Will. Let 
e chearfully obey thee, not only in things 
Wat bring in preſent Honour and Reward ; 
t in Sufferings, in a Participation of thy 
uns and Diſgraces. O how happy ſhould 
be, could I once attain this ſound and 
ful Learning! Corrupt Nature inſtructs 
in a far different manner: for either it 
bolly rejects thy Precepts, or would ſerve 
own Vanity in the Practice of them. It 
her abhors all kind of Sufferings, or wills 
1 only as are more honourable: It 
ald ſuffer in its own way, and accord- 
iſp to its own Meaſure and Proportion. 
hof ou only can'ſt make me a true obedient 
rit Diſciple, 


f 
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| Diſciple, in comm 
V. 9. And being made nicating to me ſon 


perfect, he became the a | 
—_ of eternal Salva- Portion of that Y 


tion unto all them that rit, by which tha 
obey him; | wert obedient tot! 


Father's Will. Th 
chearful Submiſſion, O Jeſus, found ſo kin 
a Reception, that after having offer dt 


ſelf a bloody Sacrifice upon the CroxMHo 
thou, by riſing from the dead, did'lt em ly 
upon a new State of Life and Glory. lis 
the Father, as a Reward of the voluntyWMour 
Oblation of thy Life, with ſuch admit Hife 
Patience and Submiſſion, whilſt under i lat 
ſharp Reproach of ſaving others, and bei Con 
unable to ſave thy ſelf ; hath eſtabliſh'd ii. 
| » the Saviour of tate 
V. 10. Called of C Men, as eternal Pr ere 
an High-Prieſt after the after the Order of MH 
Order of Melchiſeaec. chiſedec. How doe be 
rejoice at this Meſus 
compence no leſs glorious than juſt! Wha! 
well endured, and happily finiſh'd Sufi it 
ings of Jeſus upon the Croſs, to what Wy Si 
eminent Pitch of Glory, do you exalt Nrory 
Saviour! O thou ſole Principle of Life aa : 
Glory to thy Members, how extenſive hi 
thy juſt Authority, how glorious is ont! 
Power to ſave! The World indeed We? 
great Strength to ruine and deſtroy. or) 
Devil, who is both ſtrong and ſubtle, Mme, 


Ch. 5. JESUS CHRIST. 97 


his Wiles and Stratagems, and ſeems irreſi- 
ſtible in his Methods of Deſtruction. The 
Fleſh is very buſy in its Motions, which 
re ſo much the more formidable, as they 
arc ſoft and inſnaring. But Jeſus, the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation, hath overcome the 
World, and diſarm'd the great Adverſary 
of Souls. He hath entred into his ſtrong 
olds, thrown down his Bulwarks, forci- 
bly taken away his Weapons, and born off 
his vaunted Spoils. This ſinful Fleſh of 
urs is crucified with him, and he hath pu- 
hed it in his own Fleſh, at the ſame time 
hat he hath taken from it the Sentence of 
ondemnation. Rejoice then, my Soul, 
Which art no longer now in the deplorable 

tate of endleſs Perdition. Thou haſt be- 
More thine Eyes the worthy Inſtrument of 
hy Salvation: Jeſus preſents himſelf to thee, 
o be thy Saviour, and he is no otherwiſe 
eſus, than as he ſaves his People f; om their Sins, 
Vhat therefore ſhould'ſt thou hereafter fear? 
eit the ſhort Interruption of thy Health 
ydickneſs? Or the parting with this tran- 
ory Lite by Death, that makes thee a- 
ud ? Seeſt thou not, that Jeſus, in finiſh- 
his human Life, which was but of ſhort 
ontinuance, is enter'd into Life Eter- 
a? He will make thee Partaker of his 
lory, if thou wiſely deſtroyeſt thy ſelf in 
Jac, by dying unto Sin, as he died for is, 
| an 
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his Wiles and Stratagems, and ſeems irreſi 

ible in his Methods of Deſtruction. The 
Fiſh is very buſy in its Motions, which 
are ſo much the more formidable, as they 
arc ſoft and inſnaring. But Jeſus, the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation, hath overcome the 
World, and diſarm'd the great Adverſary 
of Souls. He hath entred into his ſtrong 
Holds, thrown down his Bulwarks, forci- 
bly taken away his Weapons, and born off 
his vaunted Spoils. This ſinful Fleſh of 
urs is crucified with him, and he hath pu- 
hed it in his own Fleſh, at the ſame time 


ondemnation. Rejoice then, my Soul, 
ich art no longer now in the deplorable 
rate of endleſs Perdition. Thou haſt be- 
dre thine Eyes the worthy Inſtrument of 
hy Salvation: Jeſus preſents himſelf to thee, 
o be thy Saviour, and he is no otherwiſe 
eſus, than as he ſaves his People f; om their Sins. 
Vhat therefore ſnould'ſt thou hereafter fear? 
$1t the ſhort Interruption of thy Health 
dickneſs? Or the parting with this tran- 
tory Lite by Death, that makes thee a- 


his human Life, which was but of ſhort 
ontinuance, is enter'd into Life Eter- 
a? He will make thee Partaker of his 
lory, if thou wiſely deſtroyeſt thy ſelf in 
me, by dying unto Sin, as he died for it, 

F and 


hat he hath taken from it the Sentence of 


ud ? Seeſt thou not, that Jeſus, in finiſh- | 


he 
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and crucifying to him the Fleſh with the Ae 
Enter then upon ney 
Thoughts and Purpoſes of Heart, and think 
no more of preſerving thy ſelf for the World, 
and of fixing thy ſhort-liv'd Happineſs upon 
the Delights of Senſe; but upon Mortihcy 
tion and Self-denial with the Saints; thi 
thou may'ſt not periſh with Reprobats 
and Unbelievers. This Diſcourſe, I know, 


lions and Luſts “. 


V. 11. Of whom we 
have many things to ſay, 
aud hard to be uttered ; 
ſeeing ye are dull of 
hearing. 

V .12. For when for the 
time ye ought to be Tea- 
chers, ye have need that 
one teach vou again, 
which be the firſt Prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of 
God ; aud are become 

eh as have need of 
Milk, and not of ſtrong 
Meat . 

V. 13. For every one 
that uſeth Milk, is un- 
Skilful in the Word of 


Righteouſneſs : for he is 


a Babe, 

V. 14. But ſtrong 
Meat belongeth to them 
hat are of full Age, e- 


rance in this Point 


State of a Chriſti 


carries ſome Tera 
along with it, and 
that thou doſt no 
well conceive it. But 
ſhould*ſt thou not 
bluſh at thy Iegnd 


Is it not an inexc 
ſable Weakneſs | 
thee, that havingre 
ceived the Faith « 
Chriſt, and behel 
the Example of th 
afflicted Maſter, the 
ſhould'ſt be no gte 
ter a Proficicnt in ti 
School of Suffering 
Thou ſhould'ſt lon 
ere this time ha 
paſs'd the Inf 


Gal. 5. 24. 
Ven 


at 


* 


— 
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and no longer ſtood wer thoſe who by reaſor 
in need of being fed of Uſe, have their Senſes 
„% Ae; thou © exerciſed to diſtern both 
«Would have been Good and Evil. 

n a Condition of re- 

er cciving ſtrong Meat, and of practiſing the 


moſt ſevere Duties of the Chriſtian Life. 
As in partaking of the Bread and Wine at 
the holy Table of the Lord, thou haſt had 
frequent Communion in his molt precious 
Body and Blood, which is the Food of 
the full and perfect Man; thou oughteſt to 
be no longer a Babe in Chriſt, ignorant, 
weak, fickle, fearful. Thou ſhould'ſt by 
this time have contracted a ſettled Habit in 
oodneſs, and been under a ſtrong Con- 
iction that nothing is more beneficial, 
wore truly deſirable than Afflictions and 
atience : that no greater Evils are to 
x dreaded than Wealth and worldly Joy, 
cheqproſperity and the treacherous Pleaſures of 
tf be World. O Jeſus, Prince of the World 
tho come, and Vanquiſher of this preſent 
gra orld, impreſs on the bottom of my Heart 


in ulis Doctrine ſo terrible to Senſe, ſo repugnant 
ringgo the ſoothing Principles of Selt- love! Make 
t luße capable of being nouriſhed with this 
> haholeſome Food, which, tho' Nature finds 


loading, 1s ſo healthy and proper a Nou- 


ri{t1Wſbment for an immortal Spirit. Enable 


© thoroughly to _ it by the Heat of 
2 


2 new 
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a new and vigorous Love, and let it nou 
r:/h me unto that eternal Life, which! 
earneſtly entreat, and patiently wait for 
Give me a diſreliſh to the defiling Pleaſure 
of Sin, which are a vitiated, unwholſom 
Diet, that can engender nothing but Cor 
ruption. Let me arrive at a State of Mar 
hood and Perfection under ſo abſolute 
perfect a Maſter, and always rightly 6 
{tinguiſh the true ſalutary Goods of thy 
Croſs, from the falſe corrupting Goods d 
worldly Proſperity, which paſs away as! 
Shadow, and leave nothing in the Hand 
of thoſe that are deceived thereby. h 


V 

an 

CHAP. VI. ” 

Fi 

I. of 

V. 1. Therefore lea- wy 85 * 4 
r already perfect ¶ me 


the Doctrine of Chris, f 
let us go on unto Per- the Knowledge mi 


fection. thy ſaving Trutis 
and long ſince 
have come up to the moſt exalted Precg 
of thy Goſpel, having received ſuch Li 
and Aſſiſtance both to comprehend 1 
practiſe them. But I confeſs with Sher 


my wilful Ignorance and Diſobedience: 
| neit 


OO 


Ch. 6. 
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neither know my Duty as I ought, and 
much leſs have lived up to the little Know- 
ledge that I have. I know that at my firſt 
coming to thee, I renounced the Pomps 
and Vanities of this wicked World ; but I 
do not ſeriouſly refle& on this folemn 
Renunciation, which is yet more extin- 
guüſh'd in my Heart than in my Memory. 
For my Heart is ſtill fixed upon the World 
which I have renounc'd ; and I ſuffer my 
ſelf to be blinded by the falſe Luſtre of 
thoſe Pomps and Vanities which I have ſo 
ſolemnly vowed to take my farewel of. 1 
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have been buried 
with thee in the pure 
Water of Baptiſm, 
and have plunged 
my ſelf again in the 
Filth and Impurities 
of Sin. I have been 
made a new Crea- 


not laying again the 
Foundation of Nepen- 
tance from dead Wirks, 
and of Faith towards 
God, 

V.2. Of the Doctrine 
of Baptiſm, and of lay- 


ing on of Hands, 


ture in the Sacra- 

ment of Regeneration, and have ſince per- 
mitted the od Man to revive in me. I 
W have loſt that additional Strength conferred 
by the /aying oz of Hands at the Ordinance 
of Confirmation, when I diſcharged my 
ſpiritual Parents, and took my Baptiſmal 
Vow upon my ſelf: and if J have not de- 
nied the Faith by word of Mouth, yet I 
have a thouſand times denied it by wicked 
F 3 Works. 
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Works. I have waſh'd off my Pollutions in 
the Bath of Repentance, and ſoon after 
turn'd again to my Wallowings in the Mire* 
I have acted, methinks, as if I had repen. 
ted of my very Repentings ; and after ha 
ving made trial both of thy caſy Yoke, and 
that burthenſome one of Satan; I have foo 
liſnly choſen again the latter t, as if, by o 
ſacrilegious Compariſon, I meant to d. 
clare, that the Prince of this preſent World 
were the better Maſter of the two. Inſomuch 
that I may be taken rather for a Scoffer at rie 
Religion, than a true Penitent ; and myMWh: 
voluntary Relapſes render my Diſeaſe wholly I pr 
undeſerving of a Cure. I neither ſeriouſly re-. B 
flect upon the Bleſſing rot 
and of Reſurrection of a Reſurrection to e- Nane 


from the dead, and of e- ternal Life; nor ona 


er x g 1 will 3 the Terrors of thatWme 


do, Cod permit. tremendous Judg-Wr! 
ment-Seat, at whichMho 
God will examine and judge my paſt Un- 
faithfulneſs and Ingratitude, with as much 
Rigour, as he has had Mercy in bearing 
with them. Inſtra& me then, O divine 
| Maſter, in thy ſaving Truths, which ar 
"0 able to make me wiſe unto Salvation. Make 
them to lie cloſe to the very bottom of my 
Heart, that my Practice may keep equi 


— 


* 2 Pet. 2. 22. f Tertul de pænit. 


Pace 
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pace with my Advances in Knowledge; 
and that attaining to the moſt exalted 
Truths in the Courſe of thy Inſtruction, I, 
by thy Grace, may continually go on unto 
Perfection; till I arrive at the full Man, e- 
ren the Meaſure of thy full Stature, which 
thou wilt reward with the eternal Poſſeſſion 


—— — — 


of thy glorious ſelf in thy Kingdom of 


Glory. 
II. 
Lord, when I ſe- 


riouſly conſider how 
ſhamefully I have 
Iprofaned my holy 
Baptiſm , thy Ter- 
rors are upon me, 
and I am horribly a- 
fraid of thy Judg- 
ments. I know that 


Wit is impoſſible for 


thoſe, who in this 
lightning Sacrament 
ave once taſted the 


V. . For it is impoſſible 
for thoſe who were once 
eulightned, and have ta- 


ted of the heavenly Gift, 


and were made Parta- 
kers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
V. y. And have taſted 
of the pood Word of God, 
aud the Powers of the 
World to come; | 
V. 6. If they ſhall fall 
away, to renew them a= 
gain to Repemtance 5 


Sweetneſs of its heavenly Gifts, and joyfully 
believed the divine Word, which opens to 
hem the Glories of the World to come; 
hen afterwards they lapſe into Sins which 
eprive them of Grace received, to ob- 
ain the Pardon of their Crimes by way of 
nodation as they did at: Baptiſm ; where 
doth Crime aud Puniſhment due are abſo- 
F 4 lutcly 


— 
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lutely diſcharg'd together, and an entir MM 
Change made in the Man, without being . 
in the leaſt obnoxious to the divine Juſtiæ W! 
And are there then no Mcdicines to hea Mt 
the Sores of a wounded Conſcience ? lsnH 
impoſſible for us to appeaſe the Severitie Ml; 
of the divine Wrath? Is the Door of Re-: 
pentance for ever ſhut againſt us? How that 
ſhall Heaven's Gate be ever opened to i- 
ceive us? Is it impcſſible for us to be renewelMic 
unto Repentance ? O frightful, heart-break-Mt! 
ing Sentence! O terrible Lightning of thee 
divine Wrath! What inconceivable Horron et 
- muſt thou caſt upon Sinners? But what ih 
it, O thou infinite Might, that ſo limits 
and reſtrains thy Power to ſave? Haſt thoulifs 
not taught us in thy ſacred Word, that noir 
thing is impoſſible with thee, and that thute 
diſt what thu pleaſeſt in Heaven and py 
Earth * ? What mean thoſe frequent Aſſu l. 
rances given us by thy holy Prophets of the 
Pardon of Sin, when the Sinner repents, and 
turns from the Evil of his uay f? Can'ſt tho 
ever be inconſiſtent with thy ſelf, O eter 
nal Truth? Haſt thou, O moſt loving Fa 
ther, but this one Bleſſing of Baptiſm ? D. 
ſpair not then, O ſorrowful Sinner: Yes 
thou may'ſt be healed of thy Wounds : T. 
Phyſician wants neither Power nor Inclin 


* Pſal. 115. 3. + Ezek. 18. 21. 
tiot 


CW 
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tir: WM tion to do thee Good. But there is a Ne- 
ing Wl ceſſity, that in the Exerciſes of Mercy, the 
ice, Honour of the divine Holineſs and [uſtice 
hea WM mould be preſerved ; and that the Sinner 
Is i ſhould firſt ſmart and grieve under the hea- 
ities ry Senſe of Sin, before he be reſtored to 
Re-Mithe divine Favour. As Man, with regard 
tha te his natural Birth, can be but once born 
d into the World; fo, properly ſpeaking, he 
euel can have but one ſpiritual Birth, which is 
-eal-Mthat of Baptiſm : Bur then, as being once 
f theFWentred into the World, there are Remedies 
rrors|t hand to repair the Injuries and Decays 
at that Diſcaſes bring upon the Body; ſo in 
imits}Mic Treaſury of our Saviour's Love, there 
thous an approved Medicine not only reſtora- 
ive of Health, and Soundneſs; but of that 
ternal Lite and Happineſs we have forfeited 
dy Sin. Repentance, which he hath eſta- 
{liſhed in his Church, heals our bleeding 
ounds, and ſo perfectly cloſes them up; 
hat not the leaſt remaining Scar is to be 
ten. The main Difference between Bap- 
im and Repentance is this, that Repen- 
ance is much more harſh and rough, and 
ves not that Newneſs of Life, by way of 
prth, as Baptiſm does. Repentance, in- 
 Thyiced, repairs a decayed Life, bur it is with 
clings Certainty of its Operation, and in theUTe 
painful Medicines. And what Pains 
Night not to be welcome to me for the re- 
tal | F x covering. 


| # 


. 
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covering ſo holy and precious a Life? 
What excelling Mercy is this of my God, 
in providing 4 gracious a Remedy, ate 
the black Ingratitude I have ſhewn in the 
faulty Conduct of my Life. Can any thing 
be more criminal, or leſs excuſable than tg 
have quitted the //umination ot my Baptilm, 
for the Night and Darkneſs of this preſem n 
World ? What greater Blindneſs and Stu- II. 
pidity than to have renounc'd the heaven ti. 
Gifts, in Exchange for the paltry, uretch b. 
Preſents of the Earth? To have receiv'd un 
Baptiſm the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 

by an incffable Reſidence ; to have beer 

conſecrated to their Honour by an indelibe u 
Character, and after being exalted to lofiol: 
great Honour, to let the World regain Poe. 
ſeſſion of my Heart. Is not this the mot! 
unpardonable Crime thou could'ſt commit ii 
Upon what hard Conditions ſhould'ſt tho 
not ſeek the Pardon of ſo black an Offence! 
What Severities can'ſt thou bear, which 
ought not to be freely born, to wipe ol 
a Guilt of ſo deep a die? O- holy Lig 
of my Baptiſm, what Shame and Troub 
is it to me, to ſee you ſo unhappily ime 
ther'd and extinguiſh'd ! How am I gri 
ved to find my ſelf ſpoiPd and deveſted al 
your celeſtial Gifts; O ſacred Spirit d 
whom I have been a Partaker, how weil 


and fooliſh have I been to force thy Depat 
| ture 
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fe) ture from me! O inconceivable Glory of 
od, Mthe World to come, how am I confounded. 
fer Nat my Baſeneſs in preferring to your Joys 
the the ſordid, ſtarving Delights of this preſent 
fnful World! No, no, there is not the leaſt 
n to M:caſon that after my toolifh Relapſe, I ſhould. 
iſm, Wmcct with as favourable a Treatment as at 
(en my firſt Entrance into this ſacred Covenant: 
Stu · Alt is but juſt that having fell from the Puri- 
ven ties of my Baptiſmal State, I ſhould ſeek to 
cchelMbe reſtored to that holy Life by the conti- 
d aMnucd Labours of a painful Repentance. 
holt III. 

been Since thou did'ſt 3 | 
libleWuffcr but once, O 70 * 4 2 
to o pleſſed Jeſus, the bit- God afreſb, and put bim 
Pol. er Pains of Death, 70 an pen Shame. 

t is not fit that Bap- 

iſm, which is the * Sacrament of thy Death, 
10u1d be repeated; bur that the Door ot 
Kepentance ſhould be ſet open, as the only 
eans of a Reſtitution to thy Grace and 
avour. Alas, what little account have I 
made of thy precious Blood! Account, do 
lay? I may rather ſay, that I have re- 
ewed thy Death, every time that J offen- 
ed thee. I confeſs with Shame that I have 
mcified thee afreſh, my loving Saviour, as if 
Wt had not been a full Satisfaction to m 
weilRage, that thou once wert crucitied by the 


* Nom. 6. 3. 5 
F 6 malicious 
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malicious Jews. I have expos'd thee agi 
by my Sins to the Mockery of Liberting 
Hereticks, and Infidels; who eſtimating 
the Object of my Faith by my Works, har 
thought that he, whom I had ſo inſolenth 
offended, was altogether unworthy of m 
Love, or unable to puniſh the Coiſtempt d 
his Laws. Alas! Can any Crime be fou 
of equal Malignity to this? The Di 
who firſt fix d thee to the bitter Croſs, ha 


no Power upon thy Revival, to place th 


there again; but I have far ſurpaſs hi 


Malice, and have a thouſand times dom 


that in my Heart, which he but ond 
could do upon the Mount of Calra ). & 
now, my Soul, whether Hell hath Tor 
ments equal to thy Deſerts : Say, wheth 
thou can'ſt hope for any other Society th 
that of accurſed Devils, whoſe Infolenc 
and Rage thou haſt ſo far outrun ? Hi 


thou not inverted the Courſe of Things bi 


this ſacrilegious Treatment of thy Saviour 
Thou oughteſt to have been crucified ui 
Chriſt, and thou haſt crucifed him aga 
Thou ſhould'ſt have been fixed to his Crols 
and thou haſt refix d him to the accurk 


Tree. Thou ſhould'ſt have given him G 


ry; and thou haſt put him again to 
Shame. Thou wert obliged to ſet forth 
Honour to the unbelieving World; and thi 
baſt render'd him moſt contemptible to Ul 
believ 


b.6 
an believers. And yet, O inexpreſſible Good- 
tine; ncſs of Chriſt, he patiently bears with this. 
atinoMWbarbarous Ingratitude : He requires no o- 
hather Satisfaction than that of a truly humble 
ent and ſincere Repentance ! And can any thing 
be more juſt and equitable than this? Thou 
pt M art afraid, perhaps, to enter on this pain- 
ound Work : And is not this a criminal Nice- 
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'OUNd 
Deus? Or thou wiltully refuſeſt to engage in 
„ht; and does not ſuch Inſolence deſerve the 


arpeſt Thunderbolts of Heaven? Pardon, 
O my gracious Redeemer, both my Fear, 
and my Refuſal. It is the o/d Man that 
doth this in me; but according to the new 


the 
d hi 
done 


once 
Sin I love and deſire theſe happy, tho! 
ToFaintul Labours, of the truly humble and 
hetheWontrite Penitent. Yes, I reſolve, in Obe- 


lience to his reaſonable Suggeftions, to be 
rucified afreſh with thee: I deſire with 
mpatience to mount the Shaft of thy Croſs, 
ind to taſte of its healing Fruit; the Bit- 
erneſs whercot ſhall be pleaſant to me. I 
reely conſent to be expos'd to publick Re- 
roach and Scorn; to become as odious 
nd deteſtable to the World, which I have 


/ th 
dene 

Hal 
gs 0 
out 
d ui 
aga 


Crols 


cure@aſſionately ſought to pleaſe, as thou wert 
pon the Mount of Calvary; where, by thy 
0 eins and Diſgraces, thou did'ſt deſtroy 
th He Empire of the World, and ruin all its 
1 thaſlory. Reſolve henceforth, in thy turn, 
) my Fleſh, to be crucified with Chriſt, by 
unfeigned 


0 Ut 
jeve 
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unfeigned Repentance, as thou haſt re- cmi 
cified him by thy ſinful Pleaſures. O my 
Eyes, be you hence forward crucified inyou 
Looks. You have taken Pleaſure in behol. 
ding forbidden Objects, therefore you ſhal 
be deprived of ſuch as are innocent and 
lawful. My Ears, you ſhall be compell{ 
hereafter to liſten only to ſad and mournfil 
Things, for having ſo long indulg'd tf 
Things curious and pkaſing. Thou, ny 
Taſte, which haſt been ſo delicate and 
nice, ſhalt partake of the Gall and Vinegalif 
of my Saviour's Cup, wherewith ] reſolr 
thou ſhalt be embittered for the Remainde 
of my Days. O my polluted Hands, yo 
ſhall be pierced and fixed with thoſe thi 
were ſo innocent and pure. And you, m 
Feet, that are ſo ſwift to run the Ways 0 
the World, ſhall be bored and nail he. 
with the Feet of him that ſhall come o. 
judge it. O happy Croſs | O ſeafonablÞ e 
Deſtruction of my old Man! O gloriou ti 
Pains and Diſgraces of true Repentanc bo 
when ſhall I in good earneſt bear youſis 
both in my Body, and in my Soul ? he 
IV 


i Haſt thou not fo 
V. 7. For the Earth many Years, O mWctc 


which drinketh in the 
Rain that cometh oft up- Soul, becn as aLan | 


on it, aud bringeth forth upon which Ge: 
Herbs n. et for them by hath not ceaſed . th 
whom po 
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m} 
your 
2hok 
ſhal 

and 
ell 


rntul 
d { 
, ty 
and 
nega 
ſont 
indel 
yo 
tha 
„ M) 
ys 0 
1alled 
ne t( 
nab 
Ito 
Lance 
you 


horas and Briars. 


rolly abuſing 


hereas thou art but 
accurſed Land, fit 
y to be ſentenc'd 
eternal Fire. Thou 
ould'ſt do well to 
ke a truer Eſtimate 
thy ſelf; and make 


ot ſe 
0 m 
Land 

God 
ed if 


p0 


our down the Ful- 
cſs of his Bleſſings ? 
ath he not refreſh'd 
hee with his gracions Rain from Heaven? 
ath he not endeavour'd to pluck up the 
oxious Weeds with which thou wert in- 
ted? What gratetul Showers of holy In- 
ration and ſpiritual Comſort hath he not 
ently diſtilled upon thy Heart 2 What ſea- 
nable Rays of Light hath he not made to 
reak forth upon it? Yet where is the Fruit 
f this diligent Care and Culture? Inſtead 
bringing forth Fruit worthy his ſacred 
tegard, thou haſt produced nothing but 
And doſt thou not in 
e leaſt reflect upon this thy unhappy Fruit- 
neſs? Doſt thou not confider that for ſo. 
the heavenly Rains and 
Jews, and other manitold Bleſſings of thy 
od, thou rendreſt thy ſelf moſt worthy of 
endleſs Curſe ? Thou art baſely deceiv'd 
| the vain Opinion thou haſt of thy ſelt. 
hou paſſeſt in thy own Eſteem for one. 
lighten d, wiſe, knowing, prudent ; 


111 — 


whom it 1s areſſed, re- 
ceiveth a Bleſſing from 


0a . 


V. 8. But that which. 
beareth Thorns and Bri- 
ars, 1s rejected, and 1s 
nigh unto curſing, whoſe 
cad is to be barned. 


* 
a timely 
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1 1 

ol 

il 
1 

6h 
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Ch. 


a timely Proviſion by good Works for ha 
Bleſſing at the laſt. Come out then, nl 
Soul, from this mike 
V. 9. Bat, Beloved, rable State of Ex 
Woe die erſuaded better cration. ; ſince bh 
things of you, and things Baptiſm thou 1 
which accompany Salva= 
tion, thourh we thus made a holy Land 
ſpeak. render not thy {zl 
frui:leſs Land de 
ſtin'd to Deſtruction. Receive with grate 
ful Regards the retreſhing Dews of the d 
vine Word. Permit with Patience, thi 
Tribulations, as the ſhare of the Ploug 
may tear and break thee up, that ſo th 
Sced of immortal Life may be caſt in thee 
And ſince the Grain fructifies not, unlels1 
firſt dies “ in the Earth; reſolve gencroul 
with thy ſelf to dye this light and tram 
tory Death of Afflictions, which will brin 
forth a Life for ever incapable of Pain ar 
Griet. Yes, O Jeſus, ſince thou art pleak 
to make my Heart the Field of thy divin 
Husbandry; do thou cut, tear, ſeparate th 
Earth of the o Mau, which is an accur[t 
Heil, that it may be changed into a Land 
Bleſſing. Ceaſe not to water it from abo 
with the Dews and Showers of thy heave 
ly Grace ; and let them be kindly receiv 
and as gratefully acknowledged. Let ith 
athirſt tor that ſacred Water that alone 
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zke it fruitful; and encreaſe in it this ho- 
Thirſt, that it may inceſſantly gape and 
ant after continual trefh Supplies. Let it 
ot thro' Negligence loſe one ſingle Drop 
f ſo precious a Liquor; but convert it all 
p Nouriſhment, and bring forth a plenti- 
| Crop of good Works to thy Glory, and 
5 own eternal Felicity. 
V. 

Why ſhould we | 
ar, O bleſſed Re- V. 10. For God is not 


emer, to deliver righteous, 10 forget 


| your Work and Labour 
our Hearts to the of Love, which ye have 


olt ſevere Dreſſing fſhewed toward his 
jou can'ſt beſtow Name, in that ye have 


don them? Art thou miniſtred unto the Saints, 
t the Maſter of aud ds miniſter. 

tele Hearts, as thou | 

the Maker of them; and in this Right 
Creation ſhould'ſt thou not deal with 
em as pleaſeth thee beſt > Art thou not 
fnitely Wiſe, and knoweſt much better 
an themſelves what kind of Culture is 
oſt fitting for them? Art thou not per- 
ty Juſt, and can they fear left thou 
ould'ſt either forget the Pains and La- 
bur that they ſufter, or refuſe them the 
larveſt of that Seed which they have recei- 
d? No, my Heart, give not thy ſelf up 
auch like Diffidence and Diſtruſt: He 
t ſo carefully tills and dreſſes thee, can 
eaſily 
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eaſily forget the natural Reluctance thay 
beareſt to his Culture; but he cannot for 
get thy Patience and Submiſſion in the e 
during it. Thou needeſt not give thy fe 
the trouble of recounting to him thy pain 
ful Labours, who knows them much bette 
than thy ſelf. They are much leſs thine th 
his, ſince it is his Grace that gives thee thi 
Thought, the Will, and the Executio 
He graciouſly wills the Reward to be thing 
and ſhews ſuch abundant Goodneſs to hi 
Servants, that he crowns in them, his ow 

Gifts. He 1s cont 


V.1t. Aud we deſire, 
that every one of you do 
fſhew the ſame 8 
zo the full Aſſurance of 
Hope nuto the end: 

V.12. That ye be not 
flothfal, but Followers of 
ehem, who through Faith 
aud Patience Fs. des the 


Promiſes. 


and not endeavour to add to the Purity 
thy Work's Perſeverance to the end, wit 
out which thou can't never obtain 
Crown ? The King that calls thee tot 
Participation of his Glory, will have 
lot ful, unactive ones in the Number of! 
Thou muſt be diligent, wal 
couragious, if thou would'ſt march in! 


Retinue. 


nually ſolicitous ( 
thy Salvation, whic 
is no ways profitabl 
unto him: And wi 
thou be careleſs an 
indifferent, whol 
ſole Intereſt an 
Concern it is? M 
thou reſt ſatisfy d 
having begun we 


Trau 
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Train, and arrive at the heavenly Reſt pre- 
red for his Followers. It is by the holy 
xerciſes of Faith and Patience that we mult 
mie there; for the Saints in all Ages have 
alked in this Track, and at the end of 
eir Courſe have found the Truth and Ex- 
elence of his Promiſes. Would'ſt thou 
Win, O my Soul, have new Laws eſtabliſh'd 
pon thy account in the Kingdom of God? 
bat Pretence haſt thou for being excep- 
d from the old ones? Or what if thou 
puld'lt procure an Exception, yet, for 
ore's ſake, ſhould*ſt thou not freely re- 
unce it? Yes, O Jeſus, ſince thou haſt 
alked before me in the Ways of Patience, 
reſolve to follow thee, and to turn aſide 
to no other Path. O Faith, be thou my 
mp to lighten and direct my Steps in this 
neſome way! O Patience, never do thou 
ert me! Comfort me under all the Trou- 
es that J ſuffer: ſweeten to me the Toil 
d Labour of this earthly Pilgrimage. Let 
e not ſo much conlider how long it is, 
It how it will end; and what the laſt II- 
e and Event will be. Abraham, in this, 
to me a worthy x 

tern of Imitation, V. 13. For when God 
d I am bound to _ ye . 3 

: am, becauſe he cou 

Ware oY Hime, 

Faith, Thou, O J. 4. Seeg, See. 
Tri my | ly, 


— 


— 
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ly, Bleſſing, I wil! bleſs my God, did'ſt en 
zhee, and, Multiplying, bythy ſelf to him, | 
1 will multiply thee. inn unable 10 0 lic 

V. 15. Aud ſo after he b 8 1 
had patiently endured, he Dy 4) g. _— „ n 
obtained the Promiſe. thou would”ſt ſhow 
down thy Blefln 


upon him, and multiply his Seed as the Here. 
of Heaven, and as the Sand upon the Sea. uc 
But thou, for a long time, did*ſt defer i e E 
Execution of this Promiſe; expoſing li Niet) 
to ſundry and frequent Dangers ; caui ent 
him to wander from one Nation to anote 
People; witholding from him the Bleſiy 
of a Son, till in his old Age; and the 
commanding him to ſlay his promiſed, hi 
only and beloved Son, and to be hin ra. 

| | the Prieſt to ſactii hi. 

V. 16. For Men veri- him on the Altarbu y te 


Ly ſwear by the greater, ith his own Handfiſþ:cd 
and an Oath for Confir- And yet Alrak 


mation 1s to them an end 


of all Strife. had not the n 
Doubt of the Co 

pletion of thy gracious Promiſes; | 
waited for them with a lively Faith, a 
confirmed Patience. Lord grant me Gn 
to tranſcribe ſo great and worthy a Patte 
Thou haſt graciouſly promiſed that Mei 
ſuffer with thy Son, I ſhall alſo reign w 
him, and that the Communion of his & 
ferings ſhall give me that of his Glory. 
cannot in the leaſt doubt of this inviola 
Prom 


— —— 


_— 


% 
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romiſe, and of this 
arvellous Oath 
hich admits of no 


L- that of ſinful 
len; to which they 
vertheleſs defer ſo 
auch, as to make it 
e Band of Civil So- 
ity; and the Inſtru- 
ent of compoſing 
eir various Quar- 
Is and Diſputes. 


iſe my ſelf in this 
race of Patience, 
hich is ſo neceſſa- 
y to obtain the de- 
red Bleſſing? The 
arth is fix d up- 
n the Foundation 
hat thou haſt laid, 
nd it abideth for e- 
er; but thy Promiſe 
$ 2 thouſand times 


S.. 
T0 
+ 


0d 
I 


— * > 9 > © kd _ 


ud and Deceit, 


Ind ſhall I not exer- 


V. 17. Wherem God : 


willing more abundant! 
to ſhew unto the Heirs 
of Promiſe the Immuta- 
bility of his Counſel, 
confirmed it by an Oath : 

V. 18. That by two 
immutable Things, in 
which it was tmpoſſible 
for God to lie, we might 
gate a ſtrong Conſola- 
tion, who have fled for 
Refuge to lay hold upon 
the Hope ſet before us : 

V. 19. Which Hope 
we have as an Aichor of 
the Soul both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, and which en- 
treth mto that within 
the Vaal, 

V. 20. Whither the 


Forerunner is for us en- 


tred, even Jeſus, made 
an Hligh-Prieſt for ever 
alter the Order of Met- 
c hiſedec. 


more firm and ſtable, 


who can as ſoon ceaſe to be, as to de- 
eire. O gladding Promiſes of my God! 
adore your Faithfulneſs, I reverence your 
reatneſs, I bleſs your Goodneſs. 


It 1s 


you only can give me Comfort under all 


ne Troubles that I ſuffer, both from my 
c 


— — — —— 
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ſelf and others. Tis to you alone thy] 
have recourſe, as to a ſacred Anchor thy 
keeps me from being driven by the Way 
of Temptations that beſet me round, Ty 
you only that can raiſe me above this 
ruptible World, to the pure heavenly R 
gion, even to the Holy of Holies, where [of 
ſus my Maſter is entred, not only as a 
High-Prieſt after the Order of Melchiſd 
but as our Forerunner, being deſirous thy 
the Place which is peculiar to his excel 
Dignity, may be made common to us 
his Love; and as the Head alſo of us iu 
are his Body, being unſatisfy'd with his on 
Glory, unleſs he communicates it freely 

his Members. Lift up your Voice and w 
ve Waves of worldly Vanity, of Riche 
Honours, and ſenſual Delights: Tha 
World, which art always a troubled & 
be as noiſy and tempeſtuous as thou cank 
exalt thy angry Waves unto the Clouds, an 
toſs me as one ready to periſh to all hut 
Appearance in thy immeaſurable Depths: 
will not tear thy rudeſt Efforts, becaule 
have a lively Hope, which, as a ſteady 4 
chor, keeps me from periſhing by thy m: 
cileſs Rage and Violence. And yet, iti 
not thou, my Soul, that reſiſteſt the im 
tuous Fury of thine Enemies. Thou, lo 
eer this time, wouldſt have been buried! 
theic mighty Waters, hadſt thou been | 


10 


2» 
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o thy own feeble Powers. It is the Au- 
or of a Chriſtian Hope that keeps thee im- 
oveably fixt, and gives thee fo ſtanch and 
mnourable a Firmneſs. Blefled Anchor of 
Salvation, hold me, hold me faſt, and 
t me ſeek no other Stay but thee alone. 
Thou treacherous human Wiſdom, haſt for 
long time miſerably abuſed me, whilſt I 


rt; but the Experience of thy Weakneſs 
th undeceived me. I am now too ſenſi- 
e, that thou art a faint, unſteady Light, 
d thy utmoſt Strength but Weakneſs and 
eceit. I perceive that thou art accuſtom'd 
great ſwelling Words, and boaſteſt much 
Firmneſs of Mind, and unſhaken Reſo- 
u rion; whereas thy beſt Effects are weak 
ood languiſhing, and the more we confide 
an thy Strength, ſo much the more per- 
Med, wavering, and unſettled our Con- 
WW tion is. I henceforth renounce the Pride 

all thy Maxims, and entirely reſign my 
Wit to thee, O Hope in the living God. 
ea thee, O faithful Anchor, I fix my Hold, 
hich alone canſt keep me firm and unſha- 
n. I brace my felt cloſe to thee, I reſt 
d ſtay upon thee alone, to prevent the 
upwreck wherewith I am threatned. The 
achor that preſerves the Ships from being 
wen by the Winds and Waves, abides 


ot in the midſt of the Waters, but deſcends 
U to 


ainly thought thee ſufficient ſor my Sup- 


** 
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to the very bottom, to lay hold upon th 
Rocks or Sands: In like manner, O Hoy 
of my Soul, reſt not thy ſelf upon t 
Goods of the World, which are unſtable x 
Water; but enter thou into the Land of t 
Living, and there fix thy Hola with an in 
moveable Firmneſs. Penetrate even to tf 
Glories that are within the Veil, which x 
above the Reach of Senſe, and the Diſce 
ment of Reaſon; namely, to that incompr 
henſible Glory which God hath prepay 
for them that love him. 


CGI AE. YI 


I. 
Hen I con 
„ 2 der, O nl 
chiſedec King of Salem, God, the ogloriou 
Prieſt of the moſt High Victory EY gate 
God, who met Abrabam 
to thy Servant Abr 


returning from the 
Slaughter of the Kings, ham over the ti 


amd bleſſed him: Kings who had plu 

der'd the Goods ( 
his Brother Lot; I cannot but call to min 
the many wonderful Victories, which, bi 
thy Son Jeſus, thou haſt given me overt 
World and the Devil, who had taken aw: 


cept 
ption 


all my Subſtance. It was not my Oanner 


Prudence, Strength, and Courage, that baiall I b 
ar 


r 
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Ch. 7. 


—— 


any time defeated the Powers of Darkneſs; 
but thy Right Hand and thine Arm hath 
ut them to Flight, and to thee is owing 
whatever hath been retaken from them. 
Thou haſt honour d me on my Return from 
this Combat, with a Bleſſing ſo much the 


nore conſiderable than that of Melchiſedec 


to the Patriarch Abraham; as it hath ſerved 
not only as a Crown to my former Victo- 
ries; but an aſſured Pledge and Earneſt of 
obtaining more. Abraham, in Acknow- 
edgment of his Vi- 


ory held of thee, V. 2. Ty whom alſo 
ffer'd to thee „ in Abraham gave a tenth 


he Perſon of thy Part of al: 
rieſt, the Tenths of 


|| the Spolls ; and is it not highly equita- 


e, that in Conformity to his Example, I 


hould preſent to thee the Spoils of all that 
have taken. But what other Spoils are 
ele than my Soul and my Body, which 
ou haſt redeemed from the Power of 
heath and the Devil? I ought therefore to 
fer them both, whole and entire to thee ; 
d I do it in the Sincerity of my Heart. 
cept this Offering, how unworthy ſoe- 
r it may be; and to render it worthy thy 
cceptance, do thou purify it in the Re- 


otion, and teach me the moſt agreeable 


anner of preſenting it. O how happy 
all be, it I retain nothing for my ſelf of 
what 


— REIT TOO” ů ——— ͥ ͤlvUu— — 
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to the very bottom, to'lay hold upon te 
Rocks or Sands: In like manner, O Hoy 
of my Soul, reſt not thy ſelf upon til... 
Goods of the World, which are unſtable x 1 
Water; but enter thou into the Land of g Th 
Living, and there fix thy Hold with an ir this 
moveable Firmneſs. Penetrate even to no 
Glories that are within the Veil, which 
above the Reach of Senſe, and the Diſce 


t 
ment of Reaſon; namely, to that incompr C 
henſible Glory which God hath pre bta 
for them that love him. edg 
ory 
| fer” 
C HAP. Vn. 7 
ref! 
I. 

| Hen I cone, : 
3 Fo 2 der, O wWoulc 

chiſedec King of Salem, 00 
Prieſt of the moſt High — 2 - 
God, who met Abraham * 8 ud 
returnins from the do thy Servant Ai % 
Slaughter of the Ning, ham over the fpeath 
and bleſſed him: Kings who had pu fer t 
der'd the Goods Md I 
his Brother Lot; I cannot but call to minſccep 
the many wonderful Victories, which, Hr it x 
thy Son Jeſus, thou haſt given me over ii ¶ccep: 
World and the Devil, who had taken a ption 
all my Subſtance. It was not my anner 
allI | 


Prudence, Strength, and Courage, that ha 
q 


I 
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any time defeated the Powers of Darkneſs; 
but thy Right Hand and thine Arm hath 
at them to Flight, and to thee is owing 
whatever hath been retaken from them. 
Thou haſt honour d me on my Return from 
this Combat, with a Bleſſing ſo much the 
nore conſiderable than that of Melchiſedec 
to the Patriarch Abraham; as it hath ſerved 
ot only as a Crown to my former Victo- 
rics; but an aſſured Pledge and Earneſt of 
obtaining more. Abraham, in Acknow- 
edgment of his Vi- 

ory held of thee, V. 2. To whom alſo 
ffer'd to thee, in Abraham gave a tenth 
he Perſon of thy Part ef all: 

rieſt, the Tenths of 

|| the Spoils; and is it not highly equita- 
e, that in Conformity to his Example, I 
hould preſent to thee the Spoils of all that 
have taken. But what other Spoils are 
ele than my Soul and my Body, which 
ou haſt redeemed from the Power of 
heath and the Devil? I ought therefore to 
fer them both, whole and entire to thee; 
d I do it in the Sincerity of my Heart. 
cept this Offering, how unworthy ſoe- 
rt may be; and to render it worthy thy 
cceptance, do thou purify it in the Re- 
Wption, and teach me the moſt agreeable 
anner of preſenting it. O how happy 
all be, it Irctain nothing for my ſelf of 
G what 


T 
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what thou haſt recovered from my powe, 
ful Enemies! O how advantageous this(), 
lation, which holds me ſtill in Poſſeſſo 
of what in Appearance I ſeem to loſe! ( 
unhappy Spoils of Sin, how holy do ju 
appear in the Change of a Maſter, and be 
ing conſecrated anew to the Author of 4 


— — ——— 


Holineſs. 


\ 


1 a 
F Thou wert pee v. 
Vrſt being by Inter- ſed, O Jeſus, to a % 


pretation King of Righ- 
zeouſneſs, and after that 


cept for a Type ¶ ten 
thy Prieſthood, 


alſo King of Salem Ri 
hich 76 Kin 5 Peace; Prieſt of a myſteriou ni 

V. 3. Without Father, Name; for MelWwhi 
without Mother, with- ſedec ſignifies King i oe 
* Beſe ent, 22 Righteouſneſs. Hera 

inning of Days . . 

O ne 2 ＋ L FS 2 ; Quality contains M1; 
made like unto the Son another My ſtery, us {t 
of God, abideth a Prieſt King of Salem, wlig Neat 
continually. ſignifies Peace. 1 $ 0 


no mention of his Father, or Mother, or 
genealogical Deſcent: and takes not tl 
leaſt notice either of his entring into Li 
or of the manner of his Death. But rep 
ſents him as a Man ſet above the ordin: 


holy Scripture mai 


Condition of Men, and as a continual Price 5s 


What a wonderful Accompliſhment oft 
illuſtrious Type do I behold in thee, 
holy Jeſus ! Thou art the true Xing of Ry 


teouſu 


i 
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ouſneſs, which encircles thy Throne as 2 
Guard and Defence; or, to ſpeak more 
properly, is the very Baſis and Foundation 

JB of it. The Sceptre that adorns thy Hand, 
x is a Sceptre of Righteouſneſs * . This is thy 
e chict Delight, and all thy Works are done 
n Righteouſneſs and Truth; or rather, thou 
art Righteouſneſs it ſelf, from whence, as from 
2 never-failing Spring, every Grace and 
8 Virtue is derived to Men: And tho' Me 
chiſedec was before thee with regard to thy 
temporal Birth, yet he drew from thee the 
Righteouſneſs which prefigur'd thine. Sub- 
mit, O my Soul, to this heavenly King, 
who ſo juſtly reigns, and to obey whom 1s 
o eminent an Act of Juſtice. If, in Conſi- 
eration of his being found in Faſhion as a 
an f, we are bound to acknowledge him 
vs ſupreme Lord; with how much greater 
þ wy ſhould we render Homage to Jeſus 
is our King, to whom the whole Earth, 
ad all that is therein, belongs; to Jeſus, 
ho hath given us Life and Being; to Jeſus, 

t rho hath parchaſcd and redeemed us with 
W's Blood t. Accept me, 'O King of Righte- 
yneſs, tor the loweſt of thy Servants, ra- 
her than thy Subject; for I would wait on 
ee in the moſt low and ſubmiſs Condition 
hat tis poſſible ; and I deſire thou wouldſt 
ouchſafe to exerciſe ſuch an abſolute Em- 


al g. 6. + Phil.2.89. 1 Col. 1. 14. Rev. I. f. 
2 Plre 
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pire over me, as bears: no Regard to ny 
Benefit and Advantage; is no ways ſuited 
to my Humour and Inclination ; and which 
is as large and boundleſs as thy divine Per. 
fections. As thou art a King of perk 
Righteouſneſs, ſo alſo of a Peace truly divine 
a Peace, that the World can neither give mM 1 
tale away * ; a Peace, that paſſeth all Und. \, 
ftandingF. O how full and ſatisfying is ths... 
Peace: How much to be deſired ! Hou... 
doth my Soul pant and long for it! Ab 
what a Stranger am I to this Peace, whillM:.,; 
under the Yoke of my imperious Luſts bed 
Paſſions ! What a wretched, dirty, dic wh. 
derly Peace do they give! How much Hal 
be dreaded, and yet how little do [I fear it Mp; 
And even under that ſmall Degree of Fer our 
what Havock and Confuſion doth it ma thou 
within me! My Lineage and Deſcent, Min! 
Jeſus, is from corrupted Fleſh and BloodMheto, 
being conceived in Sin, and brought forth am, fi 
Tniquity + ; but thy Humanity is 1mmaculatWhe e. 
and pure, being conceiv'd in time by tal oye 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt ft. Take from fer al! 
the Reproaches of my firſt Birth, and giſſe je: 
me a ſhare in the honourable Purity of thing:ren 
Let me be without any Father but God, Mackne 
thou willedſt thy Diſciples ſhould be upqpf it 
Earth f. Let me boaſt of no other PaiWonoy 


Jol n 14. 27. + Phil. 4. 7. t Pfal. 5. 
: tt Luke 1. 35. Matth. 23. 9. : Endea 


Ch. 7. JESUS CuRisr. 


c 


nage than that of Faith. Let me bluſh to 
i have vaunted of my human Birth, where Sin 
ad ſo great aſhare; and let me glory only 
- in that ſpiritual one, which I receiv'd of 
ice by Baptiſm. O divine Prieſt, with- 
or Father upon Earth, and without 
her in Heaven! Be thou in Love and 
affection to me, both my Father and Mo- 
WU :hcr; and let me ſhew all the Reverence 
und Submiſſion due to ſo dear and honou- 
vB rable a Parent. Did ever any earthly Pa- 
ent ſhew ſuch Tenderneſs to their moſt o- 
na bedient Children, as thou haſt done to me, 
VE who have continually rebelled againſt thee? 
i Haſt thou not fed me with Milk from the 
* breaſts of thy Love? Yea, haſt thou not 
rouriſh'd me with thine own Blood? Doſt 
athou not bear me in thine Arms, and che- 
an me in thy Boſom ? Doſt thou not ſtand 
betore me to ward off the blow, when I 
am fiercely aflaulted 2 Doſt thou not beget 
me every Day anew, with Pains which thy 
ore only can make ſupportable ? And at- 
er all this, ſhouldſt thou not, O my Soul, 
de jealous of the Honour of thy ſpiritual 
W arcentage ? Shouldſt thou not pay eternal 
Wcknowledgments to him that is the Head 
df it? Canſt thou any longer think of diſ- 
onouring him by any lewd and wicked 
Fictions? Shouldſt thou not exert thy whole 
adearour to approve thy ſelf a Son worthy 
G 3 of 
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of ſuch a Father? That thy Days ſhoul 
have a beginning, and, as a Stream, conti. 
nually paſs away, is the neceſſary Condi. Mo! 
tion of thy Being; but in Eternity they ſha Mc: 
be at a perpetual ſtand, and flow no more, Wi 
Thou ſhalt be art eternal Prieſt *, with tha MD: 
Prieſt eternal, who is after the Order of Me. Moc i 
chiſedec, offering thy ſelf by him to God, th 
in whom thy Life ſhall be happily hid, and Hb 
who then ſhall be all things to thee f. bot 
III. Tri 

I plainly fee th Pri 

V. 4. Now conſider n ſome M7! 


7 5 3 | a 
pow great this Man war, extraordina Per. be 
amto whom even the Pa- 

ſon, becauſe Are 


triarch Abraham gate | 
the tenth of the Spoils. ham, who was ſo il 

| luſtrious for his Vir 
xues, and ſo highly favour'd above other 
by Almighty God, offer d to him the ten 
of the Spoils of War, and entirely ſubmitted 
himſelf unto him. But I know alſo, OF 
fas, that Abraham, enlighten'd by Faith 
| beheld him as thy Type and Figure, and 
ſubmitted himſelf before-hand to the Powe 
of thy Prieſthood, by the Honour paid tg 
his, which was but the Shadow and Re 
ſemblance of thine. Melchifedec took tix 
Spoils of a Battel that he had not fonght 
but when Men offer themſelves to thee, the 
do but render thee thy own Purchaſe, 


0 


> * Rev. 1. 6. f : I I Cor. 15. 28. 
- Prics 
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Price of that ſharp Conflict upon the Croſs; 
where being affiſted by none, or rather vi- 
olently oppos'd by all, not the leaſt Pretence 
can be made to any ſhare of thy Glory. O 
divine Prieſt, when ſhall I ſee the blefled 
Day, wherein Men ſhall pay thee the Tenths 
of the Spoils, which they have obtained by 
thy powerful Aids! When they ſhall hum- 
bly acknowledge that from thee, they had 
both Strength to fight, and the Honour of a 
Triumph! When ſhall I behold victorious 
Princes imitating Abraham's Piety, in con- 
king thee the Lord of Hoſte, the Diſtributer of 
the Palms of Victory; and freely offering 
to thee their juſt Tribute of Thanks and 
raiſe! This, alas! is too great a Bleſſing to 
de hoped for. The Sound of War is heard 
hroughout all Europe; they give Battel, 
nd totally defeat the Enemy; but where 
re thoſe that bring an Offering of the 
Tenth of the Spoils? On the contrary, thy 
Temples, the Gifts that the Piety of for- 
ner Ages hath conſecrated to thy Honour; 
e Things that are dedicated to thy Wor- 
hip, and make up thy Patrimony; are be- 
ome the Plunder of the common Soldiers, 
the Recompence of greedy Commanders. 
hen thy Prieſts make their Addreſſes to 
em, not as Melchiſedec, to receive the 
enths, but to ſave thy Temples from the 
eronring Fire, and ſacrilegious Plunder; 
ic G 4 they 
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they themſelves are treated with Contemp 
and Inſolence; are expos'd as a Prey to 4. 
varice; and eſteem'd fit Objects of thei 
Rage and Cruelty, who bear thy hoh 
Name, and profeſs the Faith of thy hoy 
Goſpel. And in times of publick Peace 
and Quiet, the Matter is but little mended, 
Thy Church that hath been fo ſplendidy 
endow'd by the pious Bounty of former 4. 
ges, doth with great Difficulty preſerve hu 
ſelf from continual Encroachments and De. 
predations. There are Haypres that on al 
fides light upon her Table, for no other end 
than to. devour the Bread of the xece//itou, 
Her Goods, which are the Pledges of thy 
Servant's Love, excite the Covetouſneſs d 
ſuch as would lay her waſte and deſolate, 
if they could do it with Impunity. In 
ſpire, Lord, the Spirit of Abraham on his 
ſpiritual Poſterity ; and if the Children wil 
preſent no more Gifts to their Mother, at 
leaſt let them not envy her preſent Poſleſſ- 
ons, nor raviſh from her the Goods ſhe 
enjoys, by the pious Bounty of their Fs 
ther. Give at the ſame time to thy Mini 
ſters the Spirit of Melchiſedec to make ti 
| ſame good Uſe of the Goods of the Church 
as he did of the Tenths which he receives 
of Abraham. Let not a profuſe and dill 
jute Uſage of thy Revenue, ſerve as 


Cloak tor the ſacrilegious Avarice of on 
that 


* * 
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mat as the Endowments of thy Church 
Leere conſecrated to thee, they may be ho- 
in the Uſe; and thou mayſt be honour'd 
n the preſent Poſſeſſors, as thou art in the 
bonors. Let the Waiters at thine Altar 
© WF conlidet, that it is to the Prieſt, and not to 
ie Man, that they are due; and conſe- 
auently that they ought to uſe them accor- 
a ding to the Rules of the Evangelical 
c prieſthood, and not after the corrupt and 
coretous Maxims of the o Man. The 
Levites under the 
nd Law, receiv'd Tithes 
of their Brethren by 
the expreſs Com- 


129 


V. 5. And verily they 
that are of the . of 
Levi, who receive the 


mand of God, who 
in the Perſon of the 
evites received them 
of all the Children of 


Office of the Prieſthood, 
have a Commandment to 
tale Tithes of the People 
according to the Lau, 
that is, of their Brethren, 


Wh rael, in Acknow- thowgh they come out of. 
2 edement of the ma- e Loins of Abraham e 
% Favours conferr'd 


pon them: May the Levites of the New 
eſtament remember that they have their 
bubliſtence from their Brethren, and not 
rom Strangers, or from Enemies; that ſo- 
hey may preſerve fraternal Love in the De- 
and of their juſt Dues ; and in exchange 
ender to them the Aſſiſtance of ſpiritual 
arhers,. *Tis thou, O adorable Prieſt, 
had muſt revivs theſe. worthy Sentiments, 
G 5 which 
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6 
which are near quite extinguifh'd in the o. 
nc 


Minds of Men. This is the Bleſſing which 


I humbly entreat ; 


the Bleſſing which 


cometh from thee only. It was Melchiſ. tet 


V. 6. But he whoſe 
Deſcent was not counted 
from them, received 
Tithes of Abraham, and 
bleſſed him that had the 
Promiſes. 

V. 7. Aud without all 
Contradiction the leſs is 
bleſſed of the better. 

V. 8. And here Men 
that die receive Tithes, 
but there he received 
them of whom it is wit< 
neſſed that he liveth. 

V. 9. And as I may 
fo ſay, Levi alſo who re- 
cerved Tithes, payed 
Tithes in Abraham. 

V. 10. For he was vet 
in the Loins of his F. 
ther when Melchiſedec 


met him. 


in acknowledging they have none, but 
what 1s deriv'd from thee. 
who receiv'd Tithes from the Children 
of 1ſrael, and paid Tithes themſelves in the 
Reins of their Father Abraham; were {ut 
ject to Death: But thou, O Jeſus, having 


dec's Office to biek a1 
our Fore-father 4. Me 
braham , and by tie itt 


Bleſſing it appears WM: 
that the Prieſt was ¶ the 
greater than the 2. kak: 
triarch, ſince the lima! 
is always bleſſed of is r 


the greater. It is thy 
part, O Jeſus, to 


bleſs Melchiſedec him- 
ſelf; with how much Sl 
greater Reaſon then, Nod 


ſhould*ſt thou blels 
the Childrem of Abra- 
ham, who have him 
for their Father by 
virtue of thy Bleſſing 
only; and who can 
poſſeſs no true Ho! 
nour as his Sons, but 


The Lexites 


One 


r 
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once ſubmitted to the Law of Death, didſt 
not continue long under the Power of it; 
but now liveſt, and ſhalt live and reign e- 
ternally. J adore thee in the Poſſeſſion of 
Life that knows no Meaſure of Time and 
Felicity : And ſince J have been, as it were, 
e iithed in the Offering made thee by the 
zi, who were a fort of Embaſſadors of 
1; Mithe Gentiles; I renew this Decimation®*, and 
+ Make it on my ſelf, by the Offering I now 
b MWmakc thee of all that I poſſeſs; ſince there 
of Mis no good, but what ſprings originally 
by Wrom thee, and ſhould conſequently return 
too thee again. | ; 
1. | IV. ſ 


ch Shouldſt thou, © ( 
3 V. it. If therefore ö 
od, have continu pa er i the i 


d Men under the TLericical Prieſthood ( for 
ervice of the old under it the People re- 


aw, and permitted ceived the Law) whats | 
J 
* 
ky 
. 


im 
by one but the Leviti- farther need was there 
ing al Prieſthood for that another Prieſt 


ſhould riſe after the Or- 


2 * Putification; der of Melebiſedec, and 
leis had been a Fa- „ot be called after the 
but our far ſurpaſſing Order of Aaron? 
bureir Deſert; but 


ou haſt far greater Deſigns in hand for | 
em, and thy Love knows no ſuch ſcanty 1 
mits. In the Reſolution of raiſing them 


ub the higheſt Pitch of Virtue and Perfection, ; 
ns | * Matth. 2. 11. e ; 
Ne G 6 thou F 
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thou wert pleaſed to eſtabliſh a new Prieſ. 
2 hood after the Order of Melchiſedec ; which | i 
being done by a ſovereign Wiſdom as thine, i 1 
|. - incapable of any Diſlike, Inconſtancy, « MF « 
Change, plainly ſhews that Men could n b. 

| be perfected by the Aaronical Pri:ſthud WM in 
f which was ordained for the peculiar. 8. Nor 
vice of the Jewiſh Nation. For had tha fe. 
been ſufficient, there had been no need tha lM! 
another Prieſt, who was not of the Tribe co 
of Levi, (to which the Prieſthood was ar-WPc 
nex'd) ſhould have appeared in the Word ch 
O new and holy Law, of a new and much w! 
more honourable Prieſthood ! O happy 
Tranſlation of the hoe 

| V. 12. For the Prieſi- Prieſthood , which 
1 hood be ing changed, there jntroduceth the Ns 


ned ig ,v Che 


[| V. 13. For be of whom in th? Law, whit 
theſe * are ſpoken, Wiſdom appears U 
pertaineth to another thy Inſtitution! Ho 
Tribe, of which no Man wonderful. are th 


gave Aitendance at the Effects! How pro 


Altar. : | 
| V. 14: For it is evi- ductive of go0 


| Thi Ions 
ö dent that our Lord ſpran Things to us 
| out of Juda; of bi dore, O eternal ef I 
Tribe Moſes ſpake no- ther, the proſfounſithe 
| thing concerning Prieſt- Wiſdom of tifiy 1 
| „ And it is yet Counſels in tirorl 
5 far more evident 3 N Change, or this n BY, 
that after the Similitude compliſhment rat ty. 


of 
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of theold Prieſthood 2 38 
in the new Prieſt- H Melchiſedec, there a- 
hood of thy Son, of ” ifeth another Prieſt, 


| 2 V. 16. Who is mads 
which Aarons was not after the Law of a 


but the Shadow and carnal Commandment , 
imperfect Preparati- but after the Power of 
on. O new and per- an endleſs Life. 

ſect Prieſt, how ſea- V. For he reſtifieth : 


Fe. thou art a Prieſt for e- 
4 _ = _ _ der aſter the Order of 
a _ | Melchiſedec. 


perfection to thoſe 

that expect thee , 

which the Law of Moſes could not poſſibly 
gire! Thou, who holdeſt not thy Prieſt- 
hood of thy own Tribe of * which 
had no Right thereto, haſt taught me 
thereby one of thy peculiar Excellencies; 
and plainly ſhewn that in thy Prieſthood 
the Conſiderations of Fleſh and Blood have 
no place. And therefore, as the Levitical 
Prieſts, being ſuch by Succeſſion from their 
athers, were ſubject to a diſcharge from 
heir Office by Death; thou who holdeſt 
hy Dignity from thy eternal Birth only, 
anſt never die, but haſt a Life incapable 
of Deſtruction. O Sovereign Prieſt, let 
he Chriſtian Prieſthood, in Conformity to 
hy Example, be no longer conferr'd upon 
rorldly Conſiderations of Blood and For- 
une, or by the arbitrary Will and Autho- 
Wity of Parents; but let the chief Motives 
co 


duc'd a Change allo of the other. Grant 
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to this Dignity, be the true ſpiritual Birth, 
the Gifts of Grace, and thy Vocation. pu 
a ſtop to that unhappy Perperuity of Ec. 
eleſiaſtical Dignities in particular Families, 
as if they were an infeparable Branch d 
their Eſtate, and the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
like that of Aarons, muſt deſcend from E: 
ther to Son by an indefeaſible Right. Let 
the holy Paſtors of thy Church be worthy 
Examples of a pious, but a prudent Zea 
a ſound and couragious Faith, a diſintereſted 
Charity, a paternal Sweetneſs and Meck 
neſs, and of all thoſe Virtues and Gracez, 
that may adorn that honourable Station to 
which they are called. Let their Purity 
bear Proportion to the Excellence and Dig. 
nity of their Prieſthood ; and make in them 
a happy Tranſlation of all their Theughts, 
Deſigns and Actions, to the ſetting forward 
thy Glory in the Salvation of Souls. The 
Law and the Prieſthood were ſo inſeparably 
annex d, that a Change of the one intro- 


that Purity of Life, and the Chriſtian Prielt- 
hood, may be ſo happily join'd together, 
that as the Office is of divine Inſtitution, 
the Perſons too may be adorn'd with a 

the Graces of the Chriſtian Life. Ah 
the true Sons of Faith are Prieſts in 
nother reſpect *, and thy Apoſtle honours 


Pet. 2. 9. 


them 


them with the Title of a- Royal Prieſthaod 
Teach them alſo to walk worthy of fo 
bonourable and advantageons a Title: 
; WCloath them with the bright Garments of 
Truth and Innocence ; that they may wor- 
thily ſacrifice themſelves to thee, by whom 
one all our Oblations are render'd accep- 
table unto God. 1 | 


Lord, I have been 
or a long time born V. 18. For there is 
jown with the 2 a _— of 
"'T . the Commanamenat Cotug 
* 5 y _ before, for the Weakneſs 
s UNQET cavy and Unprofitableneſs 


ity {Wurthen of a violent zhereyf. 

ig · Niſcaſe: and am un- V. 19. Hr the Law 
em ble, as yer, to find made nothing perfect, 
t Cure. I groan un- 

ard er the Load of my ſinful Aﬀe&ions and 


The Muiſts, and cannot ſhake it off, I ſee the 


by Preatneſs of my Wounds, and their Noi- 
tro · mneſs is inſupportably offenſive to me. 
rant m conſcious of my Baſeneſs and Ingra- 
iel tude, and thoroughly ſenſible of my Mi- 
her, rr. I find a lamentable Diviſion within 
i005, {elf ; for the good that I would, I do not; 
1 all the Evil that I would not, that I do *. 
hither then ſhall I go for help to draw” 
cout of this calamitous, ſinful State? 
ferable Man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
* Rom. 7. 19. 
4. 1 
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24 


— 
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me from”this Body. of Death! Shall I ap 
ply my ſelf to human Wiſdom for Reliet! 
Alas! the Medicines it preſcribes do bu 
encreaſe my Sickneſs. Shall I ſeek it in th 
ſacred Writings of Moſes? Alas! they ar 
holy and good , but too weak and feeble ty 
remove my Maladies. It is thou, O hex 
venly Phyſician that comeſt in ſeaſonably v 
my Relief. It is thou, O Jeſus, my Sari 
our, who bringeſt a Law ſtrong and effica 
cious, in the room of a weak, unprofitall 
Law, which thou haſt abrogated for our 
Benefit. This fills us indeed with large 
Expectances, but they are bounded with 
the Milk and Honey of the promiſed Land; 
| whilſt thou, by thy 
but the bringing FL Goſpel, 0 Jeſus, my 
of a better Flope did; by heavenly Maſter. doi 
the which we draw nigh ( f 
. raiſe us to a new an 
better Hope, that tet- 
minates in the Poſſeſſion of God himſel 
How adorable is the Wiſdom. of thy Dil: 
penſations, O God, to the ſinful Sons of 
Men! Thou vert pleaſed to lead them ſtep 
by ſtep to a State of Perfection, leſt, b 
their riſing to it on a ſudden, they mig 
have ſwell'd with too ſtrong a Conceit 0 
their own Sufficiency. Thou gaveſt then 
the Law as a rigid Scheolmaſter f, to inſtruc 
them in their 3 to convince them i 


im. 1.8. Rom. 7. 12. FT Cal. 3. 2. 


— 
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. 


the Corruption of their Hearts, of their 
great Weakneſs and Inability to Good, and 
ve the Neceſſity of ſome more powerful Aſſi- 
{ances than that of the Law; whole chief 
Work was to ſhew the Evil of Sin, as that 


mJ ; g : 
oer the Goſpel, is to diſcover it more clear- 
+ Wy, and provide more effectually for its 
{cure O worthy Diſſolution of a weak 


and unprofitable Law! O happy Eſtabliſn- 
ment of a Law powerful in its Effe&s, 
ruitful in the choiceſt Bleſſings! O holy 
Law of Jeſus, how doſt thou manifeſt the 
Riches of thy Founder's Love! How pure 
and divine, how ſweet and precious doſt 
ad: ou appear to me! Be thou more precious 
ne than all other Treaſures, more pure 
han Silver purify'd ſeven times in the Fire, 
ore delicious than Honey and the Hiney- 
mb, Let me never forſake thee to follow 
he Law of the World, which is truly a 
Law of Death. This would indeed be 
onſtrous Baſeneſs and Ingratitude : But 
his is not enough, O Jeſus, my Lawgiver 
and my Law: Grant that as thou haſt in- 
oduc'd a Change in the old Law, I may 
lever Act according to the Spirit of it in the 
ew, Grant that I may be a true Chriſtian, 
Wd not a Jew ; that I may have the Love 
the Church, and not the Fear of the Syna- 
ne that I may be free as a Child of the 
g,, and not a Servant as the Son of the 
"th Bond- 
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Bond-woman* : Let me belong to the Mon. 
tain of Sion, and not of Sinai: let me with 
the Eye of Faith look up to Heaven, an 
not fix my Sight upon an earthly Canaa; 
tet me ſigh, and long for the Riches, Hy. 
nours and Plcafures thou haſt prepared fq 
thy Brethren in the Land of the Living, 
Or rather, let me only pant and breathe 
after the God of my Life; and let me par: 
as the Hart, when hotly purſued, doth 
after the Water Streams, to allay his Thirl, 
and fave himſelf —_ 3 


V. 20. And imaſmuch 
as not without an Oath 
he was made Prieſt, 

F. 21. (Fir thoſe 
Prieſts were made with- 
out an Oath; but this 
with an Oath, by him 
that ſaid unto him, The 
Lord ſware and will not 
repent, thou art a Pricſt 
for ever-after the Order 
of Melchiſedec.) 

V. 22. By ſo much 
was Jeſus made a Sure- 
ty of a better Teſtament. 

V. 23. Aud they tru- 
ly were many Prieſts, 
becanſe they were not ſuf- 


I firmly hope, 0 
Lord, to drink 
this Well-ſpring d 
Life, becauſe that 
haſt graciouſly pro 
mis'd it, and th 
Promiſes, like tha 
ever-flowing Spring 
can never fail. They: 
are founded on tht 
Eternity of thy U 
changeable Priel 
hood, which thy: 
ther hath conſirme 
with an Oath : I 
Lord hath fworn, an 
will not repent, thil 


* Gal. 4 * 30. 


fer d 


ai 


— 
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art 4 Prieft for ever fer'd to continue by rea- 
after the Order of Mel. Jon of Death : © 
irfedec.. The Levi- , V. 24; But this Man 


| - becanſe he continueth e- 
ical Prieſthood was ver, hath an unchange- 


ot cſtabliſh'd with Je Prieſthood. 
he Solemnity of an 
ath, nor with any Aſſurance of Perpetuity; 
nd was therefore aboliſh'd to make way 
or thine, which God aſſures us by an Oath 
hould be eternal, as he hath from Eternity 
gotten thee in his own Bolom. Thou 
aſt likewiſe promis*d us, that it we ſuffer, 
re ſhall alſo reign with thee, and this Pro- 
iſe grounded on thy Veracity, is as invi- 
lable as thy Father's Oath; and therefore 
reſt upon this faithful Promiſe, with a 
m and  unſhaken Confidence. I know 
at I deſerve to loſe the Fruits of this pre- 
ous Promiſe ; but I know alſo that thy 
ercy is greater than my Unfaithfulneſs, 
d above all that J can ask or think. O 
emal Prieſt! O gracious Mediator and 
Worthy Surety of 2 better Covenant, eſta- 


Ua d upon much berrer Promiſes ! Suffer me 
reli to be deprived of the Blefling of this 
y FAacious Covenant. Hadſt thou been ſub- 
[nc to the Power of Death as the Sons of 


ar0z were, I ſhould have been in fear of 
Wing no Advocate to ſupport my Cauſe, 
d ſue for Grace and Favour in my be- 


at; but ſince thou art ſo far from 2 
| c 
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held by the Bands q 
V. 25. Wherefore he Death, that thou an 
rs able alſo to ſave them riſen from the dead 
to the uttermoſt, that and wilt be to vs a 
come unto God through 0 US al 
him, ſeetag he ever J the Reſurrection and 
verh to make Iuterceſſion the Lue; 14 humbly 
for them. | truſt and rely upon 
| the Riches of thy 
Love, that thou wilt be always ready 
thy Father's Right Hand, to repreſent tg 
him my Miſerics, and obtain for me tie 
Pardon of my paſt Ingratitude. - What an 
I not indebted to thee, O loving and pow 
erful Interceflor | How can I ſufficient 
honour thee! How is it poſſible that 
ſhould ſo eaſily part with the bleſſed Ad 
vantages thou art willing to procure me 
O eternal Prieſt, let me love and ado 
thee all the Days of my Lite, that I mg 
eternally live both with thee and in thee 
O let the ſacred Influence of thy perpetu 
Prieſthood, be pour'd on me for my Sandi 
fication here upon Earth; and ceaſe not, ( 
adorable Advocate, to intercede in my bt 
half; ſince I ceaſe not to offend him, whe 
thou always honoureſt, and with who 
thou ſhalt reign in Glory from Generatic 
to Generation. 


VII. Ti 
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* VII. 

The Veſtments of A 

the High-Prieſt un- V. 26. For ſuch an 
der the Law were [ 3 rieſt became as, 
very magnificent and who 1s holy, harmleſs, 


undefiled, 8 from 


coltly, choice in their Sinners, aud made higher 
Matter, ſingular in than the Heavens ; 

their Form, and my- 

ſerious in their Signification. But, O glo- 
jous High-Prieſt of the new Covenant! 
Thou, in the Privation of theſe external 
WOrnaments, art much more elegantly ad- 
m' d, being cloath'd with all thoſe Excel- 
encies and Perfections preſignified by them. 
e bore upon his Forehead a Plate of Gold, 


Wat 
11 rhereon was written Holineſs to the Lord *; 
nd thou art the f Holy of the Lord, the 


niverſal Sanctifier, the Source and Pattern 
ft all Purity. He was to be free from all 
Wodily + blemiſh; and thou art Innocence 
t ſelt. He for any Pollution contracted 
ontrary to Law, tho' involuntary, was not 
o exerciſe his Function for a time; but 
hou art the Lamb of God that takes away 
he Sins of the Norld tf. He was ſeparated 
tom the Children of 1ſ-ael by divine Ap- 
ointment; and thou art ſeparated from all 
pinners by the Impeccability of thy Na- 
ure, He convers'd upon Earth for a ſhort 
me, and then ſaw Corruption; but thou 


Lx0d. 28. 36. Facts 4. 27. $1PCt. 2. 22. ++]John 1. 29. 
| art 
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art exalted far above all Heavens at te 
Right Hand of the Majeſty of God. H 
had need to offer up 

V. 27. Who needed daily Sacrifices for hy 
20t daily as thoſe High. Own Sins; and thou 
Prieſts to offer up Ja- Jert once offer dupo 
crifice, firſt for bis cu the Croſs tor the ke 


Sins, and then for the : l 
People's : for far aid demption of Sit net 
once when he fer d up He Was weak and 
himſelf. infirm,and his Prieſ 
V. 28. For the Low hood continued bu 
maketh Men _ for the ſhort Tern 


P rieſts which hade 72 0 . . 
firmity; but the Word of his Life; but t 


of the Oath which was Father's Word join 

; ie the Law, maketh with the Oath pr, 
the Son, who is conſe- nounced ſince th 

crated for evermore, Law, confirms thei 
an eternal Prieſt 

whom nothing is able to reſiſt. How ha 

py are thy Servants, O Jeſus, in havin 
thee for their Prieſt ! How ſpotleſs is th 
Holineſs! How perfe& thy Innocence 

which is thine not by Privilege, but in Vi 

tue of the Dignity of thy Nature. Ther 

have been ſome few Perſons in the Worl 

conſpicuous for their Innocence, but tbe 

were born in Iniquity ; and if they han 

happily avoided the more enormous Crime: 

yet have they not been free from thoſe ſ 

ful Infirmities which are common to us al 

For if the moſt upright lay they have u0 ſi 

; tht 
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they deceive themſelves. and the Truth is not in 
em. But the firſt Moment of thy human 
Life, O Jeſus, was pure and ſpotleſs, and 
om thy Mother's Womb thou wert filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt f, by whole mighty 
Operation thou wert at firſt conceiv'd. 
There hath never been, nor ever could be 
found Deceit in thy Mouth; and on what 
fide ſoever the Prince of the World beheld 
thee, he hath found nothing in thee that 
was his, and that gave him the leaſt Right 
nd Authority over thee. O the Separation 
Wot ſeſus from Sin, who can conceive its im- 
i meaſurable Diſtance! The Heaven is not 
ſo far diſtant from the fathomleſs Depths of 
he Earth, nor the Thoughts of God, All- 
powerful and All-wiſe, from the Thoughts 
ff vain and fooliſh Men, as thou art far re- 
mov'd from all Iniquity. Thou canſt not 
be deceiv'd in thy Judgment of Things 
through Ignorance, becauſe thou art ſove- 
reign Wiſdom 4 ; nor be corrupted with the 
Love of them, for thou art ſovereign Good- 
Wicls. O holy Pontif, make ns holy, ſince 
thou haſt call'd us unto Holineſs. Draw 
s ſo perfectly from the Love of earthly 
Things, that we may be only God's, living 
m him, and to his Glory. Communicate 
freely to us of thy Innocence, and ſince we 
daily contract Pollutions, purity us, O un- 


aaa. rr. 


John 1. 8. Luke 1. 35. 110 n 


polluted 


I44 ELEVATIONS TO Chy 


polluted Prieſt, by the Purity of thy Spitt 
Purify us, if thou ſeeſt it neceſſary, in th 
Fire of Tribulation, that we may cons 
forth as Silver refin'd, and worthy to ht 
preſented in thy holy Tabernacle, when 
nothing unholy and unclean can enter x. Tho 
by the Purity of thy divine Nature, tho 
art eternally ſeparate from Sin ; yet of th 
infinite Mercy draw near to Sinners, wh 
are unable to make any Approaches to thee 
who have nothing but what ſets them at 
infinite Diſtance from thee, and obliges the 
to eſtrange thy ſelf continually from the 
Draw us out of the Filth and Mire of thi 
preſent ſinful World, wherein we are ſun; 
and lift up our Thoughts and Affection 
unto Heaven, where our Converſation ough 
to be, ſince that is the f Manſion thou: 
preparing for us. O let the ſaving For 
of thy perfect Oblation, once made updt 
Calvary for my Redemption, give me Hop 
and Comfort under the Sins I daily com 
mit, and daily repent of. O adorab| 
Victim, let me truſt on thy infinite Meri 
for a plenary Remiſſion of my paſt Tran 
greſſions! O moſt perfect Prieſt, inhabitin 
Eternity, let the Perfection of thy Natu 
quicken my Deſires of caſting off all th 
Weakneſſes and Impurities of mine! Arn 
do thou render them odious and deteſtab 


* RC. 21. 27. T John 14. 2, 


[ 


ib 


C8. | JESUS Cunies 


IE 


o me. Yes, O Jeſus, who art eftabliſh'd 
Prieſt by thy Father's Oath, I ſwear that 
hou ſhalt be for ever my Hope, my Deſire, 
my Love, my Good, my Crown, my ever- 
bing Delight and Joy. But as much as 
ke firſt Oath hath of Immutability, ſo 
uch hath the ſecond of Weakneſs and In- 
onſtancy. Render it immutably firm and 
able, O holy Jeſus, that the Oblation 
rhich I this Day make thee of my ſelf, 
zy be eternal, as thine, which ſhall never 
we an end. 


uk CHAP. VIII. 
Ction 
Ough I. 
1 
tages do we FE. * N * 
Ot receive, O Jeſus, r νπν Werte we Ace 


having thee for 
ur Sovereign Prieſt, 
no art gloriouſly 
acd at the Right 
land of God, in the 
ue Tabernacle , 
ncreof God is the 
rchitect, and not 
lan, who pitched 


Tran 
bitin 
Natu 
all t 

Ar 
eſtabl 


[ 


ſpoken, this is the Sum: 
we have ſuch an High- 
Prieſt, who ts ſet on the 
Rut [land of the 
Throne of the Majeſly in 
the Heavens 3 

N. 2. A Miniſter of 
the Sauctuary which the 
Lord pitched, aud not 


{MI an. 


e Tabernacle for the Service of the Law ! 
) moſt adorable Prieſt, thou art ſuch as 


H 


none 


—_ 
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none can reſemble, either in the Digni,; 
thy Title to the Prieſthood ; or in the Pag 
wherein 'tis exercis'd ; or in the Kind and 
Manner of it; or in the Perpetuity of thy 
holy Oblation. I reverence the Title by 
which thou holdeſt it, which is laid upd 
thy eternal and temporal Birth as the 80 
both of God and Man. O living Tab 
nacle! O aſtoniſhing Right Hand of thy 
Majeſty of God, who can conceive ti 
immenſe Glory! O eternal Duration of thi 
Prieſthood of my Saviour, full of Myſter 
and Wonder ! The Prieſts under the Lay 
| are through Death 
165 "oy — deveſted of their Ok 
rieſt 15 rdated to - : 
fer Gin aud Sacrifices , 3 ; Cy 
wwherefore it is of Neceſ- — on 
ſity that this Man have Sacrifices to offer 
ſomewhat alſo to offer. but ſince Death hat 
taken away neithe 
the Name nor Authority of thy Prieſthool 
which is meaſur'd only by Eternity, tha; 
properly ſpeaking, hath no Meaſure : | 
bchoves thee, O Jeſus, to have ſome Ot 
lation to make; there being ſo neceſſary 
Relation between the Prieſthood and t 
Sacrifice. Thou art no longer upon Eart 
to offer there any Sacrifice, and therefore 
is neceſſary that thy Oblation be made 
the Place of thy Reſidence, to wit, at tl 
Right Hand of the Majeſty of God. Neitit 
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is it after the Order 


of 4aroun that thou F. 4. For if he were 
d and xercilcit thy Mini- on Ear th, he ould not 
of try, ſince if thou - a Br veſt, ſeeing = 
le b ertupon Earth, thou offer C 2 at Xa 1 
upoſrouldſt not belong 2% Law; 8 
e doo that Order, which y. 5. / ſerve unto 
aber Nras but F igurative the Example aud Sha- 
of th that whereof thou ow of heavenly Things, 


t Head. It is very © Moſes was admonijhed 


da and fe, Ons, Fe hes be 
yiterſhat the Dignity of rale. Fir foe ( ſaid be) 
Laube Temple wherein that rhou make all 
DeatiMhou offereſt, ſhould Things according to the 
ir Ono er to the Digni- Harter hewed to thee 
Conleſſſy of the Prieſt, The e Mou. 

» morFabernacle of the 

offer ;nagogue is not holy enough for thee. 
h hat he Figure of it was ſhewn to Moſes in the 
ncitheWſount ; but when he had finiſh'd it accor- 


ing to that Pattern, it was but the Repre- 


„ thaſntation of that heavenly Tabernacle 
e: herein thou art pleaſed to offer. For the 
ze Oafliole Body of the Old Teſtament was but 
ſſary general Figure of the New, whereof 
nd tion art the Mediator, and which draws 
| Earom thee incomparably greater Glory than 
efore Wat whereof Mo/es was the Miniſter. O 
ade | Iv Mediator of the +6 
at l ul Covenant, what he obtained a more ex- 
NelthWanks can Irender cellent Miniſtry, by how 


_ thee W-3 much 
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none can reſemble, either in the Digni,z q 
thy Title to the Prieſthood ; or in the Pag 
wherein *tis exercis'd ; or in the Kind and 
Manner of it; or in the Perpetuity of th 
holy Oblation. I reverence the Title by 
which thou holdeſt it, which is laid upon 
thy eternal and temporal Birth as the Son 
both of God and Man. O living Taber. 
nacle! O aſtoniſhing Right Hand of the 
Majeſty of God, who can conceive thy 
immenſe Glory! O eternal Duration of t 
Prieſthood of my Saviour, full of Myſtery 
and Wonder ! The Prieſts under the Law 
are through Death 
V. 3. For every High- deveſted of their Of 
P _ Fa 2 1 - fice, and by Conk 
er Grifts an acrijices, p , 
ee it 15 of Neceſ- — had no mor: 
ſity that this Man have Sacrifices to offer 
ſomewhat alſo ro Her. but ſince Death hat 
taken away neithe 
the Name nor Authority of thy Prieſthood 
which is meaſur'd only by Eternity, that 
properly ſpeaking, hath no Meaſure : It 
bchoves thee, O Jeſus, to have ſome Ob 
lation to make; there being ſo neceſlary 
Relation between the Prieſthood and tix 
Sacrifice. Thou art no longer upon Eart 
to offer there any Sacrifice, and therefore 
is neceſſary that thy Oblation be made ! 
the Place of thy Reſidence, to wit, at tt 
Right Hand of the Majeſty of God. - Neithe 
F 


— 
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is it after the Order 
of Aaron that thou V. 4. For if he were 


and exerciſeſt thy Mini- on Earth, he ſpould not 
f thyMlry, fince if thou - a Þ rieſh, ſeeing that 
e U rertupon Earth, thou „e, C 2 7 _ that 
uponWrouldſt not belong Yer "ww . 
: done that Order, which y. 5. se ſerve wnro 


vas but F igurative the Example and Sha- 


that whereof thou 4ow of heavenly Things, 


a Moſes was admoniſhed 
t Head. It is very © / 
P 0 of God when he was a- 
juſt and fit, Jeſus, bout to make the Taber- 


'ſteryWhat the Dignity of nacle. For ſee ( ſaid he) 
he Temple wherein that tbon make all 


hou offereſt, ſhould Things according to the 
nſver to the Digni- Fartern ſhewed to thee 
of the Prieſt. The e Monat. 


fabernacle of the 


offer Pynagogue is not holy enough for thee. 
| hathMWThe Figure of it was ſhewn to Moſes in the 
eitheeW/ount ; but when he had finiſh'd it accor- 
hoodFWing to that Pattern, it was but the Repre- 


entation of that heavenly Tabernacle 
rherein thou art pleaſed to offer. For the 
hole Body of the Old Teſtament was but 
general Figure of the New, whereof 
hou art the Mediator, and which draws 
om thee incomparably greater Glory than 
hat whereof Moſes was the Miniſter. O 
le 7 
Fr ene ofthe e vf ws bu 
Thanks can Trender . l, f y ger 
CClUMent i tint; * by how 
_ thee 11 2 much 


PRI 
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much alſo he 15 the Me- thee for the Far 
diator of a better Cgve= of being admitted i 
2 which was e. the bleſſed Privile 

tata thereof! O bound 


mzſes, 
leſs Love of Jeſu 


which makes him execute a Miniſtry whol 


happy Fruits redound to me ! O Perpety 
ty of the Oblation of Jeſus, how am I | 


debted to thee a perpetual Acknowledelif 


ment of Thanks and Praiſe! O glotio 
Prieſt at the Right Hand of God, offer 


thy ſelf to him in my behalf, diſdain not t 


come into me to ſacrifice my Heart unt 


thy Father. It is indeed a Tabernac 


highly unworthy of thee, and deſerves muc 
leſs, than the ancient Tabernacle of t 
Law, that thou ſhould'(t offer in it; b 
thou haſt conſecrated it to thy ſelf at Bay 
tiſm, and taken Poſſeſſion thereof by a wo 
derful Reſidence. O Father, Son, and He 


ly Ghoſt, in whoſe ſacred Name I haf 


been baptiſed ; you have entred into mi 


Heart (at the ſolemn mention of your ad 
rable Names) to fix your Abode ther 
and to make thereof a holy Temple: 
have long ſince polluted it by Sin ; but 
you pleaſe to re-enter there, it will inſtant 
be purify'd again, and made worthy t 
Miniſtration of my Saviour. Be thou t 
Prieſt, O bleſſed Redeemer, and let n 
Heart be both the Victim and the-Altari 


iſ 


uſt. 


h. 6. 
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by Sacrifice. This perfidious Heart of 
nine hath been too long ſacrific'd to its 
orrupt, inordinate Deſires: It is neceſſary 
hat the true Chriſtian Prieſt ſhould exerciſe 
is Office upon this Sacrifice, which by ſo 
my Titles of Right belongs to him. 
appy the Sacrifice, O my Saviour, that 
hou preſenteſt to thy Father! Sweet the 
zin it feels in the very Act of ſacrificing ! 
lorious the Deſtruction of its Being in 
onour of thine, which alone deſerves the ' 
ame of Being, ſince nothing, properly 
peaking, deſerves that Name, but what was, 


-rnac 

muchind is to all 

of t : 

„ bl The ft Covenant : : 

1 B nder the Law was V. 7. For if that fir ft 

t Da Covenant had been fault- 

a won” P erfect, other- leſs, then ſhould no Place 
1ſe there had been ;,.) 


o reaſon for elta- 
lining a ſecond. But 
was neceflary that 
at ſhould be a Pal- 
ige to this; the Or- 
er of Grace, as well 
Nature, requiring, 
hat we ſhould paſs 
om things which 
re leſs perfect to 
Ich as have their 
lt Perfection. Lord, 
thou 


have been ſonght for the 
ſecond. 

V. 8. For finding fault 
with them, he ſaith, Be- 
hold the Days come ( (aii\ 
the Lord) when [ wi! 
make a new Covenant 
with the Houſe of Iſrael, 
and the Houſe of Judah; 

V. 9. Not according 
to the Covenant that [ 
made with their Fathers, 
in the Day when I tub 
them by the Hand to lead 
them out of the Land of 


H 3 Egypt; 
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Egypt ; becauſe they con- 
tinned not in my Cove- 
nant , and I regarded 
them not, ſaiththe Lord: 

V. 10. For this is the 
Covenant that I will 


ſecond 


thou haſt graciouſ 
vouchſated me : 
Admiſſion into thi 
Covenant 
which hath more 0 


make with the Houſe of 
tjrael after thoſe Days, 
ſaith the Lord; I will 
put my Laws into their 
Mind, and write them 
in their Hearts, and 1 
will be to them a God, 
and they ſhall be to me a 
People. 


Mercy in it th; 
the ft, is bete 
ſuited to the infirm 
Condition of 0 
Nature, and affor 
us more Strength 
perform what tho 
willeſt us to do. Ani 
yet I have violate 
thy gracious Covenant, and forfeited th 
mani fold Mercies of it, by fooliſhly depat 
ting from thy Precepts. Speak comtortabi 
to thy Servant, as thou once didſt to th 
Children of Jrael, and let me hear tro: 
thee ſome ſuch like gracious Words 4 
theſe. © Behold the Day is come, whe 
« forgetting the perfidious Breach of n 
« Covenant, I made with you in Baptil 
« will renew it with you, and re- inſtat 
tc you in all the bleſſed Advantages yo 
cc have ſojuſtly forfeited. You have turne 
ce back into Egypt, after having been dra 
ce thence by the Sacrament of Regeneratio 
* where your Sins, as another Pharail 
« have been drowned in the red Sea of m 


« Blood, I might juſtly doom you _ 
&« PIA 


_— 
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ciouſ 
me 2 
to th 
enant 
nore 0 
© thi 
bette 


« Place of your former Servitude, to dwell 
among the Pots, and toil in the dirty 
PDrudgery of Sin, which you have pre- 
 ferr'd to the Freedom of my Service: I 
might well treat you as I did my People 
in the Wilderneſs, when I left them to 
their own Luſts, to follow the Imagina- 
tions of their wicked Hearts. But I, 


infirn 
f o cannot reſolve to execute ſo ſevere a 
fora Judgment, tho' agreeable to the higheſt 
2th: Jaſtice; Iwill take you then again to my 


ſelf, and receive you to the Mercies of 
the new Covenant, whole Laws are not 
* written upon Tables of Stone“, but up- 
on the fleſhy Tables of the Heart, by 
the Finger of my Love.“ But, O ado- 
able Mediator, I am quite confounded 
nd loſt in the View of that Mercy and 
oodneſs thou haſt ſo largely diſpenſed to 
What a ſignal Favour was it to receive 
ne into thy Family! What Clemency not 
0 puniſh me when T ſo ungraciouſſy for- 
vox it! What Exceſs of Mercy ro bring 
ne forth out of Egypr, and give me freſh 
yo Flopes of entring into the promis'd Land! 
arne bat Profuſion of Grace is this! What In- 
rauenſibility of my Perfidiouſneſs! What For- 
tionctfulne!ls of thy own ſurpaſſing Worth and 
raW-ccllence ! O new and gracious Covenant, 
m gladly do] re-enter thy ſacred Bands! 


d tl * Jerem. 31. 33- 
a H O righ- 


* tho 
). Ant 
olate 
ed th 
depat 
tab! 
to th 
tro! 
is a 
wel 
of m 
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O righteous Laws; worthy to be inſcrib 
on the Tables of our Hearts, may you be 
graven in deep and laſting Characters upon 
mine! Make no Reſiſtance, O my Hear, Mx 
to the Impreſſion of theſe happy Laws, «Ms 
the Stone does to the Graver's Tool thaMs; 
wounds it: Be thou as Wax to the Hand d 
the Legiſlator, who engraves them, not 
with a painful Force, but with the ſoft and 
gentle Strokes of Love and Kindneſs. *Tis 


not by Man that he 
V. 11. Aud they ſhall teaches you what you 


are to do; tis by 
himſelf, by his Spirit, 
by the ſweet Infuſ- R 
ons of his Light, that 
he inſtructs you in 
his Truths, to enable 
you to practiſe what 
he firſt makes you io 
know. O heavenly 
Preceptor, how wor. 


wot teach every Man his 
Neighbour, and every 
Man his Brether, ſaying, 
Know the Lord: for all 

all know me from the 
{eaſt to the greateſt. 

4 12. fr 1 Py be 
merciful to their Unrigh- 
zeouſneſs, and their Sius, 
and their Iniquities will 
I remember no more. 


derful are the Methods of thy Inſtruction, 
who teacheſt without the Uſe of Words, 
without Number ot Rules, without Labour 
of the Brain, Help of the Imagination, oc 
Burthen of the Memory! How excellent 15h: 
the Leſſon which thou teacheſt, that com- 
rehends all things in one thing neceſlary: 
O when ſhall I attain this one thing need 
ful! When ſball I kzow thee, Lord, who to me 
al 
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be et all things! All the Creatures in the 
1 be world, ſay, Know the Lord. The Heavens, 
por Wwhoſe Sound is gone into all Lands, ſay, 
eart, WKnow his Immenſity in our immeaſurable 
„A krtent: The Stars ſay, Know his inexhau- 
tha MWſible Light in our Splendor : The Animals 
d of that move upon the Earth and the Waters, 
with united Voice, ſay, Know his Wiſdom 
and Power in our Preſervation : The bleſ- 
ed Angels, with joyful Acclamations, ſay, 
gehold his unſearchable Riches in our Per- 


voußections: My Heart cries out yet more 
S by Mfrongly, and ſays, Kn:w the Lord in the 
rt, WMultitude of his ſpiritual Bleſſings, in the 
ful. NRiches of his preventing and aſſiſting Grace, 
that hn his mercifully paſſing by my Perfidiouſ- 
u nes, in freely pardoning my paſt Tranſ- 
able Wrefſions. And yet 7-know thee not, O 


ord, as I onght, who mayſt be known 
both from within and without me. Reveal 
by ſelf then yet more clearly and fully to 
e: Take away the Veil from my Heart, 
hat obſtructs the Entrance of this ſo ne- 
ary Knowledge; and let there not be a 
fre in it great or ſmall, that is not ſin- 
rely devoted to thy Glory. Vouchſafe 
e the Effect of thy gracious Promiſe, in 
aling by my Tranſgreſſions, and remit- 
"W's them by that Goodneſs of thine, 
hich knows no bounds. As thy new 
ad ſpicitual Worſhip is ſet free from the 
H; Bondage 
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Bondage of the gli 
V. 13. In that he ſaith, Law, the Law d 


a new Covenant, he hath 
made the firſt old. Now 
that which decayeth and 
waxeth old, is ready to 
vaniſh away, 


Ordinances that wn 
againſt us; ſo inthe 
Service that I fhal 
render thee, let no- 


thing be found in 
me of my former Sins and Frailties. Let 
my Faith, my Hope, my Charity, never 
decline and wax old; but let my Soul, and 
all my Actions, continue firm in the Rero- 
vation {o happily wrought by thy Holy Spi- 
rit, Let my Body, as it approaches nearet 
to the Corruption of Death, be the farthe 
remov'd from that of Sin, which is ti 
Death of my Soul, of that precious immo 
tal Soul, in which I deſire thou mayſt He 
ways live, O God of my Life, and ny 
Hope in the Land of the Living. Du 


CH AP. 


I. 
O doubt tha" 


IX. 


V. 1. Then verily the 
firſt | Tabernacle J had 
alſo Ordinances of divine 
Service, and a. worldly 
Sanctuary. 

V. 2. For there was 
4 Tabernacle made, the 


frſt,. 


old Tabern 
cle was very mag 
ficent, wherein wa! 
the golden Candle 
itick,. the. Table 0 
Shew-bread , va 
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2 Veil that ſeparated , fir/#, where: was the 
1 theſe things . the Candleſtick, and the Ta- 
0 0 of all: in ble, and the Shew-bread, 
Waj hole 4 which is called the Sau- 
| the which was the Ark Fuary. 

fal of the Covenant, yz. Aid after the 


ſecond Veil, the Taber 
nacle, which is called the 
Holieſt of all ; 

V. 4. Which had the 


with the Cherubims 
of Glory ſhadowing 
the Mercy-Seat, (a 
ft Emblem of the di- 


eye alden Cenſor, and the 
and me Compaſſion and * þ of t ho — 5 
eno· Protection) the gol- werlaid round about with 
Spi den Pot full of Man- Gold, that had Manna, - 
earer nad, the Tables of the and Aaron's. Red that 


budded, and the Tables 


2 
tha, and Aarons „, oy, 
: Vibe Covenant ; 
the Rod that b udded, e. V. 5. And over it the 
mor ltanding Miracle of Cherabims of Glory ſha- 


he divine Authort- doing the Mercy-Seat ;. 
Y of the Prieſthood. of which wo caunot now 
But there 1s nothing ſpeak particularly. 

n all this, O eternal 

Prieſt, that equals thy Tabernacle, whe-: 
ger that in Heaven, where thou perſonally 
xerciſeſt thy Office, or that upon Earth, 
rhere the Prieſts officiate in thy Name, 
SW: by thy gracious Appointment. For 
by Church is not a moving Tabernacle, . 
grimaging from one Place to another 
vithin the Diſtrict of the promis'd Land; 
but univerſally ſpread over the Face of the 
rhole Earth. Thou art the reſplendent 
that enlightens it throughout, and to 
H 5 ſupport- 
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ſupport the Succeſſion of thy Prieſthogg, 
doſt continually place in the Candleſti; 
ſome holy Prieſts, to give Light and Gly 
to thy People. Thou art the Bread um 
Heaven, with which thy People are fed and 
nouriſh'd unto eternal Life. There is ng 
Veil that ſeparates them from thee ; but 
thou inviteſt every one to make their Ap 
proaches to thee. Thou art to us the 4 
of the Covenant, and the Glory of the Lord 
not only reſts upon thee, but dwells in and 
compleatly fills thee. Thou, in the holy 
Euchariſt, art the heavenly Manna that hath 
a Sweetneſs above all the Viands of th: 
Earth. Thou art our living Law, the Lay 
of Grace, of Truth and Love. Thou ar 
the Flower of the Field, and the Lilly of e 
Kalley, and ceaſeſt not to produce new! 
Flowers in the Garden of thy Spouſe, tou 
tranſplant them into that of Eternity, where 
they ſhall never wither and decay. O ney 
Tabernacle of the Church of Chriſt, how 
excellent is the Architect that rear'd thee 
up! O conſummate Wiſdom which appearsWe 
in the perfect Agreement between the FW: 
gure and the Truth, the Shadow and the: 
real Subſtance ! O gracious Deſignation ofen 
my God, which hath plac'd me in this 
new Tabernacle, what bleſſed Advantages 
doſt thou convey to me! O holy Altar 0: 
my God, how ſtrongly doſt thou engage 

my 
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20d, Iny Lore! My Heart in meditating on thy 
tick olineſs melts away with Pleaſure; falls 
7lory Hiro a ſwooning Fit of Love; loſes all its 
fun Prrength, and is no longer able to reſiſt 


he ſweet and violent Aſſaults of Lore 
vhich it ſuffers for thee ! O ſacred Table! 


0 delicious Bread of Life! O incorrupti- 
Ap- e Manna, how glorious, how happy am 
Ao have you for my ſpiritual Food and 
ouriſhment? O living Ark of my new and 


xetter Covenant! O Jeſus, in whom the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily, 
tis from thee alone that I will receive the 
Dracles of my Salvation! Stretch over me. 
he Wings of thy continual Prote&ion, and 
t thy Mercy ſtir up thy Power, to reſcue 
ne from this miſerable, ſinful State, in 
hich Jam involy'd. Render me uncor- 
upted in the Fidelity that I owe thee : Co- 
er me on all ſides with Gold in the Purity 
{my Intentions, and make of my Breaſt a 
nctuary, wherein nothing unholy and 
tofane can enter. Engrave on my — 
e Law of thy Goſpel, and let thy Truth 
e hid in my inward Parts, as the Tables 
f Stone were in the Ark, that I may be- 
Wome a Law to others by the exemplary In- 
dence and Purity of my Life. O let the 
roof of my f Royal Prieſthood be in a 
ah Production of ſome good Work for 


gage * Coloſl..2. 9. + 2 Pet: 4+ $+- 
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the advancing thy Glory, the Service of th 
Church, and my own eternal Salvation! 
II. 


V. 6. Now hen theſe 
things were thus ordain- 
ed, the Prieſts went al- 


"T'was a joyfi 
Sight to the Chil 
dren of Iſrael to {ke 
their High-Prieſt i 


ways into the firſt Taber- . | 
A — — 9 he his gorgeous Habt 
Service of God: enter once ever 
V. 7. But into the ſe- Year into the Sant: 
cond went the High- ctuary to offer Bloc 


Prieſt alone once every 
Fear, not without Blood, 
which he offered for hin- 
ſelf, and the Errors of 
the P cople. 


for the Remiſſion df 
Sins, which wet 
committed through 
Ignorance by himlel 


and the People in the 

Courſe of the whole Year ; but what jul 
Cauſe of Triumph is it to us Chriſtians, u 
have in thee, O Jeſus, a Sovereign Priel, 
who art for ever entred into the heaven! 
Sanctuary (prefigur'd by that of the Law) 
not in paſſing through a Veil of corruptib 
Matter, made by the Hands of Man ; but 
by the Rupture of the Veil of thy Divinity 
by the laying down the Lite of that ſacred 
Body which the Holy Ghoſt had formed 
and could not ſe: Corruption! Before this 
c ntry d 

V. 8. The Holy Ghoſt — Kit 
e515 gif ving, tat the F 1 
wa) into the Iiilieſt of elt, the Origim 
all Was mot yet inade Sanctuar y of He 
mans Wi 


l 


Ch. 9. 
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ras ſhut up to all, as 
he Holy of Holies 
ras to the People, 
he Levites, and the 
xdinary Prieſts ; to 
zach them that the 


lt in{MOferin gs they made, 
lab: Diſtinction of 
eren, and Drinks, 
Sar bey obſerv d, the di- 


loodMerſe H/aſhings and 
Parifications, yea, 
he whole Body of 
gal Ceremonies 
ould not give them 
he true Perfection of 


OUCH 
imſel 
in the 
t jul 
IS, U 
Teſt 
wen! 
Law) 
ptibl 
- but 
inity 
acred 
rmech 
@ this 


firſ® Tabernacle was 
ſtanding : 
V. 9. Which was a 
Figure for the time then 
reſent, in which were 
offer'd both Gifts and a- 
crifices, that could not 
make him that did the 
Service perfect, as per- 
taining to the Conſcience, 
V. 10. hich ſtood on- 
ly in Meats and Drinks, 
and dic ers Waſhings, aud 
carnal Ordinances impo- 
ſed on them, until the 
time of Reformation. 


olineſs; and that all thoſe things were to 
ndure but to the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 
rho was to introduce the Truth inſtead of 
he Figure, and ſet open the celeſtial San- 
tuary to the Children of God, O Hea- 
en, how long, but how juſtly haſt thou 
cen ſhut up to the rebellious Sons of 4- 
im! O the deplorable Blindneſs and Infa- 
uation of ſinful Men, who were ſo care- 
ls and inſenſible of this dire Misfortune, 
d ſo well contented, could they but ſet 


tr H their eternal Reſt upon Earth! O holy 


anguiſhments of the faithful Patriarchs; 
ho expected the opening of this heavenly 
agdom, how painful, yet how full of 


4. Love 


— 


, manifeſt, while as the 
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Love and ardent Deſire! O accurſed Sin 
which did ſeclude the Children from the 
Kingdom of their Father, what Indigns 
tion and Abhorrence ſhould*ſt thou rait 
within us! Come, come, O Jeſus, and o 
pen to us this bleſſed Manſion, which we 
ſo paſſionately ſigh and long for Deli 
no longer, O King of Heaven, to deſcend 
from thy Throne, to break thoſe Bars tha 
obſtruct our Entrance. Thou haſt the Key 
of thoſe everlaſting Doors; Thou ofen, 
and no Man ſhutteth ; thou ſhutteft, and m 
Man openeth *, That which diminiſheth 
my Joy, O Jcſus, is, that before this En- 
trance into Heaven the ſacred Veil of thy 
Fleſh was rent and tortur'd with molt acute 
and exquifite Pains. The reproachtul 
Thorns galled thy ſacred Head, the ſharp 
goading Nails pierced thy tender Hand 
and Feet, the Thongs made long Furrows 
in thy tender Body, and not a Part theredt 
was free from inexpreſſible Pain. O Rup 
ture of the Veil of the Divinity of my & 
viour, 'twas his Love and my Sin that causd 
it! Love is innocent, but Sin is criminal 
Love deſcended from Heaven to make th 
Breach, but Sin came forth from Hell t 
aſſiſt the doing it. Love thou art juſt i 
deed, and holy, but how ſeemingly ſevere 
and. rigorous is thy Conduct! Sin, how de 


* Revel. 3. 7» "eſtab 


b. bo. JESUS Cunisr. 161 
| Sn, edtable art thou, how dreadful in thy Ef- 
ts! O broken Veil of Jeſus my Saviour, 


ow wonderful in this ſad and broken Con- 


raie tion, for I well know that thy Union with 
nd e Divinity can never be broken and diſ- 
h we ind! O glorious 

DelayſWaſage of my Sove- V. 11. But Chriſt be- 
ſcend eien Prieſt into the , come an HHigh- Prieſt 
; tha inctuary of God, of good things to come, by 
Ke happily doſt © greaterand more perfect 


+. Tabernacle, not made 
ou make me tO wih Hands, that is to 


aſs from the loweſt ſay, not of this Building; 
Depths of Deſpair to V. 12. Neither with 
lively Hope of eter- the Blood of Goats and 
Salvation! How Calres but by his own 


Blood he entred in once 
rat was thy Good= 1% ge holy Place, ha- 


eſs, Oeternal Prieſt, ving obtained eternal Re- 
open an Entrance demption for Us. 

to Heaven for us, 

ot with the Blood of Bulls and Geats, but 


achtul 
ſharp 
Jands 
rrows 


hereofWith thy own Blood When I conſider the 
Rupgorous Effuſion of thy precious Blood, I 
y Sold wiſh thou hadſt enter'd Heaven by a 
-aus (More ſmooth and caſy Paſſage ; but when 
mini bebold the Ardours of thy Love, and the 
e thigh iſdom of thy Counſels, in carrying on ſo 


eat, ſo illuſtrious a Work; I am fill'd with 
ceeding Joy, that in this aſtoniſhing man- 
er thou haſt perfected the Redemption of 
ners. The Law could make nothing 
erlect to the Obſervers thereof; it was ex- 
ternal 


Icll t 
iſt 1 
ſevere 
w de 
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ternal only, and ſearched no deeper thin 
the Fleſh ; but thou, in preſenting thy Blog 
to God, haſt for ever broken all our Chains 
cleans'd our noiſome, putrified Sores, an 
heal'd the Diſtempers of our Souls. Tag 
a {ingular Inſtance of thy Goodneſs, Om 
God, to accept in old time the Life 
Beaſts, for that of the Sinner, who deſet 
ved to ſuffer in his own Perſon; and t 
make the Creatures ſubſervient to the U 
of Man, for whoſe ſake they were at fir 
created. But, alas! in what Ten 
ſhall I mention this Exceſs of Goodne{ 
which willed that thy only Son, who is th 
God of Men, ſhould die in their ſtead 
who deſcrved Death; and die upon th 
accurſed, painful Croſs? And after thi 

mall I ſpare my own Blood, if there is oc 

caſion of ſhedding it, for my loving Sai! 

our, who pour'd out all his own tor me 
This reaſonable Teſtimony of my Love . 
does not call for: He is contented with 
much more eaſy Acknowledgment : It ſu 
ficeth him, that I do not offer this Bloc 
of mine to the Idols of my Luſt and Pa 
ſion; that I no longer live in the Po!lutior 
of Fleſh and Blood, and that I pour it oi 
in ſecret before him, in the Fears of at 
ly humble and unfeign'd Repentance. 


III. Wii 
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JeSUS CHRIST, 


III. 

Who in the leaſt 
in doubt, O boun- 
eous Redeemer, of 
he efficacious Pow- 
r of thy Blood for 
xpiating the Sins of 
e whole World ? If 
hat of Bulls and Goats 
ith the Aſhes of a 
ed Heiter could pu- 
fy the Jews from 
e Pollutions of the 
len; how much 
nore ſhall the Blood 
f Jeſus Chriſt pour'd out in a Sacrifice, 
hereof the Holy Spirit was the Fire, Love 
he Prieſt, and the Croſs the Altar, be ſuf- 
cient to cleanſe the very Hearts of Men 
tom their Defilements? Not only give 
hem an external Cleanneſs that ſtrikes the 
yes of Men , but an inward Purity that 
enctrates to the very bottom, renders them 
1thout Spot in the Sight of the living God, 
nd capable thereby of pada him a faith- 
and truly acceptable Service? No, my 
ore, I cannot in the leaſt doubt of the 
owerful Efficacy of thy precious Blood. I 
clicve that one ſingle drop is ſufficient to 
anlom a Million of Worlds much more 
minal than this thou haſt redeem'd ; and 
therefore 


V. 12. For if the Blood 
of Bulls and of Goats, and 
the Aſhes of an Heifer 
ſprinkliag the unclean, 
Janetifieth to the parify- 
mg of the Fleſh ; 

V.14. How much more 
ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, 
who through the eternal 
Spiris offered himſelf 
without Spot to God, 
parge your Conſcience 
Jrom dead Works to ſerve 
the living God? 
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therefore humbly beg the Reverence due tg 
ſo powerful and ineſtimable Blood. As | 
is the Blood of God Man, it demands the 
profoundeſt Reverence; but as it was ſhe 
for my ſake, how amiable and dclightfy 
ſhould it appear to me. What Fervors d 
Love ſhould it not kindle in me ? I low 
and deſire nothing more than the Know 
ledge of the Truth, becauſe it is the pri 
per Object of my Underſtanding, which 
the nobleſt Power in my Soul: And is it 
not by thee, O reconciling Blood of ſeſus 
that the Father hath enlighten'd me with the; 
Knowledge of thoſe ſaving Truths I wa, 
ignorant of? I love and deſire Health, and 
doſt thou not heal my deadly Maladies? } 
am afraid of Death, and haſt thou not ti 
ken away the Sting and Bitterneſs of it? 
deſire Happineſs, and doſt thou not lea 
and conduct me thither? O precious Blood 
of my Redeemer, thou art the Remedy off, 
all my Miſeries ! Thou art to me the Source 
and Spring of all Good! O ſacred Blood 
of my God, *tis by thee I enter into ti 
Participation of the divine Nature! Orig 
teous Blood of the eternal Prieſt, thou ren 
dereſt me worthy to offer up my Blood, mor 
vile than that of Goats, unto thy Fathe: 
who cannot bear any polluted thing! C 
efficacious Blood of the Son of the mo 
High, which raiſeth me above 7 th 
cal 


— — — = 
— — — 
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Meanneſſes of my low and corrupt Eſtate ! 
O wonderful Fountain of the Love of my 
Maſter Jeſus, I deſire nothing more than to 
drink my fill of thy heavenly Liquor ! Al- 
ay my Thirſt, and at the ſame time en- 
lame it: Let me no longer thirſt after the 
muddy Waters of the corrupting Pleaſures 
of the World, nor let me ever be weary of 
jrinking at the pure Stream that flows at 
he Foot of my Saviour's Croſs. *Tis not 
nough for me to be continually drawing 
thence ; it is very neceſſary and fit — 
ſhould be pouring ſomething in: And what 
Ws it, Lord, that I can pour in, that will 
ot corrupt its divine Purity? It ſhall be 
Wood in Deſire, and Blood in Effect; 
Blood in Defire, in the Diſpoſition of my 
ot cart to lay down my Life, if it were need- 
, for the Defence of thy Honour, an 
e Salvation of my Brethren { Te. bl 
100d in Effect, in making my Eyes conti- 
ually low with Tears, which are the Blood 
W' 2 broken and contrite Heart. O Jeſus, 
hou art the Mediator 


"Of the New Teſtament, 
ut thou haſt ſeal'd 
nd confirm'd it by 
hy Death, that we 
igt enjoy the eter- 
Inheritance be- 
queathed to us; no 
Teſta- 


V. 15. Aud for this 
Cauſe he is the Mediator 
of the New Teſtament, 
that by means of Death 
for the Redemption of the 
TZranſgreſſions that were 
under the firſt Teſta- 
ment, they which are 


called 


” V 
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called might receive the 
Promiſe of eternal Inhe- 
ritance. 

V. 16. For where a 
Teſtament is, there muſt 
alſo of Neceſſity be the 
Death of the Te ator. 

V. 17. For a Teſta- 
ment is of Force after 
Men are dead ; other- 
wiſe it is of no Strength 
at all while the Teſtator 
liveth. 

V. 18. Wherenpon, 
neither the firſt Teſla- 
ment was dedicated 
without Blood. 

. 19. For when Mo- 
ſes had ſpokea every Pre- 
cept to all the People ac- 
cording 10 the Law, he 
took the Blood of Calves 
aud of Goats, with I a- 
ter, and ſcarlet Wool, 
and Ilyſſop, and ſprink- 
led both the Bool and all 
the People, 

V. 20. Saying, This is 
the Blood of the Teſla- 
ment which God hath 
enjoiued unto you. 

V. 21. Moreover, he 
ſpriakled w:th Blaud both 
the Tabernacle, and all 
the Veſjels of the Ali 
nſlry. 


SET 


any Force till th; 


Teſtament being 


Teſtator's Death 
For which Reaſo 
the old one whic 
Moſes contracte 
with the Jews, w; 
attended with Ef 
ſion of the Blood « 
Calves and Goat: 
with which h 
ſprinkled the Peopl: 
the Book of the Lay 
and all the Veſt 
of the Tabernack 
What! my Soul, 
there no Expiatid 
in the old La 
without ſhedding ( 
Blood, and in the nei 
Law hath Jeſus th 
Legiſlator expiate 
with his own Blood 
Is Blood the elk 
tial Part of every Te 
ſtament, the Cont 
mation of every Coll 
venant? And would 
thou be purity'd fro 
thy Defilements 


wouldſt thou enjc 8 
; Li 
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vine Teſtament 
ithout ſhedding 
ne ſingle Tear, with 
hich the Teſtator, 
ho hath left thee 
eaven forg an In- 
eritance, would be 
hundantly delight- 
d? The Church of 
hriſt being incom- 
zrably more excel- 
nt than the Taber- 


emſelves to God, 
dur forth the Blood 
ite Heart, for their 


haſt thou been to 


e Bleſſing of the. 


© adorable Teſtator, 


V. 22. Aad almoſt all 


things are by the Law 


purged with Blood; and 


without ſhedding of 
Blood there ts — Re- 
miſſion. 


V. 23. I: was there« 

| fore neceſſary that the 
Patterns of Things in the 
Heavens ſhould be puri- 
fied with theſe ; but the 
heavenly Things them- 
ſelves with better Sacri- 


feces thau theſe, 


acle which was but the Type and Fi- 
ure, ought to be purified with a much 
ore noble and holy Sacrifice; but all the 
Whildren of this Church, for to have a Part 
this perfect Oblation, ſhould offer up 


and from their Eyes 
of a broken and con- 
numberleſs Offences. 
how frank and libe- 
ſinful Men, how mi- 


ably ſparing have they been to thee ! 
hat a Father ſhould leave his Inheritance 
his obedient Children, 1s the ordinary 
kmand: of Nature and common Juſtice ; 
t that he ſhould deveſt himſelf of all his 
bods, and lay down his Lite to inveſt 
ole in the Inheritance who have always 
en a Shame and Diſhonour to him, is a 


Goodneſs 


— —— — — 


— 
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Goodneſs truly divine, and ſuch as huny 
Weakneſs is incapable of. And what |; 
hath the eternally begotten of the Fathy 
done for his diſobedicnt Creatures ? Wit 
what Shame and Contuſion of Face ſhoy 
I then be cover'd, for having deſery'd { 
little, or rather, for rendring my ſelf { 
unworthy of this glorious Inheritance 
But why do I ſpeak of Unworthineſs? 


am very glad to find there is nothing inn T. 
that I can call my own; nothing that cM: {1c 
favour the leaſt Pretence to the Receipt IM 1 
the heavenly Glory; that fo the Riches Mee. 
the divine Goodneſs and Liberality may Moes! 
the more illuſtrious. No, my God, I marc t 
not the leaſt Pretence thereto, by any RigfMWhis 
of Nature, for that is miſerably. depru , 
not by the Dignity of my Underſt andi Y 
for that is darkned by Error and Miſcoſh the 
ception; not by my Will, which is corruW:o 1 
and made a Vaſſal to Sin; not by my Worifſſhg tl 
for they are vicious; not by thy PromilſWm, | 
which I have long ſince forteited by Truſſe Ble 
greſſion. All my Pretenſions are laid up uden 


thy infinite Patience and Long- ſuffering ¶ reve; 
wait my Converſion; upon the Riches Wchang 
thy Mercy to forgive my Sin; upon ti. © 
Goodneſs to aſſiſt and accept my weak Me Lik 
deavours, and pardon my Unworthineſ Sin, 
and upon the Application of thy Son's Mich ! 
rits, by which, I hope for the Inheritaly de 
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the Saints in Glory. O bleſſed Heritage 
f my Father, I expect thee as a Gift, and 
ot as a juſt Debt! Thou art, tis true, 
he Crown of Righteouſneſs; but alas! on 
hom ſhould the righteous judge be able 
beſtow it, unleſs, as a God of Mercy, 
e firſt gives them both Strength for the 
attel, and the Honour of the Victory? 
IV. 

The Condition of all human Teſtaments, 
all: ich, that their Validity bears Date from 
e Death of the Teſtator; but thine, O 
eded Jeſus, demands not only the Teſta- 
rs Death, but that of the Heirs allo, to 
alive them a legal Title to the Inheritance. 
his Death ot theirs is to begin in this 
e, in the Deſtruction of the Life of the 
nd Mer, and all its Corruptions; that up- 
the Diſſolution of Soul and Body, the 
ev Man may be in a Condition of recei- 
ng the glorious Inheritance prepared tor 
m. Give me, O Lord of Life and Death, 
e Bleſſing of this firſt Death, that the 
ndemning Sentence of the ſecond may 
revers'd, and the Wages of Sin may be 
changed for the Rewards of Righteouſ- 
ls. Thou, who in Mercy wert made in 
e Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, yet free from 
| din, deſtroy in me the Body of Sin, 
ch I bear about with me; and fo per- 
aly deſtroy it, that nothing offenſive may 
I be 
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be found in me, when I ſhall be preſented 
before the Throne of thy Glory. Thon 


V. 24. For Chriſt is 
not entred into the holy 
Places made withHanas, 


which are the Figures of 


art now at the Right 
Hand of the Majeſty 
of God, to ſue out 
this Favour for thy 
unworthy Servants: 


the true: but into Hea- 
ven it ſelf What an unſpeakable 
Conſolation is this tc 


me, under the Fears and Diſquiets of x 
upbraiding Conſcience? I am unable of m 
ſelf to aſcend to this new Sanctuary where 
thou now reſideſt; for as it is not built b 
Man's Hands, no Man can exalt him{e 
thither by his own Strength. But when | 

ſce my Head inſtated in the heavenly Glo 
ry, I preſently conceive Hope as one 0 
his Members, that where he is, there 
ſhall be alſo. When I conſider that he i 


— the 219995, preſent 


Preſence | or before the fore the Face « 


Gd God, I am not af 
8 fraid that God ſhoul 


caſt his Eyes upon me, who, of my ſel 
am a worthy Object of his Diſpleaſure, an 
in whom he can ſee nothing but Iniquit 
heighten'd with the higheſt Inſolence an 
Contempt. I am fully aflured that thy ba 
Preſence alone would effectually plead t 
thy Father, ſhould'ſt thou add no Requeſt 
in my behalf, from which he could. ne 


Curl 
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m away. As thou art continually in the 
reſence of God, O holy Jeſus, to receive 
he Light, the Careſſes, the favourable Re- 
ards of his Countenance upon thy holy 
umanity ; it is but a juſt Retribution for 
he withdrawing the Light of his Counte- 
ance from thee, whilſt hanging on the 
itter Croſs. As thou art always there, con- 
ting more the Intereſt of thy Creatures, 
han thy own Glory; this is Goodneſs in- 
feed, which _— the Force of Words, 
ls for the profoundeſt Acknowledgment 
our Hearts. And what would become 
"Wt us, O ſeſus, without this continual Pre- 
Wc: of thine at God's Right Hand? Long 
Ime ago the Earth would have been to- 
ly deſtroyed, where almoſt all Fleſh had 
MWorrupted its way. O tremendous Face of 
e living God, when ſhall I be able to 
and before thee without provoking thy 


n there were hot Loaves continually plac'd 
pon a golden Table, which were called 
e Shew- bread, or Bread of Faces; but in 
e true Temple in Heaven, thou preſenteſt 
ſelf, O Jeſus, before the Face of God, 
the Ardors of a divine, inextingiſhable 
rity, which ſheds its Fire upon thoſe 
W' whom thou continually mak'ſt this holy 
lation. This Oblation is of a far diffe- 
* Kind from that * the Croſs; for by 
2 


offering 


t Indignation ? In the Temple at Jeruſa- 


1 

1 x 

* * 
WT 

. 1 
of — 1 * 
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* 
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: offering thy ſelf that 
V. 25. Nor yet that once * all, thoden 


he ſhould offer himſelf 1: . | 
get, as the Iligh-Prieſt : idſt give full Sui mas 
entreth into the holy action to the (Mic; 


Place, every Year with vine Juſtice , an 
Blood of others: make a perfect Exp ( 
ation for the Sins fore 
the whole World; and ſince for a Reval ot 
of thy well-finiſh'd Sufferings, thou art oft 
ter'd into thy Father's Glory, thou canſt nM:nd 
more be ſaid to ſuffer again, than that tho Ian 
didſt ſhed a ſtrange Blood, and not that an 
thy own Veins upon the painful Cro\More! 
O happy Period Mon, 
W. 26. ( Fur then he theſe laſt Ages of thMWnun 
mnt have often ſuffered World, wherein |Mtlo! 
ſince the foundation of ſus is come to fle: 


ine World) Lat now once | 

in the End of the World, the Work of ourk nc 
hath de appear'd to put demption „ MN bect pret 
aba, Sin by the Sacri- ming 4 Sacrifice Mn. 


fice of himſelf. us; with what Hz j 

nour and AdvantagWtor | 
art thou bleſſed above all former Ages! Wunj 
from the Beginning of Ages paſt, even trogſ110! 
the Days of the firſt Man, Mankind ſto De: 
in great need of this precious Sacrifice; WW nue 
Teſus having not begun to live, nor ſuffer i tion 
his human Nature from the Beginning ¶ thc 
the World, hath nevertheleſs been the La mer 
facrific'd in the Thought and Intention IF ot 


God his Father from the Foundation the" 
0 


4 2 — — Tr mm mmm mmm | 
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f: And becauſe the Expiation of Sins 
rhich were committed, was not to be 
made without his Death ; he may on this 
Account be ſaid to _ even before he lived. 
O holy Sacrifice, which didſt purify be- 
fore thou wert offer d up; what art thou 
not able to effect now that thou art really 
offered! O the deteſtable Cruclty of Sin 
and Sinners, which, has ſlain the immaculate 
Lamb from the Foundation of the World *! O 
Lamb of God ſlain ſo many Ages paſt, how 
prevalent is the Force of thy holy Qblati- 
on, which hath perfectly exhauſted the 
mmberleſs Sins of Men! How worthy art 
thou to be inveſted 
by thy Father, with 
the Authority of ſu- 


JESUS CHRIST. 


V. 27. Aud as it is 
appointed unto Men once 
79 die, but aſter thts the 


preme ſudge both of 
Quick and Dead, as 
HW a jult Recompence 
tag for having ſuffer'd an 
unjuſt Sentence to a 
violent and bloody 
ol Death ! Lord, as 


Judgment x 

V. 28. SY Chriſt was 
once offer'd tv bear the 
ius of many: and unto 
them that look for him, 
ſhall he appear without 


Fin unto Salvation, 


nach as the Thought of this perfect Obla- 
er tion raiſes our Contidence in thee, ſo much 
de Apprehenſion of this laſt Act of Judg- 
any ment awakens our Fears, The firſt is full 
ot Love and Sweetnels ; the other of Wrath 


cry * Rev. 13. 8. 
( 1 3 


and 
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and fiery Indignation. The one repreſeq; 
thee as a Lamb; in the other I behold 
thee as the Lyon of the Tribe of Juda 
The one gives us Hope of the Pardon of ou 
Sins; the other lays them open to a ju 
Retribution. The one quite diſarms th 
Almighty Father of the Weapons of hi 
Wrath; in the other, he ſeems to put indflof“ 
thy Hand all the Thunder of his Vegeance ho 
In the one, thou draineſt the Sink of thepre! 
Sins of the whole World; in the other com 
thou wilt pour out the Viols of thy WrathWnig 
upon the Sinner's Head. O different ApWthar 
pearances of ſeſus, as a Sacrifice for SinWoul! 
and as a ſupreme Judge coming to judg 
ment! How amiable art thou, O bleſk 
Jeſus, coming as a Lamb, how full of Ter 
ror coming as a {y'n! But is it not jullſorer 
that having deſpis'd the Meekneſs of th ide 
iſt coming, we ſhould feel the Rigors d 
thy ſecond ? Do we then deſire that the Siem 
of God ſhould be always under the WeakWals 
neſſes and Infirmities of the So of Mani 
That the Judge be always judged and conf 
demned by the Guilty? That the Prieſt be 
always Victim? That the God of Lite be 
always in the Condition of Mortality 
T hat the Prince of the preſent World a 
pear always ſtronger than the King and 
Father of the World to come? No, my !c 


ving Lord, I do not in the leaſt deſire it 
ti 
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tis too much to have ſuffer'd once for un- 
tateful Man: It is very reaſonable thou 
houldſt be in a Condition of inflicting end- 
leſs Death upon Sinners, who would not 
acknowledge thee the God of their Lite. 
Tis enough that in thy Oblation on the 
Croſs, thou haſt once born the Similitude 
of Sin, in becoming Sin for us; it is fit thou 
houldſt aſcend thy high Tribunal as ſu- 
Moreme judge of Sin and Sinners. Come, 
come, O Heavenly, Incorruptible, Al- 
mighty Judge, thou Judge of the World, 
\pMthat wilt adminiſter Judgment in Righte- 
SinMouſncſs : Thy Children wail with Impati- 
de Hence for thee, as their Saviour and their 
only Salvation. They are grieved to ſee 
hat thou beareſt not yet an abſolute Sway 
Mover thoſe rebellious Enemies, which di- 
ride the Empire of the World with thee ; 
and which, tho” deſerving forthwith to be- 
Wome thy Footſtool, have many more Vaſ- 
s chan thou haſt Servants. Haſte then 
to thy ſecond coming, to put a final ſtop to 

their Tyranny, and to bind them faſt in 

he“ Chains of everlaſting Darkneſs reſerv'd 

the great Day. O what Joy do I con- 

eve at the Thoughts of this thy power- 

ul and glorious Appearance ? But what 

uit Cauſe have T to fear that it ſhould not 

e favourable to me? For thy gracious Re- 


* Jude 6. 


I 4 gards 


— 
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gards will be to thoſe only, who in then td t! 
Life-time ſhall have repreſented thee as ne 
rightcous Judge, and in tear of this af fon 
Judgment, have paſs'd a ſcvere one upoſ unh: 


themſclyes. And, alas! when, or how nere 
or in what have I judged my ſelf, unlekMwhc 

| it were to extenuate my Guilt, or clear my Hea 
ſelf of Sin? How ſubtle and ingenious hae ER 
] been to juſtify my looſe and inordinatsMno 1 
Defires > Under what ſpecious PrerextsMlcorr 
have I skreen'd the Deformity of my brutally 
Paſſions ? With what Impatience have IWiuric 
ſuffer'd, not only the Cenſure and ReproofMkhat 
but the kindeſt Counſel and Advice of thoſe, that 
whom God hath appointed my OrerſcerMWire 


— 


— — _— 


and Judges? What Artifices have I notWGrat 
| us'd to appear rightcous in the Sight ofxGÞ]Þde 
| Men? How many Times have I ſtifled th ige 
; Clamours of Conſcicnce, that witneſſed aMWnd 
gainſt me to my Face, for to avoid the Set reel 


tence of Condemnation, which I ſo juſtlyMrhic 
deſerve, and have ſo much Cauſe to fear?Mhat 
Alas | the Sentence either of endleſs Li um! 
or Death mult paſs upon me; tor the 1rreWoth 
vocable Decree um! 

ii is appointed gone forth, that Pra 
; mult firſt die, ange! 
| then be judged. Die! What a harſh, iH chic 
ſounding Word is this? Die! Without ea 

ving thought to live, without ſo much Ae 
thinking to die! Die! Whillt full of Deſir 


10 
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oo the World, what a dreadful leaving of 
ne World is this! What frightful Conclu- 
uon of a ſhort, imperfe& Life! What an 
u unhappy Entrance upon a Lite that ſhall 
erer end! What! be judged by a Judge, 
MW who ſhall ſearch to the very bottom of our 
mM Hearts; by a Judge, whom no palliating 
reſMExcuſes can deceive, no Entreaties move, 
neo Tears can ſoften, no Offers blind and 
corrupt, no Fears intimidate ! Be judged. 
tab y a Judge, that ſhall avenge his own In- 
 IMjurics, and avenge them juſtly! By a Judge 
of that is ſupreme Lord of Lite and Death, 
e tat can condemn to the Pains of eternal 
et fire; what dreadful Judgment is this! 
1tMGrant, O thou molt ſtrict and righteous 
olWſudge, that I may ſo judge my ſelf with 
thefWigor in this Life, that I may hereafter 
id thee mercitully diſpoſed to me: I 
reely conſent to the general Law of Death, 
rhich is made for all, and as freely confeſs, 
at for the Number and aggravating Cir- 
umſtances of my Sins, I deſcrve the Pains: 
both of the firſt and ſecond Death. But I 
umbly beg the Favour, that I may find 
race {o to live, as to die the Death of 
e Righteous ; the Death of % Saints, 
yrhich is for ever precious in thy Sight *; the 
heath by which we ſhun the Torments of 
he ſecond Death; the Death, which ren- 


* Pſal. 116. 15. 
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ders the dead happy, becauſe they di i 
the Lord, and their Works do follow them. I. 
Q J.ſus, I deſire to be judged by the 
who art my King and my God: But judg 
me as my Saviour; judge me as he tha 
hath been judged and condemned for me 
Finally, fo judge me, as to draw me fron 
that eternal Perdition which is the due Þ 
merit of my Sin. 


3 ; urg 
. oug 
HAP. N. t101 
hey 
I. leſs 
R T was very neceſſhuſt 
e rote Law be, Þ faryunderthe3Jl tn 
Things to come, and not % Law (which Wager 
be very Image of the but the Shadow E 
Things, can never with thoſe Things, where lan- 
thoſe Sacrifices which of the Goſpel wait 
rey of _ _— — the Truth and SubMonce 
continua! " Wn 
Comers 33 per- ſtance) that Sac ed S 
fedt : ces ſhould daily Mone 
V. 2. For then would repeated; which wi tha 
they have not have cea- a plain ArgumenWweſt 
ſed to be offer'd * Be- that they were inſuſſs; c 
cauſe that x ſicient for 2 erfe com 
per once ede, pn of i 
ſeience of Sins. and that ſo noble ¶ to 
V. 3. But in thoſe Sa- Effect was not to vic din 
| min. 


* Rev. 14. 13. k 
erifices _  wrouh 


_—_— 
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rrought by the 
rorthleſs Blood of 
paſts. What then 
rould finful Men 
are done, O Jeſus, 
thou hadſt not 
ome to the Relief 
this weak and 
perfect Law, to 
urge them tho- 
oughly of their Pol- 
utions? No doubt, 
hey were in a reme- 
leſs Condition, and 
uſt have lain under 


heir Sins. 


crifices there is a Re- 
membrance again made 
of ius every Tear. 

4 Fir it is not 


poſſible that the Blood of 


Bulls, and of Goats, 


bonld take away Jius. 

V. 5. Wherefore when 
he cometh ito the World, 
he ſaith, Sacrifice and 
Offeriag thou wouldeſt 
not, but a Body haſt thou 
prepared me : 

V. 6. In Barat-offer- 
ings and Sacrifices for 
Sin, thou haſt had no 
P / eaſa Yee 


lamentable, yet juſt Condemnation for 
How full of Love and Pity is 
Entrance into the World, O Jeſus, to 
eanſe and purify it! I adore, O divine 
ict, the ſublime Thoughts which thou 
nceivedſt at that very Moment: No cre- 
ed Spirit is able to reach them, and thou 
one canſt teach us the Height and Depth 
that Knowledge, by which thou clearly 
welt the Inſufficiency of the legal Sacrifi- 
s; cither to adore God in a worthy and 
coming Manner, or to render him Thanks 
Proportion to the Extent of his Mercies, 
to make a full and perfect Expiation of 
e dins of Men. Neither did thy Thoughts 
minate here, O gracious Redeemer |! 
I 6 Thou 
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Thou, at the ſame time, didſt know thy 
thy coming into the World, was to be 
the ſtead of theſe fleſhly Sacrifices that coul 
not pleaſe God *, and that thy Body wy 
given thee in the molt perfect Innocen 
and Holineſs, to do that which was in 
poſſible for them to do, and to ſuffer i 
Honour of the divine Being, before whid 
all other Beings are leſ than # thing and In 


V. 7. Then ſaid I, Lo 
I come (iu the Volume 
of the Book it is written 
ne) to do wy Wal, U 
Cod. | 

. 8. Above, when he 
ſaid, Sacrifice and Offer- 
ing, and Burut-)ffermgs, 
and Offering for Sin thou 
evorldeſt not, neither 
badſt Pleaſure therein, 
(whick are offered by the 
Law :) 

V.9g. Then ſaid he, 
Ls IT come to do thy Ill, 
O God. He taheth away 
the firſt, that he may e- 
ftabliſh the ſecond. 


nity f. Not one Cir 
cumſtance of thy bit 
ter Sufferings wa 
concealed from thee 
thou foreſaweſt 1 
the Pains and Hard 
ſhips, the Scoffs ani 
Reproaches the 
wert to conflict with 
and tho” the hum: 
Nature groan'd u 
derthe heavy Weigt 
nevertheleſs thout; 
ledſt not to ſhow 
ready Acquieſcene 
to thy Father's Wi 
Thou wert a faith 


Exemplar of a chearful Submiſſion to th 
Sorrows which were mark'd up for thee! 
the Book of God's Decrees, as the Ha 
of the Elect of God, and the Firſt- born 


# Pjal, 40. 6. 


* Lai. 4.0, 17. 
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nong many Brethren. O holy Will of the 
eternal Father to his only begotten Son, 
how rigorous and ſevere to him, how kind 
and beneticial unto us! What other Motive 
than that of infinite Love could induce 
thee to treat him thus, who 1s the ſole Ob- 
je& of thy Delight, for us wretched Crimi- 
nals, who are the worthy Objects of thy 
Diſpleaſure? O the humble, chearful, cou- 
ragious, uniform , conſtant Submiſſion of 
ſeſus to the rigorous Will of his heavenly 
Father! O myſterious Liberty of Jeſus, 
which, in this reſpect, is ſo much the more 
i gorious, as it was ſubject to the Decree of 
ard Cod, and yet could not violate it by any 
an cakneſs and Impotence ſpringing from his 
infinite and all- perfect Nature. 

II. 
O the infinite Me- ; 
nit of the free and lo- „% 10. By the which 
ing Subjection of * r fied 
0 1 org the Offering of 
Je us my Saviour e By ly of Jeſus Ghriſt 
Waat an admirable ende for all. 
ource of Sanctifica- 
tion to us, is this Conformity of the Will 
df Jeſus to the Will of his heavenly Father! 
What can I ſay or do to make a worthy 
Ackno vledgment thereof? What Thoughts, 
were they the Thoughts of a Cherubim, can 
in the leaſt conccive the Extent of thy ſut- 
King Love, by which the Debt due to the 
divine 


— — 
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divine Juſtice was diſcharged, and th, ple: 
mighty Satis act on paid? What Words, 
what Acts of Praiſe can anſwer the Merit 
of this ineſtimable Favour ? No, no, ny 
Soul, trouble not thy ſelf to ſpeak or do mz 
ny things; only one thing ſuffices, which 
is to otter up thy ſelf in Sacrifice to Go 
by Jcſus Chriſt , as he hath ofter'd himſ{e 
to God to render you worthy to offer up 
your ſelf by him. As a Creature, thou 
ſhouldſt give the Honour of a Sacrifice tg 
thy Creator; but as a Chriſtian, thou 
thy ſelf ſhouldſt be the Sacrifice. UponſWut | 
thy Entrance by Baptiſm into the Neufort 
World, which is the Church, thou wen o o 
offer'd in Sacrifice by the Deſtruction ofMhy I 
the Old Man, which was there buried with 

ſus Chriſt* ; and afterwards thou haſt ſact In et 
tic'd thy ſelf again, but it hath been to the 
World, to the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the une 
Works of the Devil, which thou hadſt {off F 
ſolemnly renounc'd. Enter then into Con orm 
ſideration - with thy ſelf, and fince in thei th 
Front of the Book of Life, it is written 
that thou ſhalt 4» the Will of God, and this 
Vill requires thee to ſacrifice thy elf to 
him; endeavour to acquit thy ſelf honours 
bly of this neceſſary Duty. Strive to be 
come a holy and worthy Victim, in de- 
ſtroying whatever may be offenſive and di- 


tl 


* Rom. 6. & » 


pleaſing 
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pleaſing in his Sight ; and be thou a whole 
Burnt-oftering, conſuming by the Fire of 
Love every corrupt Deſire and Affection, 
hat oppoſeth his righteous Will. What a- 
bundant Grace and Fayour is it in thee, O 
my God, ſo kindly to accept this ſo poor 
nd worthleſs a Sacrifice! That thou haſt 
leſired the Body of thy Son, which thou 
didlt accept as an Odour of a ſweet Smell, is 
Matter of great Wonder ; which yet ad- 
nits of Abatement, when we conſider, that 
ou couldſt not be worthily worſhipp'd, 
hut by ſuch an Adorer, as is himſelf the 
orthy Object of our Adoration ; and that 
other Sacrifice could be found equal to 
hy Dignity, to whom it was to be offer'd; 
for which Reaſon, not being able to have 
n eternal Son capable of ſuffering, being 
od himſelf; thou wert pleaſed that in the 
ulneſs of Time, he ſhould be found in 
Faſhion as a Man, take upon him the 
orm of a Servant, and offer up himſelt up- 
the Altar of the Croſs, in Honour of 
by Being, which was wholly incapable of 
y Sufferings or Change:) But that after 
ne Acceptance of this all-pertect Sacrifice, 
ou ſhouldſt kindly accept that of my 
eart ; that thou ſhouldſt demand it, be 
eighted with it, reward it with a new 
ite of Grace here, and through the Me- 


* Phil. 2. 8. ; 
4 IS 
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rits of thy ſuffering Son, with eternal Gl, 
ry here after; is an aſtoniſhing Act of Me: 
cy too big for my Comprehenſion, ang 
mult finally be aſcrib'd to thy infinit 
Goodneſs. 

III. 


The Pricſts of the 

7 V. IT. F _ every oldLaw were away 
% frandeth daily 1" in a Readineſs to d 
uiſtring aud offeriag of- r 
tentimes the ſame Sa- r Sacrifices, and ty 


crifices, which can never repeat them on thi 


tale away Sins: * Score of their Imper 
V. I2. But this Man fection . 'Thus, m 


* f 
efter he bad offered one eſus, under thy net 
Sacrifice for Sins, for e- aw. ler me tel 
der ſat diwa at the Kight 2 1 
Hand of God: ways in a Readine 


V. 13. From bence— of Diſpoſition to {2 


forth expecting till his crifice my ſelf u 


Luc mies be made his thee; or let men; 


Fooiftool. : PR 
fe. Fen lyenegg. dien de engagt 
fering he hath perfected CONTIENS _ 
for ever them that are Ot my Soul and o 
ſauct ified. dy to thy divine Ma 
jeſty. Thou wer 

ofter'd upon Mount Calvary but once, be 


cauſe thine was a full and perfect Oblat 


on, which gave the finiſhing Stroke to tik 


Redemption of Sinners; but as all the Ob 
lations that I am able to make are mo 
imperfect, there is a Neceſſity of contim 
ally repeating them. No ſooner have ; f 

critic 
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icriic'd one irregular Deſire, but another 
arts up from the corrupt Treaſury of my 
i Heart, which mult very quickly be de- 
roy'd; or Corruption preſently ſpreads 
nd encreaſes in me, and inſtead of being 
onſecrated to God, I am become a Sa- 
ice to the wicked One. Thou haſt o- 
ercome Sin at once, by the Sacrifice of a 
eſu that had only the bare * Similitude of 
n; but I can never gain an entire Con- 
teſt over it in this Lite, becauſe a Prone- 
es to Sin is the juſt Puniſhment of the 
| Uſe the firſt Man made of his Liberty, 
which he might have continued in”a ſin- 
State; and becauſe that when 1 ſhall 
o longer live this mortal Life, and that 
hich is corruptible in me, ſhall be fwal- 
wd up in Incorruption, then only ſhall 
cceed a ſinleſs Liberty, and a grateful 
eceſſiry of Innocence as well as Happi- 
els. O eternal Prieſt! by whoſe Spirit all the 
crihces of the Faithful mult be offer'd up; 
we me the Spirit of a conſtant Oblation of 
that I am and have, that leaving nothing 
d be deſtroyed for God, I may find my 
t happily eſtabliſh'd in the New Man, in 
nich God himſelf will dwell, and purify 
tt more for the Glories of his Kingdom. 
hou haſt been already offer'd upon the 
tols, under all the Circumſtances of ex- 


* Rom. 8. I = 


treme 
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treme Pain, Reproach and Shame, th; 
Man is capable of ſuffering, (and more thy 
mere Man is able to bear) from the unite 
Rage both of Men and Devils: And mg 
< juſt it is, that after all theſe Pains and Indi 
nities thou ſhouldſt reſt eternally, and mak 
an Oblation of thy ſelf in Heaven; but 
a quite different manner from what th, 
didſt here on Earth, as it is for differen 
Ends and Purpoſes, and as thou art chan 
ged from a State of Humility to that q; 
Glory. As for me, I muſt now leamt 
imitate thee in thy Sufferings: I muſt 
upon Duty both as a Soldier and a Prie 
becauſe I have Enemies to combat wit! 


which can no otherwiſe be ſubdued thay, a 
by continual Watchfulneſs and Prayer, Mar. 
inceſſant Pains and Labour, by a ſteadyrcat 
unſhaken Reſiſtance to the End of my Dae u 
O when ſhall I behold theſe Enemies lag10i 
proſtrate at my Feet? Or rather, what, 
ſhall I ſee thy ſacred Feet trampling upofWnol; 
and cruſhing them to Pieces, as a juſt PW 
niſhment of their Preſumption in oppoſinWone 
thy righteous Aims. Alas! thou very pet 
tiently beareſt this their ſturdy OppoſitionWum! 


Methinks thou too long deferreſt the G w 
of a Triumph, in permitting them {ut 
reign over ſo many large and populo 
Nations. Thou who art Lord over 4 
art content to command amongſt the 


al 
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2100S Inſolence. 
ut, O Jeſus, in 
hole Name, and 
whoſe Strength 
oe I am enabled 
th to fight and 
umph; make me 
d will what thou 
uſt made me to 
ow, and to per- 
m alſo what I will 
d deſire, through 
thy 


d thy Empire is ſurrounded with idola- 
rous People, who pay that Honour to thy 
profeſled Enemies, which of abſolute Right 
sthine. Ought I not then; in Conformity 
o thy Example, patiently to bear the vio- 
ent Attacks of theſe my reſtleſs and impla- 
able Enemies? Have I any juſt Reaſon to 
omplain, or be ſo ſoon weary of the Fa- 
gues they give me, or think it ſtrange 
hat I cannot bring them 1nto Subjection, 
nd at one blow lay them proſtate at my 
ect? I merit their frequent Inſults and At- 
icks: I deſerve to be bound in their Fet- 
rs, and led captive at their Will: I carry 
me the Grounds and Reaſon of their Fu- 
„ and the juſt Occaſions of a perpetual 
Jar. I will hercatter then endeavour with 
cater Fatience and Courage to ſuſtain 
e worlt Effects of their Hatred, and out- 


V. 15. Wheredf the 
Hloly Ghoſt alſo is a Wit- 
neſs to us : for after that 
he had ſaid before, 

V. 16. This is the Co- 
venant that I will make 
with them after thaſe 
Days, ſaith the Lord: 
[ will put my Laws in- 
to their Hearts, and in 
their Minas will I write 
them: 

Y. 17. Aud their Sins 

. and 


9 - 1 — 2 


—— 
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and Triquities will I re- thy aſſiſting Gra 
1 46. Nw 1 Whi ch all my Adver 
Fd „ of the ry . 1 ſaries are unable 1 
there is no ore oifering reſiſt. Write % 
for Sin. Heart the Law and 

Condition both. 
the Fight and Victory, even that eu I 
thou haſt promis'd to grave upon the {cſi 
ly Tables of the Heart, as thou did{t on 
the 0/4 Ore upon Tables ot Stone. O hq 
itreſiſtably ſtrong ſhall my Hands be, 
thou ſhalt prepare them for the Battel! ( 
how fortunate will be the Event, if th 
Love ſhall lead me on to the Engagemer 
How couragious and bold my Heart, if 
nimated by thy invincible Spirit! Ho 
faithfully ſhall I obſerve all the Rules of tl 
my ſpiritual Warfare! I ſhall then be able 


Sy 
ſay with thy faithful Apoſlle, that the Are 
pons of my Warfare are act carnal, but nigen 
through God for the puling dium of We Ty 
holds * ; that I have fought a gocd Fig Med 
and nothing more remains than to recaſt - 
the Crown of Kiohteonſucſe from the Hand ut 
my righteous Ji doe. O ſweet and hapWicy 
Conflict ! O beautiful, never-fading Cost 
of Glory! O fav ourable Judge and | y 
warder of my Courage and Conduct, wh t: 
are thy own Gifts! O magnificent and g lac 
rious Place of my Triumph! O rich 10 


U T. 2 Lor. 10. 4.» g 1 2 Tun. 4+ 7. 2 
i fourid 
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quriſhing Countrey of my Conqueſt, my 
ve ory, and eternal Reſt! Enter boldly into 
« Mic Liſts, my Soul, fight conragiouſly, fight 
1 Miccfantly : Never “ faint and tire in the 


Right Hand to aſſiſt thee ; ſince the 
oon is in his Hand, ready to be ſet up- 
gen thy Head. Alas! what is this Combat, 
oo never ſo fierce and bloody, in Com- 
{Ware with the Honour of the Victory, and 
e, Je Glory of the Crown thou ſhalt be ho- 
| (Woured with ? 

f th IV. 

nen On what fide ſo- 

ier regard my own V. 19. Having there- 
FofMtions, I have juſt /e, Brethrem, Boldneſs 
FU auſe to fear, O le- to enter into the Ilalieſt 


by the Blood of Jeſus 
! * — 3 — 7 
de kt I ſhould be f. 2, B Joi 


onflict, ſince he that is thy Srrength, is at 


r erer excluded the licung way which he hath 
migWcavenly Sanctuary conſecrated for ut, through 
n bere thou art en- e eil, that is to ſay, 
% Fed by the Rupture 7 70% 


ect thy flehbly Veil. 
1nd ut when by Faith I 
tewrhce opening for 


—— — — 


V.21. Aud having an 
Hizh-Prieſt over the 
Hoxſe of God: 


this new and living Way, I boldly place 
y felt in thy Train, and entirely confide 
thy Goodneſs to conduct me to the ſame 
lace where thou takeſt thy eternal Reſt. 
d I view thee only as the Son of the li- 


- Gal. 6. 9, 


ving + 
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ving God, the Terror of thy Divinity woul 
lay hold upon me, and I ſhould not date t 
approach ſo tremendous a Majeſty. But] 
adore thee as the Sovereign Prieſt who 
God hath eſtabliſh'd both in Heaven an 
on Earth, over the Church that now 2 
umphs in Heaven, and that which is ye 
militant here on Earth; that as that enjoy 
in thee the Palms of Victory; this allo ma 
fly to thee tor Succour, in the Perils of along 
and cruel War, and ſeek to render thee pri 
pitious by the daily Sacrifice of Prayer and 
Praiſe. Tis in the Confidence of thy Prieſt 
hood, O gracious Jeſus, that I preſume tf 
approach thee ; which I cannot acceptabl 
do, but by the Affections of the Heart 
But mine is naturally corrupt, and if! 
ſeems to have any Meaſure of Purity, ye 
is it not truly pure; ſince nothing ca 
really be ſo, but what thou haſt purifi 

Give me then a 11 


. 22. Let us draw 
near with a true Heart 
zn full Aſſurance of Faith, 
having our Hearts ſprink- 
led from an evil Conſci- 
ence, and our Bodies 


. waſhed with pure Mater. 


that abhors as the moſt deadly Poiſon, ali 
Hypocriſy and Deceit; is pure and fimpit 
in its Affections, wholly diſingag'd from a 


Heart, a Heart tri 
innocent, whichmia 
really be ſuch in th er 
Sight, as it woul 
ſcem to be in tht 
Eyes of Men: 
Heart truly ſincere 


world! 


as 
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orldly Things, and cloſely adhering to 
ee as its chiefeſt Good. Thou haſt waſh'd 
clean in the Laver of Regeneration, and 
rify d it by the Word of Life; but it hath 
ice wallow'd in the Filth and Mire of 
n, and contracted much greater Unclean- 
cs than before. Caſt it then, I pray thee, 
to the other Laver of Mercy, that of a 
e and unfcign'd Repentance : And not 


y caſt it in, but hold and detain it there, 


thou ſo pleaſeſt, to the very End of my 
Nays. Immerſe at the ſame time this mi- 
able Body, which hath contracted ſo 
uch Uncleanneſs ; and if there is not Wa- 
r enough to cleanſe it, make it to paſs 
rough the fiery Trial of Pain and Sickneſs, 
at it may leave its Droſs there, and be 
ity'd tor a worthy Temple for thy Holy 
rit, O wretched perfidious Heart, that 
aſt ſo eaſily loſt thy Purity, how inſenſible 
thou of the Loſs of ſo precious a Good? 
) pollured , periſhing Body, which haſt 
en ſo ſolemnly conſecrated to God, how 


W(crving art thou of eternal Pains, in Ex- 


ange for the defiling Pleaſures to which 


u halt ſo long indulg'd 2 Thinkeſt thou, 


y Soul, that whilſt thou art in thy Pollu- 
ns, thou canſt draw nigh to a God of 


potted Purity? Holineſs is the Habita- 


u of his Scat *, and there is no reconci- 


EM Ifai. 57. 15. 


ling 


— > — — 
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ling the leaſt Spot and Blemiſh of Sin, witli 
his exact and rigorous Purity. But let of) 


this deter thee int 


V. 23. Let ns hold Work of Purificaty 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Enter upon this 10 


Tauith without waverin 
(for he is faithful ihe Work with a ſtr 
promiſed.) and I:vely Faith, a 

turn not either tot 
right or leſt from this ſalutary Way; at ti 
End of which, thou, by the Eye of Fait 
wilt behold him that invites thee to wa 
therein, with the Crown of Glory in 
Hand, as a ſure Pledge of the Truth x 
Veracity of his Promiſes. For what d 
obſtruct and hinder their Completion ink 
appointed Time ? He is all-powertul a 
irreſiſtible. Hath he been precipitate an 
raſh in making them? He does all Thing 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure . Ha 
he repented of them? His Gifts and Gra 
are without Repentance f. Have we rende 
our ſelves unworthy of them ? He has ma 
ample Amends for our Unworthineſs. B 
niſh then, O my Soul, all Grounds of D. 
truſt in theſe gracious Promiſes. Spe 
chearfully, ſpeak loudly and boldly ot t 
Hopes; make them the {weet and conſta 
Entertainment of thy Thoughts: The 
place all thy Joy, thy Comfort and Repo 
There ſeck Strength under all thy Pa 


r ET 


* Wiſcl. 11. 20. 


1 Rom. 11. 29. 


N 


41 
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d Sorrows, under all the rude attacks of 
malignant Enemies. And let Charity, 
he Siſter Grace, go Hand and Hand with 
1h and Love. Love them who are uni- 
d to you in the Bonds of the ſame Faith, 
d in the Hope of the ſame bleſſed Inhe- 
tance O divine Object of this Faith 
d Hope, tis by thy Grace alone that we 
firmly united both to thee, and to one 
pother | As by thy infinite Love we are 
ſtitured ene Bedy, whereoi thou art the 
ad; ſo thou doſt kindly adminiſter to 
is Body that vital Charity, without which 
our Joiats and Bands would ſoon be bro- 


it (1 
in Ha, or render'd too weak to ſuſtain the 
ul anfceble Maſs. It is 
e M Duty to excite 9. 24. And let us con- 
"ind ſtimulate each der one another to pre- 
Huber by 2 laudable woke unto Love, and to 
Gra rulation, to Works good Works : | 

a * V. 25. Not forſaking 
nde Charity But tis the aſſembling of our 


du that muſt root ſelves together, as the 
0 ground in usthis m1azx2r of ſome is; 
cy Grace, that no 
Weeds of Envy, Jealouſy, and Suſpi- 
mn may ſpring up and choke it. Tis 
arity that is the Life and Soul of all our 
cions, ard *tis by thy ſpecial Grace that 
are quickned by this vital Principle. 
us is the Source of all our Comfort; by 
we comfort and ſupport each other, 
and 
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and thou · only art the perfect Maſter of j 
in whoſe School alone we can learn it! 
its Purity and Perfection. O immenſe Ly 
of my deareſt Saviour, with thee I 
fear nothing; with thee every thing is e 
ſy and agreeable to me! I ſee many Cal 
mities ready to fall upon my Head, þ 
thou wilt either divert them, or give n 
Courage enough to bear them with Plez 
ſure. And yet after all, of what ſhort Co 
tinuance are the greateſt Evils that I x 
capable of ſuffering? Their Meaſure ( 
Duration can extend no farther than t 
ſcanty Meaſure of my Life ; and what 
my Life? The very Shadow of a Dre: 
the * Illuſion of a Night, a Spider's Wel 
a ſudden Puff of Wind, a tranſient + V. 
pour: And as this fleeting Shadow paſſe 
away, I behold by Faith the Day of EWati 
nity drawing on. 4 

—— but * exhorting this deceitful Ph 
{ 9 tome flies, I ſee t 
der, au 0 cc 4 | 

24,24 Bee ve ſee the Day Subſtance of celelt 
approaching. Goods making ] 
Approach. A 

this Web, this ſlender Thread, which, t 


ſoon broken, is oft ſpun out to ſuch - 
— — — — — um, 


* 3]. 90. 5. T Jamcs 4. 14. real 

90 II. rn, comforting, Thus ut 15 YO 4920 lun 

I. 4. and Clap, 7. F. in our Engli Ver hon. And jo tt ts ally 
readerd in the Latin: Scd conſolantes & tanto mags © 
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length of Pain and Grief; I ſee an immar- - 
ceſſble Diadem of Felicity. After this 
hort-liv'd Blaſt, this tranſient Vapour is 
blown over; I ſee a ſubſtantial Glory, in- 
zpable of the leaſt Alteration and Decay. 
And ſhould we not comfort our ſelves fo 
much the more, as this Day that knows no 
Night of Sorrow ; this eternal Day of in- 
Wexprehble Delight and Joy is not very far 
remoy'd ? O (ſweet, refreſning Conſolation 
othoſe that are able to lay hold upon thee! 
O laſt, and endleſs Day, how welcome art 
thou to thoſe who love not the Night and 
and Darkneſs of this World, who are true 
Children of the Light and of the Day, and not 
Night and of Darkneſs *, 
V. 


As much Conſo- 
tion and Joy as this V. 26. For if we /iz 
right, eternal Day wilfully after that we 


. 7 y JP / I — 
ves to thoſe that have received the Ku0w 
1 ledge of the Truth, there 

IBNt, remaineth no more Ja- 
0 much of Fear crifice for Sinus; 


| Th Diſcomfort V. 27. But a certain 

ould it give to fearful lnking for of 

boſe, who after the Judgment, 

lumination of Bap- 

im, by an Infidelity more malicious than 

Nea, renounce the received Light, and 
lunge themſelves in the Night and Dark- 


* 1Thell, 5. 5. 


N 2 neſs 
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neſs of Sm and Folly. Alas, with why 
black Aggravations 1s their Sin inhanced, 
who by a wiltul Revolt have left th 
Truth tor a Lye, Eternity for Time, the 
Creator for the Creature > They, in Ex. 
cuſe, can lay nothing to their Maker; 
Charge, who, as abſolutely Good and 
Holy, tempteth no Man to Evil, nor can 
be temptcd of any. They cannot accuk 
their Stars, which are ſo far trom ſhedding 
any malign Influences, or impoſing any Ne 
ceſſity ot doing ill, by their various Aſpects 
that they teach them to ſet forth the 
t Praiſes of God their Maker. They can 
not condemn the Scrvitude of their Wil 
which, in doing ill, hath done nothing but 
by its own Conſent. They cannot whol) 
accuſe their + Adverſary, the Devil, who 
ti.o* he might roar, yet was not able to d& 
vour ,; had they not caſt themſelves inte 
the Jaws of that enraged Lion. So tha 
their ſhametul Revolt is of themſelves, b 
giving in to the Corruptions of the Flck 
and Spirit, which, by the Grace of God 
they were enabled to reſiſt. And what 
have we not Cauſz to fear, O God, fro 
thy Purity and Juſtice, which have bee 
ſo grievouſly oftended, ſo audacioully in 
jur'd and provok'd 2 Shouldſt thou de: 


_— — — _ 


* Jan es 1. 3. T P. 75. 3, 


$ james 4-7, TT 1 Pet. 5. 
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cel eich eus as we. deſerve, we ſhould not be 
thelbie to land under the Power of our Fears; 
theMWbic as thy Mercy ſteps favourably in, to 
E. rreſt the juſt Decree, and change it into 
Ads of Grace and Pardon; our Fears are 
now ſwallow'd up in the comfortable Ex- 
pectations of thy future Favour. And yet 
expect not the Abolition and Purification 
{my Sins, without firſt entring on the La- 
bours of Repentance ; ſince Juſtice it ſelf 
emands, that ſuch as have prodigally 
aſted ſo precious a Good as Baptiſmal In- 
ocence, ſhould not recover it with the ſame 


WilWacility with which they loit it. It is very 
buht, that Sinners, in the Difficulty of a Par- 


on, ſhould behold the Enormity of their 
rimes: It is but juſt, that they ſhould 
) de hreep, and ſigh, and groan, before they 
ing rr heard ; ſhould ask before they have, ſceſ 
thaFWctore hey find, and kzoik beiore the D. or 
„ by: en, + Otherwiſe they might be apt to 
Hort in their Pertidiouſneſs, in Proſpe& of 
GodWn caſy Return to the divine Favour. I 
ecly ſubmit, O righteous Lord, to this 
neceſſary Condition of my Peace, which is 
u ſweet and refreſhing to my Heart, as it 
$rigorous and offenſive to my Senſes. A- 
5! tis my rebellions Senſes that have 
rought me under the Neceſſity of this 
„a: And 'tis highly reaſonable, that the 
witW'iincipal Inſtruments in the Sin, ſhould 
K 3 have 


ELEVATIONS TO Ch. n. 
have their due Share in the Puniſhment 
Tis an illuſtrious Act of Mercy, O divin 
Prieſt, not to bar me the Means of rety 
ning to thoſe Goods, which I have ſca 
ter'd as a thoughtleſs Prodigal. Thou, wh, 
haſt purified me once in the ſacred Wate 
of Baptiſm, art too kind to a wretched ln 
grate, who hath inſolently abus'd the & 
crifice of thy Blood. It is very neceſlar 
that in my turn, I ſhould my ſelf become: 
Sacrifice; a Sacrifice ofter'd to thee ; but 
wounded, flain, cut in pieces, burnt aro 
conſumed, in the Fire of a continual Son 
row. O how loft, how tolerable this Fir:Mhit 
in Compariſon of thoſe eternal Flame: 
wnich in Hell ſhall devour the Profaners 0 
their holy B2ptiſm, and the bold Infringen 
of that ſacred Covenant! Wouldſt tho 
know, O my Soul 
nu * ficry Indig= how to avoid the 
nation, wh:ch hall de- Violence of this de 
vour the Adverſaries. vouring Fire, whic 
yet conſumes nd 
thoſe on whom it inceſſantly preys: Tho 
muſt imitate it in its Work and Office 
which is to torment the Enemies of God 
Thou muſt imitate it alſo in its JealoulWh, 
and Rage, which ſo torments them, 281 
it reſented the Injuries done to him, b 
whom it ſubſiſts, and whoſe Vengeance i 
OM Iluzg; CA Dr, Zeal of Fire, Ignis æmulatio. 
executes 
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gecutes. Thys do thou torment thy ſelf 
1 the Fire of a godly Sorrow as laſting as 
iy Life. Deltroy in thee whatever offends 
he Eyes of thy Father, and of thy Judge. 
No not ſo lightly pardon ſuch groſs and 
normous Offences. Complain not of the 
mart and Pain of ſo ſalutary a Flame. Act 
icoroully againſt thy felt, for thy Maſter's 
ne, whom thou halt ſo perfid iouſly aban- 
jon'd. In ſhort, avenge his Honour, injur'd 
1thy Uſage of forbidden Pleaſures, by re- 
Wouncing thoſe that are the moſt innocent 
So ad lawtu!. Fear not by the ſevereſt Mor- 
cation to interrupt the Health and Sound- 
es of a Body, which by its Strength and 
igor reſiſts more powerfully the Law of 
by Mind, Be not afraid of weakning an 
Enemy too much, who makes no other 
ſe of his Strength than to engage thee in 
ZW perpetual War. The more the Old Man 
hall be weakned in thee, the more ſhall the 

ew Man be confirm'd and ſtrengthned; 
he greater Severity thou exerciſeſt upon it, 

he more kindly thou ſhalt deal by thy ſelf. 

) holy Jealouſy of ſincere Repentancec, 

Whoſe Foundation is Love, thou art /tronger 

lou an Death *, ſince with a few Tears thou 

vencheſt eternal Flames! O Jcalouſy, ho- 

y Daughter of Love that ſprings from a 

W'uly contrite Heart, make me to feel thy 


8 Cant. 8. 6. 


K 4 ſharpeſt 


— 
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ſharpeſt Stings, thy ſcvereſt Pains, the u 
moſt that thy Violence can do! As much; 
thou offendeſt human Love, ſo much the mg 
acceptable thou art to Love divine. As mud 


as that diſcovers of Weakneſs in Man, i" 
much colt thou maniteſt of real Courag 4 
As much as the Fears cf that are full ic 
Trouble, ſo much are thine of Sweetnel 4 
As the Suſpicions of that are whimſical a” 
groundleſs, thive are juſt and reaſonab- 1 


As that is furious and wild, thou art qui 
and ſerene. O divine Jealouſy, which a 
fo pleaſing to the well-beloved, and fo be 


neficial to the Lover; let me love thee, k f 
me paſſionately deſire thee ! Pour it in: 
my Heart, O Jeſus, my God, ard my Low,” 
Caſt this devouring Fire upon the Tho. 
and Briars of my Heart; caſt it into th 1 
Thicket of my inflammable Luſts and Paſ 4 


ons, that it may quickly kindle them; th 


it may entirely conſume them. 
VI. 


V. 28. He that deſpi- 
fed NMoſes's Law, died 


withozrt Mercy under 


Say not, O unte 
penting Sinner, tha 
God will not be ex 


?wo or three I itneſſes; 

V. 29. Of how much 
ſarer Funiſoment, ſup- 
prſe ve Hall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trod- 
den under Foot the Son 
of Gud, and bath corn- 


ted 


treme to mark th 
Iniquities ; that ti 
Effects of his Wrat 
will not come up t 
the Terror of hi 


Menaces ; and tha 
thi 
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y natural Weak- 7ed the _— of — E 6 
eſs will procure an = * 
dy Pardon for thy ji g, a lab le 
mes. It is true, 7,5,.},",, ebe Spirit of 
God is thy St Coane! 

our; the Earth is | 

led with his Goodneſs, and his tender 
fercies are over all his Works. But doſt 
hou not conſider, that Juſtice and Judg- 
ent are the unſhaken Pillars of his Throne? 
hat ! Shall the Tranſgreſſions committed 
nder the old Law, on the Depoſition of 
ro or three Witneſſes, be avenged with 
e Death of the Tranſgreſſor, without the 
ift Hopes of Pardon; and doſt thou 
nk to violate the Evangelick Law with 
lopes of Impunity ? Is it a light thing with 

ce to have trampled under Foot the Son 

God, whom all the Angels adore, at 

hoſe Feet the Elders caſt their golden 

Crowns with the profoundeſt Reverence ? 

joft thou flatter thy ſelf with vain Hopes 
obtaining an eaſy Pardon, for profaning 

e Blood of the new Covenant? Poſt thou 

dx upon the Contempt otfer'd to the Spi- 

f Grace, as a mean and trivial Offence 2? 


aſt thou not read Ne 30 R a8 Bow 
ole Words of ſa- him that ſaid, Venge- 
ed Writ: Vengeance ance beliyageth unto me, 
rug ung / unto me, I I will recompence, ſaith 
that * Revcl. 4. I”, 


will K 5 the 


— 4 
2 
FFP — 2 


dreadful a thing to fall into the Hands 
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the Lord! and again, ill recom ; (a 
The Lord will FD his re Lord: 9 
People. The Lord ſhall Jud 
his People *. Conſider a little, what dread 
ful Effects the inflamed Vengeance but of 
Man would bring upon thee, were hi 
Power but equal to the Heat and Violend 
of his Paſſion. What would he not do 1 
make thee feel. the Weight of his avengin 
Hand? Would he not. deſpoil thee of: 
thy Subſtance, of all the Comforts of th 
Lite, yea of Life it ſelf? And if it is 


an implacable Enemy, with how much gre: 
ter Reaſon ſhould| 


V. Zr. 1t is a fearful thou dread fallin 
thing to fall into the 


Haut of the livs into thoſe of the 1 
ras of the living God vine Ged, wining 


a loving Father. thon haſt made an ave 
ging Enemy ? *Tis not a blind Paſſion « 
Revenge that tranſports his Wrath : H 
only follows the ſteady Movements of hi 
Juſtice, and, all his judicial Acts are af 
calm and ſerene in the forming, as the 
are full of Fury in the Execution. Tis nc 
any of the ſlight and tranſient Goods q 
this World, a brittle Honour, a weak, pro 
carious Authority, an empty, deluſive Plc 
fure, a frail and periſhing Life that his A 
ger takes away: They are the ineſtimab 


* Deut. 32. 25. 
Good 


— — 
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oods of Grace, of true Honour and 
wer, of the Royal Inheritance of Hea- 
en, of endleſs, ineffable Joys that he will 
eprive thee of, and eternally deprive thee. 
othing in Heaven or Earth is able to reſiſt 
is Almighty Power. All the Creatures 
Wh the World ſhall be the Weapons of his Iu- 
jeration *, and riſe up with united Force 
0 puniſh the ill Uſe thou haſt made of the 
luthority given thee over the Works of his 
nds. He is not a feeble Enemy that 
kes in vain : His Strokes are heavy, and 
Force ſufficient to bruiſe the Heads of 
he moſt mighty upon Earth, whom no o- 
her Power is able to ſubdue. He is not 
n Enemy on whoſe Death thou mayſt re- 
for an Exemption from his powerful 
tath. He is a Juſt, Almighty, Everliving 
udge, and will never be appeaſed, till he 
2s thundred- ont the laſt Decree, that ſhall 
ntence thee to the Regions of eternal 
orrows. O Death, thou art not the laſt 
rat Evil to be dreaded! They are the 
ands of the Living God, who, ' becauſe. he 
eth for ever, can puniſh for ever, O Al. 
Mt) Hands'arm'd with deadly + Arrows, 
0 pierce through the Heart of the Wicked; 
fear not the longeſt Hands of the molt 


ith thine! O Powerful Hands, what Goods 
* Wild. 5. 11. pf 7. 13. 


K 6 h neſs 


iehty Monarch upon Earth in Compare 
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neſs have you manifeſted in * forming ugg 
Clay! What Wrath will you not pour 0 
us for defacing thy lovely Work! 0 « 
Gracious Hands of a loving Father, becom 
thoſe of an angry, incenſed judge; yy 
will not be ſuch as are repreſented as Gul 
Rings by your Spouſe, ſet with the Ben 
and dropping with ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe +: Ve 
will be harfh and filPd with Fire to pourg 
the Heads of your perfidious Children! 
Awvenging Hands, at which we would ng 
take the bitter Myrrhe of Repentance, 30 
will diftil upon our Heads the burnin 
+ Sulphur that ſhall eternally torment ui 
Q-Refiſtleſs Hands, once bound and faſtne 
with the Cords of Love, you ſhall be u 
ty'd and looſen'd at the preſſing Demands q 
Juſtice ! O once Charitable Hands, that hai 
ſo often kept us from falling, and be 
found under us to preſerve us from bein 
bruis'd and hurt; you will hurl. us dow 
headlong to the jf bottomleſs Pit of Hel 
What haſt thou then, O ſinful Man, 
fear, in this World, but falling into the 
dreadful, avenging Hands? What haſt tho 
to do, but to return to him, who all th 
Day long j“ ſtretches out his Hands, an 
fets them wide open to fill thee with th 
Eulneſs of his Bleſſings? O let us time 


— A. 
— — 


Job 10. 2. + Cant. 5. 5, and 14. f Pfal. 11.6 
FF Kcv. 20. 15, T* Iſai. 65. 2. 
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En” 


caſt our ſelves into the Hands of a Loving 
her, that we may not fall into thoſe of 


h. 10 


3 u 0 
ur UN 


On 4A-powerful Avenger : Let us ſuffer our 
econWM{!ves to be tied to thoſe Precious Hands, 
; yolWyrhich were pierced with Nails on the 


5 Gul 
Ber) 
. Yo 
Our 0 
en | ( 
d no 
„ JC 
Urin 


bameful Croſs, that we may be loſen'd 
om the Chains of cternal Darkneſs : Ler 
5 bear the Law of our Legiſlator written 
n the Palms of our Hands, that we may 
un the everlaſting Shame and Horrors of 
in. Corrupt Nature dreads the falling in- 
the Hands of a crucify'd Jcſus, as fear- 
ng to be crucify d with him; but there is 


t u Neceſſity of chooſing either this ſlight and 
altneFcmporary. Croſs, or the eternal Croſs of 
de uneprobates and Unbelievers. O how ſweet 
nds q it to fall into theſe Amorous Hands, which 


t hay 
be 
bein 
dow 
Hell 
n, | 
the 
t tho 
ul th 
S, M 
th th 


timel 


ut us only to a ſhort-liv'd Pain, that we 
ay be curd of our deadly Maladies : 
hich cut and wound for no other end, than 
hat the Corruption of Sin may be let our, 
nd its filthy Sores be heal'd : which take 
way none but vitiated Blood from our 
eins, that feeds and nouriſhes the Diſcaſe: 
hich lay heavy Strokes upon our Loins, 
ut *tis to free us from the inſupportable 
oke of Luſt and Paſſion ! Let the wicked 
nd unholy, that are declared Enemies to the 
roſs of Chriſt, dread falling into theſe Gra- 
Hands; but let the Children of Jeſus 
al there their. greateſt Pleaſure and De- 
* light; 


„ Il; - 
L. 


0 


— teen 
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light; there let them eſtabliſh their Qui 
and Repoſe ; there let them place their |; 


VII. 


Felicity. 


V. 32. But call to 
Remembrance the for- 
mer Days, in which af- 
ter je were illuminated, 
enadured a great Fight 
oj Afidtions : 

V. 32. Partly whilit 

e Wers made a gazing 
Sich both by Reproaches 
aud Affiftions : and 
partly whilſt ye became 
Companions of them that 
were ſo uſed. 

V. 34. For ye had 


Compaſſion of me in may 


Bondi, aud tuok joyfully 
zhe ſporting of your Goods, 


made ſo great a Figure, ſoon became dt 
ſpicably trivial and mean. Contempt t 
them was preferable to Honour and R 
ſpect, Poverty to Riches, Baniſhment 
the Poſſeſſion of a native Countrey, an 
Pain to Pleaſure: Injuries were far mo 
welcome than Praiſes, Perſecutions thi 
the fondeſt Careſſes, and Death than L 
it ſelf. Thoſe Evils which once fo rudd 
ſhock'd them at-the bare APP 

t 


If the Strokes « 
theſe avengin 
Hands caſt ſuc 
Terrors on th 
Mind, reflect a whi 
on the Support the 
yielded to the fi 
Believers of the Ge 
ſpel. No ſoong 
were they enligh 
ned at the Sac 
ment of Baptiſm, b 
their Notions an 
Apprehenſions 
Things were ecntial 
ly chang'd : Tho! 
Things that ons 


RT 
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heir mercileſs Tormentors, than 


o curſed, they return'd a Rleſſin 
ccus d of the moſt falſe and { 


my 


eir coming, did not move them in the 
aſt on their Arrival. They had always 
yore Courage to ſuſtain the Cruelties of 


theſe had 


Lage and Fury to torment them. Be- 


g; being 
lagitious 


times, they eſteem'd it Weakneſs to vin- 


whilWicate their Innocence. When they were 
t the ereſted of their Honours, they made a 
e fu earful Oblation of them to God the Do- 
e Cor; when their Bodies were mangled with 


{00nd 
aligh 
Sac; 
m, b 
3 Al 


rength and Courage? From thy 


le. They were not 
e leaſt concern'd 
the Loſs of their 
orldly Subſtance, 
ing under the 


knowing 
ſelves, that 


1pt t 
d Re 


-nt 


, unheard-of Torments, they bore them 
ith ſurpriſing Delight and Joy. And from 
hence proceeded this preternatural 


gracious 


ds, O faithful, and loving Jeſus, who 
inſt change the frail Reeds of the Deſert 
to the firm, unſhaken Pillars of the Tem- 


11 your 


ye hade in 
Heaven a better and an 


enduring Subſtance. 


ong Convictions of Faith, that in Return 


„ an their temporal Loſs, they ſhould obtain 


mo 
3 thi 
n L 


rude 


las! in what more ſmooth and 


Inheritance of eternal Goods, -which no 
orce or Malice could deprive them of. 


pleaſant 


ay doſt thou bring us, to the bleſs'd In- 


on * Rev. 3. 12. 


the! heritance 


— — 
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heritance above? What an eaſy, pleaſt 
Service art thou contented with ? T 
doſt not put us to the Teſt of loſing o 
Honours, Eſtates or Lives for the Profeg 
on of thy Goſpel ; Thou retain'ſt us in th 
free and undiſturb'd Enjoyment of all the 
temporal Goods; and yet, upon theſe kin 
and eaſy Terms, we are faithleſs and gil 
bedient; thy light and * eaſy Yoke is t 
heavy for our Shoulders that are ſo delicat 
and nice. Thou art very well ſatisfy'd, 
in the Uſe of the good Things thou tree! 
giw'ſt us, we are not tranſported with: 
eager Love and Affection for. them. An 
tho' nothing is more juſt and caſy, yet v 
cannot heartily reſolve to diſengage 0: 
Affections from theſe fading Goods, whi 
are ſo unworthy of our Hearts; to mai 
way for thoſe laſting, ſubſtantial ones, thu 
can fill the largeſt Deſires of our Souls. L 
us then ſtedfaſily n 

V. 35. Caſt not _ ſolve to leave thi 


therefore your Confi- State of Darkne 
dence, which hath great and Error „ 


Recompence of Reward. , 
V. 36. For ye have ham d and * 
need of Patience : that founded at Our Chl 


aſter ye have dune the duh Weakneſs; ent 
Will of God 3 ye might by 4 generous (Co 
receide the Promiſe. fidence, arm 0. 
ſelves againſt all ti 


— —ñ—jẽ— 


* Matt. 11. 30. 
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\ficultics that ſtand in the way of our 
Jury towards God. It the Burthen of the 
vice is great, let us reflect on the Au- 
oriry of the Impoſer, and the exceeding 
reatneſs of his Rewards. Let us no lon- 
er latter and delude our ſelves with falſe 
lopes: There is a Neceſſity of ſuffering pa- 
ently in this Life, 7 . 
2 . „99 7141 

N Bo = wy while. and þ this fall 

3 come, will come, and 
xt. This is the will not tarry. 


ill of God, to 

hich a ſtrict Obedience is due, and he 
th ſweetned it by an inviolable Aſſurance, 
at he will ſhortly give us a happy Releaſe 
Im all our Sorrows. Let us with Pati- 
ce wait à little, and the juſt and righte- 
s Judge will come with Crowns and Scep- 
sin his Hand, which he will give us for 
ample Recompzzce of all our Labours. 
my Saviour, theſe important Truths 
ongly convince my Underitanding, but 
have little Effect upon my Will. What 
Light in that is not Heat in this; and 1 
ant the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace to break 
Chains of Concupiſcence that bind me 
the World, that ſo my Performances 
gy equal my Degrees of Knowledge. *Tis 
Grace alone that confirms my Hope 
future Goods, and ſtrengthens my Pa- 
ace under preſent Evils. *Tis that 2 

mu 


py 
— — — —— ——— 


—— 
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muſt enable me to bear the Loſs of t 
Things that I love, and teach me alſot 
right manner of uſing them. I am unall 
ſo much as to bear the ſtrongeſt Pleaſurg 
for any conſiderable time, without diſrel 
and diſguſt ; and how then ſhould I be 
the extremeſt Evils? Extremeſt, do I f 
Even the moſt light and moderate Affi 
ons are a Terror to me, and betray met 
a ſhameful Degree of Impatience. Tea 
me then, O bleſſed Maſter, and att 
ſame time make me to practiſe the Lefi 
which *tis thy Pleaſure I ſhould both le 
and practiſe. Come, O ſeſus, come it 
my Heart with the ineffable Sweetnes 
thy Holy Spirit, to give it a joyful Foretal 
of its Salvation: Make no Delay, for ni 
Heart is ready to fink, and one Mome 
of Delay may prove its eternal Ruin. 


VIIL. 
*Tis thy Will a 
4 He oy Fass, Juſt Pleaſure „ O | 
that the Jult ſho 


live by Faith. O equitable Will! O me 
ſweet and agreeable Life! The firſt M. 

liv'd but a few * Days the Life of Riga 
ouſneſs, and ſince his unhappy Fall, 
Children have all lived the Lite of Conc 
piſcence. This Life in truth is little ot 
than Death, ſince it hath brought forth" 


* Hab, p 4+ , 
thy 
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ing but deprav d and vicious Actions, the 
wit and Iflue whereof is * Death. Hu- 
n Wiſdom hath labour'd hard to per- 
ade us, that ſhe could raiſe us to the Ho- 
ur of a rational, well- govern'd Life, if 
e would hearken to her wiſe Inſtructions: 
t as all her Precepts are ſerv'd up with 
Air of Vanity and Self- aſſurance, they 
e their Virtue, and prove a deſtructive 
ſon in the end. The Law of Moſes was 
t the Miniſtration of Death f. Its Obſer- 
is ſeem to have had little elſe in view 
n the Rewards of a temporal Life, the 
neth and Felicity whereof was their 
ncipal Motive of Obedience ; neither 
Did they be juſtified by the Works of a 
a, which denounc'd a Curſe upon all, 
t paid not an abſolute, unerring Obe- 
ence to its Precepts. It was therefore 
ceſſary that the Juſt ſhould live by Faith, 
winch alone they could be juſtified, e- 
nas .{braham the + Father of thoſe who 
re under the Moſaick Law, was the firſt 
t was juſtified thereby. Thou art the 
Withor of this Faith, O Jeſus, and to this 
d didſt vouchſafe to live the Life of A- 
m, and to ſacrifice thy Life to God up- 
the Croſs, that thou mighr'{t be begot- 
by the Reſurrection to a new Life, 
uch is the Principle and Foundation of 
ROM, 6. 23. T 2 Cor. 3. 7. t Rom. 4. 22+ 
Ours. 
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ours. Faith commences this new and! 
ly Life upon Earth, and Glory accony 
ſhes it in Heaven, where Faith ſhall dif; 
pear, and give place to * Charity, with 
which our Faith is a mere Phantome 2 
liteleſs Trunk. Search and try thy f 
then, O my Soul: Enter into thy cloſ 
Receſſes, and ſce whether thou art p 
ſeſsꝰd of this quickning Life of Faith. N 
tion is the ordinary Sign and Token of Li 
Enquire then, after what Manner, to . 
End and Purpoſe, and by what, thy Pa 
ons are moved. Is it not too true th 
Sclt-love is the chief Spring of all u 
Thoughts and Affections? This thouca 
not deny but by an Inſolence equal to i 
Diſobedience, and doſt thou fooliſhly n 
ſtake Seit-love for Faith? Thy Dcfire is 
live to thy ſelf, but Faith obliges thee 
renounce thy Selt-regards, and whater 
elſe is pleaſing to thee : It commands ti 
to go out of thy | Countrey, from thy 
mily, thy Kindred, and thy own Jud 
ment, for to be a worthy Favourite of 
Prince and Saviour. Thou art affected wi 
preſent and ſenſible Things only; but Fat 
gives it in Charge, to regard thoſe i 
that are inviſible and future. Thou d 
not then live this Lite of Faith, and th 
art thou dead, even whilſt thou liveſt. Th 


* 1 CO. 13 8, 10. T Gen. 12. bo 
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ſeparated from this living ſalutary Root; 


and bir canſt thou expect to be other than a 
compiles Trunk? Thou withdraweſt from the 
dia bedience due to 
vithaß Sovercign ; and but if any Man 
ne ar canſt thou think arow bach, wy Sorel fha!l 
hy be agreeable to have no Pleaſare in him. 
clo. unhappy with- V. 29: Bar 7 e 
rt palin from the Life RE 3 
tre back unto Perdition; but 


ſeſus, ſuſticientiy of them that believe unto 
ſcrable in this, that gh * ſaving of the Soul. 


0 Wu art thy own Pu- 

y Palmcnt, and needeſt not the Infliction of 
4 g Sorrows from another Hand! O let 
all t 


never be ſo unhappy as to ſhare in thy 
ſeries! Let me conſent rather to draw »# 


n the Delights of Senſe, from Eaſe and 
bly W:fre, from all worldly Hopes and Ex- 
» W-ations, than from this living Faith, 

ee 


nich ro me ſhould be Hope, and Reſt, 
(Pleaſure, and all Things. Let me be 
ue Child of this Faith, and render to it 
o a beloved Mother, a molt perfect and 
eriul Obedience: Let me never neglect 
(alutary Diſcipline, which will adorn 
Head with ſo precious a Crown, and 


> ich by ſaving my Soul, doth in a manner 
ie age it to me again; ſince without Faith, 
r n dittive of good Works, it is irrecove- 


ly 
IVV ! 
000 'olt. 


1 8 


3 CE _ 
1. 


» 5 * 
Ul; F:Can 0: N , IN ac quintio 50 
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thy viſible Works; ſince thou haſt ho- 
ur d me with the Light of Faith, which 
covers to me the wondrous Secrets of 
e inviſible World, to which my Thoughts, 
ms, and Deſires ſhould be more eſpeci- 
directed. Tis 


e, thou diſcovereſt V. I. Now Faith is 


em in ſuch a man- . of Things 


r, that their chiet- 

Glory lies yet conceal'd; that neither 
y Senſes can diſcern, nor my Mind con- 
ire that which gives a Law to my Sen- 
s, and captivates my Mind to the Obe- 
tence of Faith. I behold indeed a faint 
eam of Light that ſhews the comin 
ay, which hath yet more of Darknel: 
jan of Light: It relieves me ſomewhat 
mm the Blackneſs and Terror of the 
ght, but reſtores me not to the Light 
d Comforts of the Day. It lifts up one 
d of the Veil that conceals the Beauty 
at it makes me to love: and this it does, 
dt ſo much to ſatisfy my Deſire, as to irri- 
te and ſtir it after a godly Manner, and 
give me a hearty Diſreliſh and Diſguſt 
all other fading Beauties. O ſacred 


ien of the full reſplendent Day of the 
aenly Glory! Thou art a thouſand 


nes more bright and glorious than the 
l and perfect Day of all human Science! 
bright and beauteous Veil, chat ſcreens 

| that 


% 


— 
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that adorable Face which the Angels cu 
not be ſatisficd with beholding, I pre 
thee to the moſt clear and open Views ( 
all the Wonders of this lower World, b. 
vided I have thee for a fit Covering to n 
Eyes, it matters not, it Nature has one 
my Mind, through which it cannot pier 
O Faith, which art the ſtaple Foundati 
of all my Hopes, with thee I find my þ 
unſhaken by the molt furious Attacks oft 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, that wit 
united Force and Skill conſpire my Ruin 
All other earthly Things are in perpet 
Motion, and continually verging to ( 
raption ; but thou art a ſolid, incorrupt 
ble Subſtance, wholly diſengag'd fromt 
Law of Viciſſitude, to which all hum 
Things are expos'd, and in ſome mealuh 
partaking of that immutable Principle trol 


whence thou floweſt. I find that in Ord igt 
to Conviction, and an entire Acquieſcenqoath 
in the Truth of many Things, my MinWtur 
demands the undeniable Certainty of a oru 
| monſtration : Mn t 

2 the Evicence of thou, O precioey; 
. Faith, demande Fai 

V. 2. Fir by it the a 

Elders obtained a good 7 * in " and 
Report. Proofs, and yet d. { 
fordeſt ſuch uWhat 

doubted Evidence, as gives full Convictqhuder 
to the Mind of Man, and cloſely binds tt vat 


U 
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by pleaſing Truths. Thou propoſeſt 
Chings that come not under the View and 
zperience of Senſe, that run counter to 
: Sentiments of the worldly Wiſe, to the 
ommon Maxims of Philoſophy, and the 
dinary Inclinations of corrupted Nature. 
Ind yet by thy gentle, perſuaſive Influence, 
2 Underſtanding makes an entire Surren- 
er of it ſelf, reſts in unſeen, unexperienc'd 
hings, bids a Farewel to its old beloved 
Jpinions, laughs at the infallible Axioms 
the Philoſophers, and expoſeth for ridi- 
bus Fables, their moſt Celebrated and 
erered Truths. Yes, O Jeſus, the wor- 
Author and Object of my Faith, the 
ther the Glories of thy Kingdom are re- 
jov'd from Senſe, the firmcr Credit will I 
ve them. Thou haſt render'd thy ſelf vi- 
ble here on Earth, to teach us to love and 
eight in Things inviſible. Thou wert 
enWath'd in the Truth and Reality of our 
ature, to deliver us from its Errors and 
orruptions. Thou ſeekeſt to wean us 
Won the Love of Things, that are good in 
ew and Appearance only, by the Power 
Faith, and by the Love of Things real- 
and intrinſically good, tho* not accoun- 
L ſuch by weak and carnal Minds. O 
at pregnant Teſtimonies of Love and 
der Concern haſt thou ſhewn for my 
1 vation, by this wiſe and holy Conduct! 

L With 
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With what profound Acknowledgmen 
ſhould I be touch'd for this ineſtimable f. 
vour | What is all that thou haſt given me; 
Compare with this invaluable Gitt of Fai 
O heavenly Gitt, the Source and Spring 
all other Gifts! Moſt precious Gift, wir 
out which all our natural Gifts and Powe 
are dangerous and uſeleſs! Thou art abo 
all my Thoughts, above my higheſt 4 
knowledgments : Were I poſſeſs'd of: 
Thoughts large enough to conceive the 
or Words full enough to expreſs thee, ( 
Actions worthy enough to acknowled 
thee; yet 'tis of thee that I ſhould ho 
them all; thine they are, and I am for 
ver unable to acquit my Obligation to the 
ſince I can no otherwiſe repay thee, th 
in thy own Gifts. Being utterly diſabk 
from diſcharging this Debt, I frankly on... 
it, I rejoice and glory in it, and defirc 

the whole Courſe * my Life to expre 
the gratcful Senſe that I have of 
Favours. 

I. 


V. 3. Through Faith O divine Fat, 
we underſtand that the my heavenly Inſt 
Worlds were framed by Gor, and my 0 
the Word of God, ſo that Guide! Thou tea. 


T —_ 74710 eſt me that all Thi 
were not made 0 inge; | w 
which do appear. in the World are 


der'd and dit; py 


ac 
— — 
— 
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God, who; from nothing firſt drew them 
into being, and made them the glorious 
Objects of our Sight : That he fix'd the 
Cars in their ſeveral Orbs, gave them the 
Las of Motion which they cannot paſs, 
nd rules the Courſe of the Ages, in the 
me manner that we ſee them flow. Teach 
ne alſo to raiſe and exalt my ſelf above 
his material World; to go out from the 
Nothingneſs of Sin; to render viſible to all 
he Operations of divine Grace upon my 
oul; to ſtand firm in the Order both of 
ature and Grace, wherein God hath 
ac d me; and ſo to meaſure this ſhort 
Race of Life, that it may be the means 
f attaining that eternal Reſt, which ſhall 
it a final Period to all my Labours, and 
Ix the Crown of Glory on my Head. And 
uring my Engagement in this Courſe, let 
e not be diſcourag'd by the Roughneſs 
Wd Difficulties of the Way: Let not my 
cart faint, nor my Breath fail; nor let 
e be diſabled through Fear of thoſe po- 
nt Enemies, that would obſtruct my Paſ- 
ge, and divert my Courſe: But placing 
Confidence in the Grace and Protecti- 
n of my Saviour, let me march after him 
ith willing and haſty Steps, and never 
jok back upon the World which I have left 
iind me; be continually *“ looking to the 


bo Phil. 3. 14: 


L 3 Things 
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Things that are before, and preſſing for 
ward to the Prize of the high Calling 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let me treely offer to thee 


V. 4. By Faith Abel 
offer” d unto God a more 
excellent Sacrifice than 
Cain, by which he ob- 
tained Witneſs that he 
was righteons, God teſti- 


Hing of his Gifts, and by 


it he being dead yet 
ſpeaketh. 


ciouſly receive of thee, my Judge, the T 
ſtimony of my Rightcouſncis. 
Life the Voice of my Sins ſhall cry alou 
on one ſide for Vengeance upon me; 
the Voice of my Faith, and my Truſt; 
the Protection of the Almighty, cry yt 


O deareſt Jeſus, th 
firſt Fruits of all n 
Labours. Let my 
cheartully facrific 
my ſelf to thee, ng 
in the cvil Diſpoſit 
on of a wicked Cain 
but in the Innocenc 
and Sinccrity of, 
bel; that I may gr 


If in thi 


louder on the other to obtain Mercy: An 
as Abel, tho' dead, yet ſpeaketh by his Fat 
to the Church of God, ſo let mine ſpeii 1 


Comfort to my Heart, when all Hope 
Mercy ſhall ſeem to be extinguiſh'd by t 
Number and Greatneſs of my Sins. L 


F. 7+. By Faith, E- 
noch was tranſlated that 
he ſhould not ſee Death, 
and was not ſound, be- 
cauſe God had tranſlated 
him : For before his 


an- 


firſt 
Warc 
the | 
this mighty Fai tire; 
tranſlate me tronic 


the Love of eartb 
to that of heaven 
Things; even a8! 


noch was tranſaſſ hum: 
flo 


— 
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fom the Earth by Tranſlation he had this 
he Power of God, 7*/*:mony that he plea- 
o whom Faith had 7 , 

Þ . V. 6. But without 
render'd him accep- Faith it 1s impoſſible to 
able before bis Tran Plage bim. 
ſation. I ask thee 
not, O my loving Saviour, to take me out 
of the World : I am content to ſtay in it 
z5 long as thou pleaſeſt, and ſhalt think it 
beſt and moſt convenient for me. I am wil- 
ling to undergo the Labours and Hardſhips 
of my Baniſhment ; but I would not fall in 
Love with the World. And yet I am a- 
raid leſt I ſhould take delight in this my 
axild State, and grow forgetful of my 
ouMnative Countrey. And no doubt I ſhall 
_ [Muhappily fall into this miſtaken Love, and 
ſt (this treacherous Forgetfulneſs, unleſs thou 
leaſcſt, both to encreaſe and ſtrengthen 
Any Faith. 
at III. 
de Tis Faith that 
e Firſt moves us to- 
ti vards God, under 
Le full Aſſurance it, 
ages us, that he really exiſts, and is of in- 
bnite Goodneis to reward thoſe that dili- 
ert ſ2ck him. Of theſe two important 
Truths, the firſt methinks is born with me, 
and carries with it ſo little Appearance of 
umn Art and Inſtruction, that it ſeems 
L 3 to 


for he that cometh 
t9 God, muſt believe that 
he 1s, 


— 
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to be cngraven in fair Characters on the 
bottom of my Heart, by the maſterly Hang 
of Nature. And yet, the Light of Faith 
renders this Truth incomparably mare 
conſpicuous and clear, and inſtructs the 
Underſtanding yet more fully in the true 
Nature of God, of whoſe real Exiſtence i 
is ſo thoroughly convinc'd. The Philo 
phers of old were fully ſatisfy'd in the Be 

lief of a divine Being, but through Pride 
and Vanity of Heart, have given us ſuc 
wild, and various Accounts of the divine 
Nature, as plainly ſne them to have be 
Egregious * Fools in the Things where 
they profeſd the greateſt Wiſdom. I be 
lieve then, O my God, that thou real 
art, and art ſuch as thou haſt kindly e 
veal'd thy {clf in thy ſacred Word: $ 
that whether I view thee in a State of U 
nity, or under a Diſtinction of Perſons 
thou far ſurpaſſeſt the Reach of our finite 
Underſtandings, which are ſwallow'd u 
and loſt in the Contemplation of thy adora 
ble Perfections. This Belief affords me nd 
ſmall Meaſure of Delight and Joy; tor! 
taſte an uncommon Pleaſure in ackno ber 
ledging thee a Being ſo great and holy, iſs th 
abſolutely one, and ſimply good; fo fich 
powerful, juſt, and good; ſo unchange! 
bly perfect and completely happy; tl 


Rom. 1. 22. 
the 


—— 
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tiene ſeveral Words (how ſplendid ſoever 
ad ey appear) by which we declare thy Ex- 


alencies, are but mjurious to thee ; ſince 
ey cxpreſs not what thou art, but in ſo 
eak and imperfect a manner, as falls in- 
nitely ſhort ot thy glorious Perfections: 


e Mor, to uſe thy own Words, thou art that 
oo, art *, and thereby ſuperior to all thoſe 
BeWForms ot Expreſſion, by which we would 
rig heſcribe the Beauties of thy incomprehen- 
uche Nature. In the Order of Nature, my 


Wing is as nothing in Compare with thine ; 
utin the Order of Grace, thou art pleas'd 
give me a ſolid Being that partakes of 
e Immutability of thy own. Grant, O 
ord, that I may diſcern the Dignity and 
Forth of this my New and Second Being, 
nd under a due Senſe thereof, may ſet no 


aue upon my Firſt, under what Advan- 
ns Woes ſoever it may appear: Yea, let my 
nitMlatred daily rife againſt it, that I may 
 upMWaily ſtrive to raſe and deſtroy it: For I 


m well aſſured, that the more I am emp- 
ed and diſpoſſeſs'd of this, the more full 
d ample Share I ſhall poſſeſs of that. 
hen ſhall I ſeek thee 

5 thou deſireſt to be © an that be is 4 
wht, and receive — 2 2 220 
ole manifold Gra- IT 

5 which thou haſt promis'd to thoſe that 


* Exodus 3. 14. 
L 4 ſeek 
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ſeek thee in Truth and with a perfect Hey 
Self- love, blind and fooliſh, hath hither 
{ought its carnal Intereſts, inſtead of ſee 
ing thee, O deſirable Jeſus, who would 
have been all Things ro me. Bur I ng 
earneſtly beg the Grace to enable me t 
ſeek thee only, and co ſerve thee for th 
Love of thy felt alone. O wretched, m 
ſtaken Search of my corrupted ſelf, th 
art both my Crime and Puniſhment | Fe 
in finding my ſelf, I have found my To 
mentor and my Torments, in the dread 
ful Diſquietudes, and infamous Defilemen 
wherewith my Heart hath been polluted an 
tormented. Thou couldit not, O n 
righteous Judge, have chaſtis'd me mo 
ſeverely in Life, than in abandonning n 
to my wretched ſelf, and leaving me in th 
Hands of my own Counſel. Alas ! Ho 
groſsly have I been deceiv'd in the Rate an 
Eſtimate of Things ! What deteſtable Sin 
have I fooliſhly committed! What Trou 
bles have I brought upon my ſelf, in ſel 
ing to vex and aggrieve others! How ha 
brought forth with Sorrow, the Iniqul 
I conceivd but with little Pleaſure ! ! 
thou henceforth, O amiable Jeſus, the {d 
Object of my Search, as well as of m 
Love. I know full well, that when I ſt 
ſeek none but Jeſus, he will be truly to n 
a loving Saviour : He will be my 12 m 

row! 


— ——_— 


town, and everlaſting Reward. O how 
weet and delightful is it to ſeek thee, O 
King of Glory, whoſe Name alone is full 
H heavenly Fragrance! How advantage- 
pus is it to find thee, O Lover of Souls, 
zho paſſeſt by the Tranſgreſſions of thoſe 
hat ſeek thee, and ſo largely recompenſeſt 
he Steps they make in approaching to thee ! 
) what Pleafure is it to go to him, who 
himſelf the Way that leads us to him | O 


L clightful Track to walk in! O excellent 
ea d to arrive at! O glorious Crown eter- 
ey to poſſeſs! 

10 IV. 


A Deluge of Sin 
nd Infidelity, O Je- y. 7. By Faith Noah 


{the whole Earth, 7% gf not ſeen as yer, 
dits Waves would moved with Fear prepa- 


Ho : . red an Ark to the ſaving 
eule long ere this };; Houſe, by which he 
dilne born me away, condemned the World , 
= di thou not an became an Heir of 
celan me by the the Righteouſneſs which 
buli of thy Goſpel © © 25. 

quo the Ark of thy 

17 


urch, of which that of Noah was a lively 
cure. This venerable Patriarch, by rea- 
ly obeying thy Voice, ſaved himſelf and 
Family; but thoſe to whom he had de- 
ared this dreadful Inundation as a juſt 
niſument of their Sins, deſerved well to 

e periſh 
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s, covers the Face Le warned of God of 


8 - 2 — 1 


h 


periſh in it, for not believing ſo worthy Wa 
Preacher of thy Righteouſneſs, who was Mee 


226 ELEVATIONS To Chy 


terwards the happy Heir of thy PromiſeWetrt 
and diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs. I can d 
rant no Salvation for my ſelf or others e 
of the Ark of thy Church: And therefore 
my utmoſt Thanks fal! ſhort of the Favoulifſhe | 
of being receiv'd therein. For what e! 
there found in me to deſerve this Entrance: 
which is refuſed to many Millions that er 
fit in Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Deatiut 
in great Danger of eternal Perdition WW Re 
Moſt certainly there is no good in me, bi C 
what by free Gift, is thy own Eſtabliſihet! 
ment. O amazing Source of Goodnelzſpith 
Thou opcneſt and ſhutteſt this ſacred A ent. 
to whom thou pleaſeſt ; ſo that thoſe v 
gain Admiſſion, cannot truly ſay that ¶M po 
their due; neither can thoſe whom the 
ſhutteſt out, juſtly complain of their Exclſſot | 
ſion; the Reaſon of which is laid in thun, 
State of Pollution wherein they are bonſſalt 
O devouring Deluge of Impiety, that en 
ver'{t the Face of the whole Earth, how Win: 
it poſſible thou canſt be ſo cruc!, andere 
ſo dearly careſſed! How can it be, tie 
inſtead of reſiſting thy Fury, we ſhou 
thus willingly immerſe our ſelves yet deepyÞ<! 
in thy deſtructive Waves! O Living Ark Ju 
the Church of the Living God, which N 
yp 


toſs d and tumbled by thoſe tempeltu 
d 


Wal 


= 


. 
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Vaves that. ſtrive, but ſtrive in vain to ſink 
hee, how great is thy Strength, how won- 
erful thy Grace and Beauty! O unhappy, 
d never enough to be lamented Day, 
chen I firſt went out from thee, not by a 
are-tac'd Denial of my Faith; but in bely- 
ne it by my wicked Works, and forfeiting 
he Innocence of my firſt Entry! O thou 
Divine Pilot of this Ark, del not with me 
ter my Deſerts in detaining me without; 
ut graciouſly vouchſafe me the Favour of 
Re-admiſſion. If, as a * Raven deſirous 
Carnage, I have willingly gone forth; 
et let me re-enter as a mournful t Dove, 
ith the holy Mournings of ſincere Re- 
ntance, and feel again that inward Peace 
nd Joy, which I have ſo unhappily loſt. 
pon this my Return, encloſe and keep 
e under ſo ſtrong a Guard, that I may 


et eſcape a ſecond time; but that conti- 
tu ung in the Place and Station wherein thou 
bonWalt fix me, I may have no other Thoughts 
t aan of bemoaning the Perfidiouſneſs of my 
ing out. O let my Eyes make, as it 
dere, another Deluge, to cover from thy 


ure Sight the + Mountains of my Pride 
d Vanity, to drown my irregular Luſts 
d Paſſions, and deſtroy my rebcllionsFleſh, 


I hich hath wholly corrupted its Way be- 
h Mie thee. 

dun Cen. d. . f Gen. F. 11. 7 Cen. 7. 

Var L 6 V. Abra- 


— — Pm 
- — = — — * 


228 ELEVATIONS TO Ch. i 


ö V. 
Abraham is the Hr 
V. 8. By Faith Abra - ther of all the Fai 
ham when he was called ful, and in him thy 


to go out into a Place, 
which he ſhould after 
recetve for an Inberi- 
tance, obeved, and he 
went out, not knowing 
whither he went. 


haſt given me an 
ample of what 
ought to do, to de 
ſerve the Honour ( 
this Sonſhip. He 


under the Condu 
of Faith, went freely out from his nati 
Countrey, not knowing whither he wen: 
by which he gave full Proof of an admin 
ble, ſubmiſſive Spirit, and bravely renoun 
the Maxims of civil Prudence, which f 


bad him to forego a 
vantage, for looſe and uncertain Promil 


V. 9. By Faith he ſo- 
jour ned in the Land of 
Promiſe, as in a ſtrange 
Countrey, dwelling in 
Tabernacles with Iſaac 
aud Facob, the Heirs 
with him of the ſame 
Promiſe. 

V. 10. For he looked 


for a City which hath - 


Foundations whoſe Buil- 
der and Maker is God. 


reſent, certain A 


In the Strength a 
Virtue of this Faitl 
he dwelt as a Str; 
ger in the promis 
Land, living 

Tents, with I 
and Jacob, Ha 
with him of the | 
Promiſe , with 
ſhewing the lea 
Impatience to ere. 
the Execution of Nat 


ſo far removd, and himſelf a Pilgrim Mou 
Life in that very Countrey where he ug 


Ch. r. 
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. 


under the 


ur ( 

Hort Sarah was as 
1duWrorthy a Compani- 
atifWn of his Faith, as 


pf his Bed, and by 
he Power of this 
aith, in ſpite of all 
Dbſtructions from 
er Age and Barren- 
els, conceiv'd a Son; 
clieving that he, 
om whom ſhe had 
eceiv'd the Promiſe, 
2s not leſs able 
an faithful to per- 
rm it. But this 


HaWaith ſhone forth in 
Jas higheſt Glory in 
thoWur Father Abraham, 
lei hen in the Strength 
f ercof, he otfer'd 
of at Son upon the 


ountain, whom he 


ad receivd of God 
| by 


o govern. But that which kept him eaſy 
Want of a City of his own railing 
n that pleaſant Land, was, that he conſi- 
gerd himſelf as a Deniſon of that heavenly 
ity whereof God is the Builder as well as 
vnder ; and that he ſigh'd as paſſionately 
or this facred Abode, as he firmly hop'd 
or the Poſſeſſion of it. 


His beloved Con- 
V. 11. Through Faith 


alſo Sarah her jeif rece:- 
ved Strength to con- 
ceide Seed, and was de- 
livered of a Child uhen 
ſhe was paſt Age, be- 
cauſe ſhe judged him 
faithful who had pro- 
miſed. 

V. i 2. Therefore ſprang 
there even of one, and 
him as good as dead, (0 
many as the Stars of the 
Shy in Multitude, and 
as the Sand which is by 
the Sea-fhore innume- 
rable. 

V. 13. Theſe all died 
in Faith, not having re- 
ceidd the Promiſes, but 
haviag ſeen them afar 
0/f, aud were perſuaded 
of ther, and embraced 
them, and confeſſed that 
they were Strangers aud 
Pilgrims on the Earth. 


7 


V. 14. 


- 


; 
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* 

*. 14. For they that 
fav ſuch things, declare 
plainly that they ſeek a 
Countrey, 

V. 15. And truly if 
they had been mindful of 
that Countrey, from 
whence they came ont, 
they might have had Op- 
portunity to have re- 
turned. 

V. 16. But now they 
deſire a better Countrey, 
that is, an heavenly : 
Wherefore God is not a- 
ſham d to be called their 
God, for he hath prepa- 
red for them a City. 

V. 17. By Faith Abra- 
ham when he was tried 
offer'd up Iſaac, and he 
that had recerved the 
Promiſes, offer'd up his 
ouly begutten Gon: 

V. 18. Of whom it is 
ſaid, That iu Iſaac ſhall 
thy Seed be called. 

. 

V.19. Accounting that 
God was able to raiſe him 
up, even jrom the dead, 
from wience alſo he re— 
cerved him iu a Foure. 

V. 20. By Faith Iſaac 
blejjod Facob and Eſa 
conceruiag Things to 
come. 


4 


by a Miracle; fir 


ly believin N that God 
would ſtill made 
good his Promiſe Me 
a Poſterity as numeWy 


rous as the Stars 0 
Heaven, and th 
Sand upon the Ser 
ſhore; either by raj 
ſing the ſacrifice 
Iſaac trom the dead 
or by ſome othe 
Method well know! 
to his all-wiſe Pri 
vidence. O glor 
ous Faith, the migh 
ty Parent of {ud 
wondrous Work 
when wilt thou pri 
duce in my Sou 
ſome ſuch like E 
fects, not tor m 
Glory, but my 8e 
ctification! Whe 
wilt thou induce n 
to take leave of 1 
corrupted felt, « 
the Love of my 
rents, Relations, an 
Friends, and of al 
ther woridly Thug 


Cy 
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o which I. am ſo cloſely attach d! When 
rilt thou give me a Light more ſtrong and 
lar than that of carnal Prudence, to 
rhich I have been ſo long abandon'd, and 
S; whoſe Conduct I have fo frequently 
nn'd! When ſhall I willingly quit the 
ie Glorics of this my exil'd State, for the 


SexFruc and ſolid Glories of my native Coun- 
7 raWey ! When ſhall I dwell upon the Earth as 
fice@Fnder a Tent, that J may be always in a 


kcadineſs to depart, and no longer enter- 
ain the Thoughts of a permanent A- 
ode! When ſhall I find no Inclination 
look back upon the Countrey I ſhall 
Ware behind me! When ſhall I continually 
hold that to which I am going! Oh! 
ben ſhall it appear by all my Actions that 
oris am truly a Pilgrim and Stranger upon 
arth ! When ſhall I bear with Pati- 
ce the weariſome Delays of poſle(- 
ng the Kingdom which thou haſt pro- 
sd me! When ſhall I comfort and de- 
 Sanſelit my ſelf in the lively Hope of that eter- 
Wheel Reſt ! Ah! When ſhall 1 ſigh and pant 
ce mFith a fervent Longing after this heavenly 
of iy, of which Faith hath ſpoken fo great 
d glorious Things! When ſhall I live in 
y Pit innocent and truly honourable Man- 
„ r, as a Citizen of a City whereof God is 
t all oe Maker and Builder, the Lawgiver, the 
hw, and ſupreme Lord! O bleed Chis 

( OW 
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how deſirable art thou, and yet how lit 
do I delire thee ! If I deſire thee, why 
I fo liſtleſsly perform the Things, that x 
ſo neceſſary to join me to thy bleſt Inh 
bitants ? Thou art the City of Peace, and ( 
a Peace, that Man can neither give, n 
take away. Thou art the City of Viſion, an 
of a Viſion that ſhews us every Good,! 
conſtantly ſhewing us one only Good. The 
art the City of the Living, where God ist 
Life of thoſe that inhabit thee. Thou artt 
City of Kings, where all the Citizens livin 
in conſtant and perfect Obedience to the 
Lord, ceaſe not to veigu with him to er 
laſting Ages. O Lovely, Almighty Foy 
der of this City, I hope the Favour ot po 
ſeſſing this glorious City, which Faith hat 
promis'd me : But unleſs thou art pleas 
to ſtrengthen me in this my State of h 
niſnment, I know that I ſhall want Col; 
rage to bear me forward to this glorio 
Abode. Give me then a Portion of thi 
Strength thou gaveſt to thy Servant 4tr 
ham, the Father of the Faithful; that wil 
him, I may ſacrifice to thee my Hear 
my Will, my Aﬀections, which are as de 
to me as an only Son. Bleſs me, On 


Father, with a Ble 
V. 21. By Faith Ja- 
cob when he was a dying, ſing greater than ih 


bleſſed both the Suns of which Jacob by ü 
Joſeph, and worſhipped Light of Faith d 
leaning queatix 


. Ib. 11. 
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litt 
hy d 
It 2 
Ink; 
nd ( 
» 
„ an 
d,! 
The 
181 
rt t 
livin 
the 


eathed td Joſeph's 
hildren, juſt upon 
te Surrender of his 
jul up to thee. Let 
e poſſeſs the Grace 
gur d by the Change 
Hands, which 
is good Patriarch 
ade, when he put 


e younger, and his 
t upon the elder. 
et me receive the 


©" Mcſling of a Firſt- 
ru. otten, not in the 
"= ght of Elderſhip, 
leas 
ff B 
Co 


it {clt alone. 
orio 


f thi 
Abr 
t wil 
Tear 
5 de; 
On 
2 Ble 


Miſes being much 
ore honourable by 
th, than as the 
opted Son of Pha- 
s Daughter, and 


Kingdom, turned 


un: Back upon theſe 
＋ endid Advanta- 


M and poſitively 


eatix refus'd 


s right Hand upon 


eſumptive Heir of 


leaning upon the top of 
his Staff. 

V. 22. By Faith Jo- 
ſeph when he died, made 
mention of the departing 
of the Children of Iſrael, 
and gave Commandment 
concerning his Bones, 

V. 23. By Faith Mo- 
ſes when he was born, 
was hid three Months 
of his Parents, becauſe 
they ſaw he was a pro- 
per Child, and they were 
ot afraid of the King's 


Commandment. 


but in Virtue of thy 
le Goodneſs, of thy free, unmerited Mer- 


, which in the Choice of Objects, is 
ded by its own Law, and is accountable 


VI. 


V. 24. By Faith Mo- 
ſes when he was come to 
Years, refuſed to be cal- 
led the Son of Pharadb' r 
Daughter, 

V. 25. Chooſing ra- 
ther to ſuffer Aim 
with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures of din for a Seaſon. 

V. 26. Eſteeming the 

Reproach 


2 
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Reproach of Chriſt grea- 
ter Riches thau the Trea- 
ſures in Egypt : for he 
had reſpec u ito the Re- 
compence of the Reward. 

V. 27. By Faith he 
forſook Egypt, not fearing 
the Wrath of the King, 
Jor he endured, as ſeeiag 


refus'd to be called 
the Son of th 
Daughter of a ric 
and potent Prince Mr: 
chooſing rather Mea 
fuffer with the Penlas 
of God, than to tal 
the tranſient Pie. 


I 


7 


him who 1s inviſible. 


ſure of a Royal Ay 
thority over its 

vowed Enemies; and preferring to all th 
Treaſures of Egypt the Reproach of thy 
Croſs of Chriſt, which, by a ſuperidlifo, 
Light, he had Knowledge of, and th 
which, by way of Anticipation; he wi p: 
willing to partake. Under the Conduct nc 
this Faith, he took his Leave of Egyp:, a lic 
by the Influence of its Light, beholdin 
the King of Kings prepar'd to ſuccour hinfiſ 
he no longer feared the Wrath of an earth 
King ; well knowing that the one was b 
Duſt and Aſhes before the other. O 
Saviour, how am I aſham'd to be found 
weak in Faith, and of a Spirit ſo contra Ni 
to this worthy Lawgiver, whoſe Fat 
wrought in him ſo ſtrange and unheard of 
Renunciation ! Alas! thy Father hath beqf 
pleas'd to adopt me for his Son, and! 
Conſequence thereof, to give me Aſſuran 
of a Kingdom that ſhall never be deſtto) t 
And I, blind and miſerable as I _ KC 

reje 
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ected this glorious Adoption, and cho- 
n rather to be a Slave of Satan, than en- 
py the Privileges of a Son of God. I 
re choſen the Drudgery of Sin, before the 
kaſing Freedoms of a State of Grace; the 
Inks of Swine, before the delicate Viands 
a Father's Table; the paltry, ſhort-liv'd 
laſures of Senſe, before thoſe raviſhing 
lights, which are the genuine Fruit of 
ts Ne Chriſtian Life. Is not this a frightful 
11 thMindneſs and Infatuation in me, and can 
f thi) thing be urg'd in Excuſe of my Folly ? 
periafſlo, my loving Saviour, I do not excuſe it 
1d the leaſt, that thy Goodneſs may free- 
> will pardon it, and thou mayſt draw me 
uct FFfnce by the Light of a lively Faith, 
z, Aich by diſtinctly ſhewing me, both 
0ldinfſÞat I leave, and what I chooſe, may 
r hinfſWÞc me bluſh at the Ignorance of my for- 
arte Choice. O deceitful Treaſnres of Egypt, 
as bi long will ye appear precious in my 


uUled 
thi 
ric 
nce 
r i 
ef 
talt 
Ples 
| Au 


O ait! How long will your falſe Glories be 
und tcrr'd to the true Riches of the heaven- 
ntraſ Kingdom! O deſirable Reproach of the 

Fail: of Chriſt, when ſhall I be fully appriz'd 


d of 
h bee 
and! 
urand 
troy' 
„ ha 


dect 


thy ineſtimable Worth! When ſhall I have 
fue Taſte of thy pure Delights! When ſhall 
avely prefer thy Rigors to the Soothings 
worldly Honour! Thou viſible World, 
it filleſt me with Fears, becauſe I view 
x only with Eyes of Fleſh ; when ſhall I 

| behold 


i 
[4 
| 
Z 
| 
by. 


riſhing in them. Thou herctofore di 
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behold with the Eye of Faith, the Author 
the inviſible World, that I may boldly co 
temn thy rudeſt Threats! When ſhall] 
longer dread thy Rage, which, tho? hig 
inflam'd, and full of Noiſe, is at beſth 
impotent and vain ! O divine Faith, wh 
wilt thou fix on n 

V. 28. e Faith the Mark that f. 


he kept the Paſſover, hi 
ad the N of hinder the dir 


Blood, leſt he that de- Angel from caſti 


firayed the Firſt - born me among the Ci 


nage of the Fr 
born of Egypt! Id 
fire to have no Part in their Crimes, nor 
their Puniſhment. I have fooliſhly follo 
their evil Courſes, but now for ever 

nounce them; and conſecrate my ſelf 
Jeſus the Firſt-begotteu of God. As he ist 
* Paſchal Lamb that was ſacrific'd for us 

will hcnceforth ſacrifice my ſelf, and all t 
I have to him, by a perpetual Oblation. 


VII. 
: WA O wondrc 
V. 29. By Faith they Faith, to which 
paſſed through the Red . | ' 
Sea, as by dry Land, males are PO 

which the Egyptians aſ= * 
ſaying to do were through the Wa 
arowned, of this troubleſo 


World, without! 


ſhould touch them. 


or. . 7. 


dis! 


b. b rr. JESUS CHRIS r. 237 


_— — —-— — — Oo 


Um de the Red Sea for the Children of 
co , who found an eaſy Paſſage, where 
I and his Hoſt found their Sepulchre. 
jg ouchſafe to ſhew this miraculous Effect on 
e now that I am flying before the Prince 
this World, who purſuès me with all his 
ce, to bind me in my former Chains. 
his Calamity 1s inevitable, unleſs thou in- 
moſcit to my Reſcue, unleſs thou ſtop- 
ſt the Wheels of, his Chariots, and co- 
reſt him with thoſe Waves, through 
hich he hath the Boldneſs to follow 
Wc, as tho” they were purpoſely open'd to 
our his violent Purſuit. Swallow up this 
y Potent Enemy, and with him my de- 
wed- Will, my looſe and irregular Ap- 
tites, my rebellious Body, with all my 
rerſe and crooked Inclinations. Drown 
my Corruptions in the Red Sea of my 
wiour's Blood, that I may arrive at the 
ort of Holineſs by this happy Shipwrack, 
here I may ſing a Song more glorious 
Ian that of Miriam's on the ſafe Landing 
the People of God. O mighty, reſiſt- 
Faith, caſt down 


O p 0 high Walls and V. 30. By Taith the 
Wagen that the Pride 2, of Jericho fell 
lelo my Underſtand- down , after they were 

Ws oppoſeth to thy compaſs d about ſeven 


cred Truths. Con- or *. By Faith the 


. . . 
Ind in the World, uri Rabab perifhet 
what- mot 


= „ 
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not with them that be- whatever work! 
lieved not, when ſhe had Wiſdom hath 2 


— 1g the Spies in vanc'd againſt * 


V. 32. Andwhat ſia! Down with exe 
I more ſoy? For the thing ſhe hath ex 
time would fail me to ted, and break: 
tell of Gideon, and Ba- her Machines 
rat, and of Sampſon, ni b 

pieces by the lo 
and Jepthah, of David Report of thy ſact 


alſo, aud Samuel, and 


of the Prophets. Oracles. O Fai 

to whom Mirac 
are ſo familiar, enable me to ſubdue n 
foreign and domeſtick Enemies, by t 
Light hid within my Heart ; as once 6 
deon did the Midianites with blazing Lam 
hid within the Pitchers. Subdue the! 
ſolence of my Paſſions, which, after the E 
ample ot the Phil ſtines, ſubjugate to the 
imperious Yoke, my Will, which is tl 
Lord's Inheritance. Let not Pleaſure, | 
its {oft Careſſes, prove a Dali/ah to rob i 
of my Strength, and betray me to the) 
of my inſolent and implacable Enemf 

Grve me both ti 


V. 33. Who through eekneſs and Coen 
Faith ſubdned Kingdoms, Mer b 1 1 

2 rage of David, 4 

wrought Righteouſneſs , 4 ih hi 

obtained Promiſes,” ſtop- render ME With 1! 

ped the Months of Lions, the Man after G0 

own Heart. Letn 


work by thy Strength the Works of Righ 
ouſneſs ; by thee let me paticntly __ t 
| Wal 
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thee let me quench 
Hie of Luxury 
at will entirely 
mſume me; by 
ee let me be heal- 
{ of my manifold 
akneſſes and Infir- 
ities, and triumph 
er all my Enemies 
hat wage continual 
ar againſt me. If 
juries, Perſccuti- 
;s, and Reproaches 
uſt needs come, let 
e bear them with 
acrity and Joy. 
t my Chains be 
It and eaſy, my 
lon welcome and 
reeable; let not 
Storm of Stones 
om the Perſecuter's 
land affright me; 


yard of the heavenly Promiſe; by thee 
me ſtop the Mouths of thoſe ravening, 
0 inviſible Lions that ſeek to devour me; 


V. 34. Ouenched the 
Violence of Eire, eſcaped 
the Edge of the Sword, 
out of Weakneſs were 
made ſtrong, waxed va- 
liant in Fight, turn'd to 
flight the Armies of the 
Aliens. 

V. 35. Women recei- 
wed their dead raiſed to 
Life again, and others 
were tortured, not ac- 
ce ting Deliverance,ihat 
they might obtain a bet- 
ter Reſurrection. 

V. 36. And others had 
trial of cruel Mockings 
aud Scourgings, ven 
moreover of Bonds and 
Iinbriſanment. 

Y. 37. They were 
floned, they were ſawn 
aſunder, were tempted, 
were ſlain with the 
Sword: 


ut with the Prophet Iſaiab, let me rather 
uſe to have my Body cleft with Saws of 
on, than ever be ſeparated from thee ; 
d let not the devouring Sword that 
tratens my Head, 


be ever a Terror to 
me. 


a, 


. "2 Res 
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me. O Faith, that changeſt the ſere 


Bitters into grateful Sweets, rectify the 


vil Taſte of my Selt-love, and let me f 
both Honour and Pleaſure in imitating 
Saints of former Ages. Thou didſt he 
on them unſpeakah 
bes is Sheep Shins ang nights ar oY 
gut 13 4 As . 
Goat ins, res deſti- time they Wande 
tute, affi icted, torimes ted. from one City 0 
nother, to fly t 
Rage and Fury of their Perſecutors. 
forlorn and deſtitute were they, that th 
had ſcarce wherewith to cover their] 
kedneſs: Snares and Temptations be 
them on all ſides: They were left alone; 
abandon'd of all. One Deep cal”d unto a 
ther, and the end of one Affliction was t 
beginning of another: They had no Pl: 
to fly unto; were wet with the Showers (ft 
Mountains, and embrac'd the Rock for want 
© , 
+. 38. Of whow the a Hhelter k. The l/ 


I U 
World was not worthy : eſteem'd them l 
they wander in De- Wworthytolive, wht 


ferts, and in Mountains, AS the World in Tn 


and in Dens and Caves Twas not wr thyof the 
of the Earth. and much leſs wi 
V. 39. And theſe al thy am I to part 


hawing obtain'd a good . * 
Report, through Faub, ol their high K 
received not the Pro- nor, in ſuftering! 
miſe ; the Love of G 


w.. Ms a — 8 


* Job.24. 8, | 
V. 40. Tit 
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1 Ws N : | 
ey did not receive V. 4. God hat ing pro- 
K (Cron of Glory v:aed ſome better thing 
2 * 


S fr us, thet they with- 
their Death from out ns fhonld not be 


he Hand of God; made perfect. 

* he was not 

asd to conſummate their Adoption 
a preſent Entrance into Heaven, and a 
ear View of the Glories of the beatifick 
ion ; but he hath plac'd them in a State 
Expectance, that we might all be join'd 
jecther in the Poſſeſſion of the heavenly 
ct, as well as in the Toil and Labour of 
e Warfare. Lord, make me worthy to 
ter into the Number of that bleſſed So- 
ty. They, for many Ages, have waited 
e Conſummation of their Bliſs, and I am 
eaſy in expecting mine but a few Years ; 
d ſhould I think it hard, that thou mak'ſt 
e to deſire it the more, by the little Di- 
nce it is removed from me? Faith, will 
able me to bear my Lingrings with a be- 
ming Temper; and as the Saints that 
e gone before, have been approv'd by 
auth, which was their peculiar Character 
d Mark; fo it ſhall be the ſame Faith 
at ſhall mark me with thy Scal, and make 
eworthy to be receiv'd to the Number of 
ol: that are peculiarly thine. 


M CHAP. 
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I. 


Ord, the Exam 
. 1. Wherefore ſee- ples of ſo mam 
"ng 2 ny illuſtrious Perſons 
ed AVONUL . JO BYE. 
Cloud of li remelſes , tet chat by the Power 
as lay aſide eteryli cigbi, Faith have bor n ſuc 
and the Sia which dre Burthens of Afflid 
ſo eaſily leſet us, ons, Cannot bi 
ſtrongly affect 0 
Hearts; but they cannot influence our Pr 
ctice, unleſs thou imparteſt that Meaſur 
of Strength which they recciv'd of the 
Without this, we cannot ſhake off t! 
3Zurthen of our corrupt Aﬀections, nor bre 
the Bonds of our vicious Habits that ho 
us bound ſo faſt, nor reſiſt the Sin that b 
ſets us round, or rather, hath fix'd its Sc 
in the very bottom of our Hearts. O 
ſerable Burthen of the Old Man, how c 
we any longer take delight in thy influ 
portable Weight! But, alas! as burthe 
ſome as it is, we ſeem not fiifficiently ſe 
ſible of it, and therefore conceive not ti 
juſt Hatred againſt it, that we ought. 
rigorous Yoke of corrupt and evil Habit 
Pleaſure at firſt ſeduces us to com 
Sin; the Frequency of evil Acts brin 
forth Habit, and Habit introduces Nec 
| It 


— 
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ſry. O“ God of my Life, deliver me 
fom this deplorable Neceſſity, which is 
ke juſt Puniſhment of my Ingratitude. Put 
me, I pray thee, under the happy Neceſſity 
f thy Love, which will not burthen and 
ppreſs my Will; but free it from the hea- 
y Preſſures that it labours under. In or- 
ler to obtain ſo 
reat a Good, make 
aſte, my Soul, and 
um after him, who 
lone can bring thee to it. The way, I 


and let us run with 
Patience the Race that 
1s ſet before us, 


PrWonfeſs, is very hard and rough, but at the 
aluWnd thereof is an ineſtimable Crown of 
theory. The Enemies that oppoſe them- 
eres are truly formidable, but with Pati- 


re they may be eaſily ſubdu'd : and Jeſus, 
he Judge of thy Race, will give thee this 
atzence, which he will certainly reward, 
if it were wholly thy own. Look not 
erefore upon what thou art oblig'd to 
ufer, nor on the Length and Duration of 
Sufferings, nor yet upon the Inſtruments 
d Cauſes from whence they ſpring ; bur, 
W «cep thy Foot from being moved, fix a 
eady Eye upon the q 1 g 

t. Nor and Finiſher o 3 
abi Faith, 90 E : 1 Jeſus the Autbor and 


Viniſber of our Faith, 


oma God and Savi- who for the Joy that 
brich, who, with in- was ſet before bim, en- 
Nece Ft. Aug. Conf. lib. 8. ch. 5. 


It credible M 2 dured 


Pn 
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y 


dured the Croſs, deſpiſing credible Patience 
the Shame, hath endured the pain 
ful Croſs, and deſpil; 
the Shame and Diſgrace thereof, with ; 
Conſtancy more than human. What Pain 
and Grief ſhould not be grateful to the 
in View of this bleſſed Pattern? Why 
Croſs ſhould not be welcom'd by thee, i 
Conſideration of that of thy Maſter's! Wh 
Glory, yea what Joy, ſhould not the foul 
eſt Diſgrace, Shame and Reproaches gir 
thee, by the Conformity thou beareſz t 
the ſame ſevere Treatment with the Son 
God? O Adorable Author of our Faith, m 
Regards in all my Sufferings ſhall be dir 
cred to thee alone! But 'tis thou only thi 
canſt fix and detain my Eyes on ſo nec 
ſary and adorable an Object. Weak a 
defiled Nature, human Reaſon, and co 
rupted Selt-Love, carry them out to era; 
thing elſe beſide; and from hence it I. 
that Impatience, Murmurs, and Confpaſs 
plaints ariſe. O let my Eyes be ſtedfaſſhpon 
tix'd on thee, as thoſe of a faithful ServaBgg? 
on his Maſter's Face, that J may cleahyig 
diſcern thy Will. By this ſpiritual Intuit 
I ſhall reap this farther Benefit, that I H M 
be enabled to perform thy Will, when What 
thy Face I ſhall find my Leſſon, my ExaFWhoy 
ple, my Strength, and my Crown. 00 nent 
rious Tini ber of our Faith, perfect in me in th 
mt 
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oft excellent Grace of Patience ;* confirm 


nce 
painWnd ſettle me in that, ſtrengthen and eſta- 
um that in me. Let it take deep and 


aſting Root within my Heart, that no Tem- 


Pant of Afflictions may overſet me. Upon 
thetic firm Foundation let me lay the Work 
Wag my Salvation, that it may remain unſha- 
c, Men, by the Winds and Waves, or other 
üg olent Aflaults that may be made upon it. 
foul ope thou, my Soul, in God for this ſa- 
Sing Grace, who having begun this good 
lt Work in thee, will not fail to bring 
on to Perfection. Enter the Liſts of AMi- 
„Mons with a r. ſign'd, chearful Spirit, 


nce Chriſt hath enter'd them before you: 
Take faſt hold of his 


. aud is ſet down at 
roſs, and ſuffer wil the Right Hand of the 


nely with him, that Throne of God. 
ou alſo may reign 


With him at the Right Hand of the Threne of 
d. Afllictions, as a Cloud, will ſoon 
aſs away ; the Labours of Calvary will 
on have an end and the Repoſe at 


violable. ; 


IT. 


I 1 Miſerable Man V. z. Fr conſider him 
hen hat 1 am ! My that endured ſuc h Cou- 
Lx houghts are fre- tradiction f Hinners a- 
0 entiy detain'd up- Cainſi huaſelf, leſt ye he 


wearted and faint iu your 


n the Evils that 1 %. 
P M 3 ſuffer 


od's Right Hand will be eternal and 
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ſuffer from my Enemies: I muſe on the 
ſlighteſt Injuries, I nicely weigh thei 
Words, I carefully watch their Looks, and 
gueſs at their very Thoughts, which I x 
in no wile able to diſcern : In ſhort, I x 
inclin'd to aggravate every {mall Offence 
and to omit nothing that may ſharpen ther 
Edge of my Reſentment, and give farthy 
Vexation to my ſelf. But I will be n 
longer guilty of this Crime. Hencctorth 
my Saviour, 1 will place thee befor 
my Eyes, who halt {ufter'd ſo dreadful af 
unjuſt a Perſecution in the ſtead, and b 
the Hands of Sinners. In reflecting on ti. 
Ingratitude with which they repaid th 
Kindneſſes, I ſhall no longer wonder tha 
thoſe inconſiderable ones of mine, hay 
been ſo ill requited. My Soul ſhall w. 
ſtrong by the Force of thy Example, and 
the Communication of that Strength tho 
vouchſafeſt to thy Servants. I ſhall here a) 
14 11 * after be aſham'd t 7 

7. 4. Je have not Ye ' 10 
reſiſted unto B lood, ri 2 — 1 ** em 
eee which have not gon hi! 
ſo far as to pour the Blood out of my Vein : 
as thou didſt thine upon the ſhametul Tre 
16 I ſhall bleſs thee u 

F. Aud ye Pat 0 
2 the ——— on bee . 1 


tion which ſpeaketh un- | 
30 you as — Children, bundant on 


Ht * 


. 
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N 1 1 nw 
thefſom the Conſidera- my , deſpiſe wot thor 
thell on of being treated /e CHa]. of thelLord, 


nor tat when thou art 
rebuked of him. 
V. 6. Fir whom the 


dr thee with the 
Tenderneſs of a Fa- 


12 her, that trains up Lord lureib he chaſtueth, 
enceFhis Children in the aud ſcoxrgeth every Son 
1 t dererities of Diſci- whom he receiteth. 


line, to keep them 
rithin the Bounds of Duty; and treats 


he greater the Affection is that he bears 
unto them. Men are wont to chaſtiſe us 
hrough Sourneſs of Temper, Envy, or Ill- 
il, and in the Hcat and Violence of Paſ- 
on, which makes us but little the better 
or their Chaſtiſements. But, O merciful 
ather, when thou chaſtiſeſt, *tis with the 
ender Movements of paternal Love, gui- 
led by unerring Wiſdom ; and all thy Cor- 
ections ſerve but as the Fire to purge a- 
ray our Droſs, and render us the more 
rectous in thy Sight. Thou doſt not be- 


e Hold us as thine E- 
fenhemies, but as thy ö V. 7. If ye eadvre 
gon Thildren; and if V,, God dealeth 


t any time thou _—_ yr _— _ 
2 Or T at Yon ge 7! . 
marccit aur Incli- 7. 6 REY 
„ 7 ** 2 LHC Father chaſtaeth 
ations, 'tis becauſe ;,; 7 


hey are bad, and our 


7 F-vation requires they ſhould be totally 
ito leroy d. If thou art pleaſed to deny our 
r01 M 4 Requeſts, 


them with ſo much the greater Severity, 


— 
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Requeſts, *tis becauſe the Grant there 
would be our greateſt Injury: If thou ch 
ſtiſeſt us with ſtrong Pains upon our Be 
tis becauſe we want to be rouſed from th 
leep of Sin. O merciful Lord, who m 
nifeleſ thy ſelf a God full of Goodne{ 
and Compaſſion, grant that I may of 
my ſelf to thee, with the Reverence an 
Obedience of a Child, and not with th 
Murmurs and Reluctance of a Slave, thi 
ſuffers unwillingly and by force. Let 
not flatter and delude our ſclves with! 
Title of the Sons of God, for we are ne 
truly ſuch, if we would be exempt fron 
| Troubles and Perf 
V. 8. But if ye be cutions, which 


:zhozrt Chaſiiſc; : 

ro, Chaſiiſement the Children of Go 
whereof all are Parta- h ford 
kers, then are ye Ba- have Inner , ant 
ſtards, and wot Sons. with which they a 


ſeaPd as their diſtin 

guiſhing Character. We are then but ſp 
rious Children that would enter on the 
ſtare due only to the legitimate, and aſp! 
ruddly at the Inheritance of a Father th 
hat not begotten us. For the ſufterin 
Jeſus may be well conſider'd as a FathqWn« 
on the Croſs, where he contracts a heaven 
Marriage with his Church, which he fo 
nd in his wounded Side, when picrc 
and open'd by the Soldier's bloody Land 
Ot her he begets a new Offspring in By 
til 
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tſm, which is the Sacrament of his Death *, 
n which he that is born a- new, muſt die 
and be buried with Chriſt, to live again to 
him; and ſtands bound by ſolemn Promiſe 
to the Diſcipline of the Croſs, and the 
Law of Sufferings for the Term of his Life. 
If he cowardly rejects this Dicipline, or 
rilfully diſobeys this equitable Law ; he is 
horn indeed in the State of Chriſt's Mar- 
age with his Church, but is not their 
genuine Son: He is a baſe, degenerate If- 
ne, that bears not a ſingle Feature that in 
he leaſt reſembles them: For Jeſus is the 
fro an of Sorrows, and the Church is always 
pere mournful Dove. She, on the full Ac- 
ch Mompliſhment of her Marriage, ſhall be the 
f Gofſfomely Noemi; but during the Time of her 
 anWctrothal, is no other than Mara; ſhe is 
I'd with-Bitterneſs, is {corch'd and diſ- 
[colour'd by the Ardours of the Sun, 
d beat with the Injuries of the Wea- 
her, like the Tents of Solomon. Would 


aſp then be an Inheri- 

r thifpr of this-heavenly- F. 9. Furthermore. 
FerinFatier, and this di- e have had Fathers 51 
Dathe Ine Mother 5 and OHY Fleſh, which (9/ e- 
reſin the leaſt de. le e, e 
IC 0 mble them ? Dol we not much * be 
ere xpect their Bleſſing, ;; Subzection tutò the Fa- 
ance hilft of a Temper ther of Spirits and lic c? 
1 Pa Rom 6. 4. Dy 5 


til M. 5 quite 
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: J. 10. Fur they deri- quite Contra tc 7 
for Vas Jew Days chaſt- theirs, and whe f 
after their owa Cad L 
Pleaſure, but he for our unlubmmve to tte cl 
Profit, that we might be Guidance and Dir, 
Partakers of his Ho- con ? What! Shoul 
lineſs. J not deem it a hei 
nous Crime to dif 
bey my flehly Father, in running counter t 
his Sentiments and Advice, which, hoi 
good ſoever, can never ward off the Are 
of Death; and ſhall I fearleſsly violate th 
Precepts of my ſpiritual Father, when, þ 
a ſteady Obedience to his holy Will, 
ſhall live for ever with him in his King 
dom ot Glory? 


* 1 - - . — n 7 A - 


 * 

eee 0 8 hag 
ning for the preſent, 
ſeemeth to be joyous, but and rigorous to ti 
grievous ; Senſes ; but ſhould 

| thou, my Soul, ly 
according to Senſe? Has the new Creatu 
any thing to do with ſenſual Defires ? 1s 
to the Indulgence of Senſe and Appetie 
that eternal Life is promis'd ? Tribulation 
may preſs thee hard for the preſent, but 1 
thou made only for the preſent time ? Dot 
not this World belong to the Prince 
Darkneſs, from whoſe mercileſs Hand 
thou haſt been redcem'd by the Prince Mad 


the World to come? Doth not F * 17 
ru 


* 


MA F tenth... Litho 
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, t ' 
hol 
the] 


Ou! 
hei 
dib 
ex i 
ho! 
\rre 
et 
1, b 
Il, 

Ling 


fnd theſe light and 
tranſient Afflictions 
to work for thee the 
eſirable Fruit and 
Rewards of Pati- 
nce. O Diſcipline 


ne « 
har 
0 th 
Juld 
„ I 
atu 
Is 
etite 
tion 
ut 2 


Dot 


trengthen theſe 
ands of mine that 
tremble with exceſ- 
re Fear: Make me 
ce M walk mantully in 
lande Way, which I 
ce Mad not the Courage 
th i enter into: Or- 
{tru der. 


ſruct theo to deſpiſe and contemn Things 
reſent? Are they not all uncertain, trea- 
cherous, defiling ? A little Patience, O my 
De oul, and thou wilt. 


nevertheleſs, after- 
wards it vieldeth the pea- 
ceable Fruits of Righte- 
0::{1eſs unto them that 
are exerciſed tbereby. 


of the crucified Jeſus, 


rhen ſhall 1 entirely ſubmit to thy ſalutary 
Rigors ! When ſhall all my Paſſions, De- 
res, Intentions, Faculties, come under 
by abſolute Direction and Command! 
Teach me this wholſome Diſcipline, O 
20 that art the Maſter and Example of 
t! Make me to diſcern its Neceſſity, to 
hold its Beauty, to love its Severities. 
) preſent Grief, mayſt thou never prevail 
o far, as to daunt and confound my Heart! 
) future Joy, ſweeten to me the molt bit- 
xr Occurrences of Lite, that I may poſſeſs 
ty Soul in Patience and a chearful Hope! 


V. 12. Hherefore lift 
up the Hands which hau 
down, and the feeble 

nuees, 

V. 13. Aud make 
trait Paths for your 
Feet, leſt that which is 
lame be turned ont of the. 


M 2 ther 
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way, but let it rather be der and direct m 
bealed. Steps, that I mg 


V. 14. Fullow Peace x 
with all Men, and Ho- neither halt nor ſtun 
ble in the Paths 


lizeſs, without which no . 
Mas jhall ſee the Lord. Righteouſneſs ; an 
give me Aa Vigorg 


Soundneſs of Mind, bravely to reſiſt tho 
Pains and Difficulties, I muſt encount 
with. O Jeſus, the Prince of Peace, wh 
haſt made y Peace with God, grant that 
may, have it with all the World, and lea 
nothing undone either to gain or preſen 
it. Let me trample upon all thoſe ſecul 
Intereſts that would rob me of ſo great 
Good: Let me ſpeak continually of Pex 
to them that will it not, and of thy Me 
cy ſweeten the Sharpneſs of their Spiriiſþ 
O Holy of Holies, vouchſafe me that Hi 
neſs, without which I ſhall never ſee G1 
Cleanſe me from all carnal Affection 
which caſt a Veil upon my Spirit, fen 
hinder it from beholding thoſe Truthre! 
which are to be my Light and Guide ls 
the way to eternal Life. My trail Body ece 
fram'd of the Duſt of the Earth, and is Mot 
much more earthly by Sin, than by Mupt 
courſe Materials whereof it conſiſts. 

my firſt Generation makes me a Son oft 
earthly Adam *, I am carthly with hin 
but by my Regencration, I am thy Son, 


„ Ge GERT Ads EE. ONT ˙ LHn_ 


he, Tel 
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Wi-:venly Adam. Give me then thy heaven- 
Wy Likeneſs, and happily deſtroy the Un- 
worthineſs of my Firſt Birth, by the Glory 
and Excellence of the Second. Let me be 
Wot the Earth, without being earthly : Let 
e live upon the Earth, but not be in Love 
yith it: Let it ſupport and bear me, but 
ot ſwallow me up: Let me walk there- 
Won, without taking up my Abode ; and be 
always on the march towards Heaven, 
rhich is my true Countrey. Thy Grace 


ath already put me. 


n the way; hath 
rected and upheld 
Steps; is the 
auſe of my Pro- 


reſls and Advance; 


V. 15. Looking dili- 
gently, leſt any Man 
fail of the Grace of God, 


and hath never yet 


een wanting to my beſt Endeavours. But, 
las! I fear that I have been greatly wan- 
Wig in my Obſervance of, and Correſpon- 
lence with it: I not only fear, but know too 
yell that I am guilty of this Fault. I con- 
ſs with Confuſion of Face, that I have 
eceiv'd it into a leaky Breaſt which hath 
Wot carefully preſerv'd it: That my cor- 
pt Aﬀections have hinder'd it from acting 
me with all its Force, and in the full 
xtent of its Powers and Effects. O 
tetched Blindneſs! O criminal Negli- 
ence of my Heart in the Preſervation of 


livine Grace! O ſhamcful Loſs of the leaſt 
I Part 


| 
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Part of fo precious a Good, with who 
Profuſion of Tears ſhould I not bew 
thee! To receive that Grace of God, whi 
he is not oblig'd to give, what a Fay 
is this! To be wanting to the Graceq 
God, without which every thing elſe | 
wanting to us, what egregious Folly? Wh 
unpardonable Ingratitude ! Such is 0 
weak and infirm Condition, O mer 
ful Jeſus, by whom Grace is brought in 
the World, and without whom we can 
preſerve one Moment this precious Tri 
ſure. There are Enemies that beſet us 6 
all ſides, and continually watch to extoliff 
this Treaſure from us; but our own fal 
Hearts are of all others the greateſt En 
mies, by whoſe Inſenſibility and Negled 
is unhappily loſt, unleſs thou plcaſeſt 
bind it up, and ſeal it with the Seal of th 
Holy Spirit. Be not wanting to me, ( 
divine Grace, which art my only Riches 
Communicate thy ſelf to me, ſince I 
plead no Merit to deſerve thee : Preſen 
thy ſelf in me, ſince the Place into whic 
thou entereſt is on all ſides open and er 
pos'd : Fortify the Place, in which tho 
art willing to command. Prepare thy out 
Habitation ; cmbelliſh and adorn it; an 
be pleaſed to work therein for thy ov 
Security; becauſe Concupiſcence, whid 
ſeeks to reign without a Rival in my Heart 

2 conti 


— — 
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ontinually labours to eject thee. Tis 
hou, that muſt cut 


ewe | ? . 
vhidſWp this evil Root, = eft any Noot of 
' 0 Fer: hrs, 
arWhich produces no-— 79,4 ſpringing ub, 

* trouble von, and thereby 
ice Ming but the Fruits many be defiled : 


Death. Tis thou, 
hat muſt remove this Obſtruction to thy 
heligns, which can never accord with 


Vhen ſhall I no more ſee thee ſpring up, 
d bring forth Fruit in me! Alas! I Mil 


ext y Growth; I continually dreſs and culti- 
n fate thee, by indulging to. thee Delights 
Eu Senſe, by ſhunning the Rigors of Repen- 
le& Woce, which alone can effectually kill thee. 
eſt Het, O Grace of my God, tis thou that 
ot make me in Love with this ſalutary 
ſortification : And I earneſtly entreat this 
mnſtant and couragious Love to the laſt of 


y Days. 
IV.. 


Thou haſt ho- V. 16. Left there be 


dur d me, O my any Fornicator or pro- 
od, with the Pri- phane Perſon, as Zſau, 
7 onhege of an elder who for one Morſel of 


' but inſtead of Meat ſold his Birth- 
f . Ty: right. 

nlidering the Dig- * +. 17. Ne ow 

ty and Advanta- that afterward when he 

es of my Condi- would have inherited the 

tion, Ble 


hoſe of Concupiſcence. O accurſed Root of 
in, when wilt thou be entirely deſtroy'd! 


by Deſtruction, but contribute daily to 


Te 


— — bt — n_n—ct --=gpckg 
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Bleſſing, he was reje- tion, I have ſo li: 
_ | 7 = found n valued them, as wn 
_ 0 ePentance 5 the Pro hane E 40 
1 — | 
the World, the Flef 

and the Devil; and that not for Goods ( 
any real Value; not for any true Honoy 
Pleaſure, or Profit; but for a Conſiderati 
no better than a Meſs of Pottage, tor 
treacherous Good, for a falſe Honour, i 
Pleaſures that are full of Bitterneſs. A 
after this daring Profanation, do I preſu 
to preſent my fair before thee as deſervi 
little or no blame? Do I promiſe my 
an eaſy Recovery of the paternal Bleſſn 
which I have ſo ungraciouſly deſpis' 
Thou art deceived, my Soul, in harbou 
ing ſuch Thoughts as theſe. Rememb 
that Eſau could not obtain the Bleſſing 
had fold, altho' he beg'd it with a Flo 
of Tears; that his Repentance was unpr 
fitable and vain, and could work no Chan 
in his Father's Mind. And doſt thou 
tremble at the Terror of this Example? 
this profane Seller of his Birth-right ſpent 
Tears in vain, what will become of the 
who haſt ſcarce begun to bewail thy Sac 
lege? If his Repentance could not recon 
the Privilege he had fold, how canſt thi 
think to recover what thou haſt ſo bale 
rcnounc'd, without repenting of ſo pe 
10 


h.1: 


lu dus and deteſtable a Sale? No, my Soul, 
S wire not up thy ſelf to Deſpair, there is 
Jau et room left tor Tears and Repentance. 
ht ou haſt offended more than Eſau, but 
Fe Treatment ſhall be much more favou- 
ods ble than his. Thy Father hath more than 
onde Bleſſing tor thee ; he his rich and plen- 
ratioMful in Bleſſings. Thy Father hath a Ten- 
tor Nerneſs which the moſt tender-hearted Pa- 
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, Mats upon Earth are inſenſible of; and he 


A 
eſu 
ety 
ny 
eſſin 
pi$d 
rbou 
emb 
g 
Flod 


aits but for a ſingle Tear from thine Eyes, 
) confer on thee a much greater Bleſſing 
an thou haſt known before. O wretch- 
| Blindneſs, to ſell my Birth-right at fo 
e and cheap a rate! With what juſt Ab- 
rence do I reflect upon it! O that my Head 
re Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of 
zars, that I might at once both teſtify my 
rief, and waſh away the Turpitude of 
Crime! O that my Contrition were as 
ge and deep as the Sea, to bemoan ſo 
Wexcuſable a Profanation ! O my hea- 
nly Father, 'tis thee I have offended by 
i Altenation; and *tis to thee that I have 
ecourſe, to rid me of the Miſeries it hath 
+ theFſung'd me into. Behold me not as a ſa- 
legious Seller of the moſt ſacred Thing: 
old me as thy offending Heir: Shew 
kteſtation of the Crime, but have Pity on 
e Criminal. Puniſh the one, but fave 
e other, and receive me again into thy 
Family, 


. 
4 
| 
| 
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Family, which I have left through Ign 
rance. This, no doubt, hath been ye 
great, in quitting ſo precious a Good at! 
vile a Price. But the Hunger of Concuy 
{cence preſs'd me ſore, and I was with 
that heavenly Food which alone can (a 
fy my Heart. 1 fooliſhly deſir'd what n 
Eyes have ſeen: I have enjoy'd what 
vainly deſir'd; and my Enjoyment 
prov'd the Loſs of much more valuable] 
lights, My former Satisfactions are 
come the Subject of my Diſpleaſure: 
falſe Repoſe is changed into real Troub 
The Food that provok'd my Appetite, 
turn'd to a deadly Poiſon. O precious Bi 
right ſo unſeaſonably parted with! O fool 
Alienation of ſo glorious a Privilege, 
ſuch wretched, paltry Viands! 0 fe 
and powerfut Tears, with which I hope 
recover the Heritage of my Father! Bie 
forth and flow without ceafing : Be in 
Day-time my conſtant Employ, be in i 
Night my Slecp and my Repoſe. Mi 
ſten my Bread, and ſwell my Cup, wal 
my Bed *, and let me ſwim in thy falu 
ry Stream to cleanſe and purify my Sp 
O ſaving Repentance, ſince by thee alc 
I can be reſtor'd to the Good I am ſo 
ſibly deprived of; be thou hencetorth 


* Pal. 6. 6. 
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lation ! 


Lord, when I 
template thee as 
judge, methinks 
ee thee exalted on 
Throne in the 
it of Thunder 

d Lightnings, as 
Wod of old was, 
hen he deſcended 
Mount Sina to 
2 his Law to the 
hildren of Jſrael. 


ze, Nader this View, I 
) ag ſeiz'd with Ter- 
oper, and durſt no 
ere approach thee 


2 11 Wan thy choſen Peo- 
ni; who in the 
igt of their A- 
niſnment, ſaid, 
not the Lord ſpeak 
ws any more, that 
di: not. But when 
conſider thee on 
painful Croſs, or 
n thy holy Altar 
the Pledges and 
Tokens 


ſo | 


Yrth 


le Miſtreſs and my Guide, my only Re- 
ce, my Reſt, my Hope, and my Con- 


V. 


V. 18. For ye are not 
come unto the Mount 
that might be touched, 
and that burned with 
Fre, nor unto Blackneſs, 
aud Darkneſs, and Tem- 

LE) 

K 75 19. And the Sound 
of a Trumpet, and the 
Voice of Words, which 
Voice they that heard, 
intreated that the Word 
ſhould not be ſpoken to 
them any more : 

V. 20. (For they conld 
not endure that which 
was commanded, and if 
ſo much as a Beaſ# touch 
the Mountain, it hall 
be ſtoncd, or thrujl 
through with a Dart. 

V. 21. And fo ter ri- 
ble was the Sight, that 
Moſes ſaid, I exceeding- 
ly fear aud quake.) 

V. 22. Bat ye are 
come auto Mount Sinn, 
auto the City of the Li- 
wing Goa the heavenly 
FJeruſalem, and to an 

iunu- 
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innumerable Company of 
Angels, 

V. 23. To the general 
Aſſembly, and Church of 
the Firſt- born, which are 


written in Heaven, 


Tokens of thy Lo 
I am filled w 
Hope and Compo 
I can then ſee n 
thing about thee h 


Tokens of Grace; 
Mercy: Every thing invites me to approat 
and ſpeak freely to thee of my Miſeref 
and to ſupplicate the Pardon of my $i 
Tis to this Mountain of Love, O my & 
that we belong, and not to that anc 
Mountain of Juſtice, *Tis of the Hol 
the City of the Living God, the heaven 
ruſalem, inhabited by an innumerabl: Ci 
pany of Angels: of the Church of the Fr 
born, whoſe Names are written in Hen 
that we have the Honour to be Citiz 
O beautiful Gates of Sion, which the lo 
loveth above all the Dwellings of Jacib! 
magnificent City of God, what glorio 
Things are ſaid of thee, and ho ſhort 
they come of thy Glory! Let us cal 
mind the former Splendors of Tyre and 
don, the many ſumptuous Palaces wii 
the World hath boaſted fo loudly of, al 
where ſuch immenſe Heaps of Wealth hap” 
been treaſur d up; and we ſhall find nothi 
that reſembles thee, O unſhaken Taber 
cle of the Living God. How unſpeaka 
happy are thy bleſt Inhabitants, who cl > 


a laſting and ſecure Peace, and pra | 
| 0 
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ad to an Eternity of Ages? How long 


Wi 


5 


hon, tis true, art 
eſupreme Judge both 
quick and dead, but 
ou art the merci- 
Saviour of them 
th. Thou art the 
ediator of the New 
venant, which is 
of Swcetneſs and 
nder Mercy. Thy 


cio, Blood cries 


d weariſome do I find my Pilgrimage in 
is Valley of Tears, where I tread upon 
e Brink of ſuch frighttul Precipices! And 
t how happy am I, to walk in the Hope 
reſting one Day in this bloſt Abode ! Let 
e have a juſt Confidence in thy Goodneſs, 
Lord, of entring into this heavenly Ci- 
and let me boldly approach to hear 
awful Voice, not of Death and Con- 
mnation, but of Lite and Favour to me. 


and to God the 
Judge of all, and io the 
Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, 

V. 24. And to Feſus 
the Mediator of the New 
Covenaut, and to the 
Blood of ſprinkling, that 
ſpearxeth better Things 
than that of Abel. 


dud, but tis for Grace and Pardon, and 
it for Vengeance, like that of Alels. O 
avenly Father, if the Effuſion of thy Son's 
d provokes thee to Anger; let the gra- 
ous Petitions that he offer'd up, incline 


nee to Pity. I confeſs my ſelf of the Num- 


r of thoſe that were the Cauſe of ſhed- 
ng his rightzous Blood; but if it was 
kd for my Sin, it was for expiating the 


Guilt 


— 
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Guilt thereof. It is the Blood of Ranſon 
the Blood of the Covenant, the Blood « 
Reconciliation, the Blood of Peace. Gi 
ear, Lord, to its Voice, which is ſo faro 
rable to me, and look not to the Multitud 
of my Sins. Grant that I may lend an E 
. to the ſame Voit 

V. 25. See that ye reſuſe that ſpeaks in n pre 
not him that ſpeaketh * 5 Hearr, and inſtru Tf 

me in ſuch admirabiM:; 

Truths. O precious Blood of Jeſus pour 
out for my Salvation, how juſt and reak 
nable is it that I ſhould hearken to thet 
But what a deaf Ear have I turn'd tot 
gracious Call ! What an Averſion hare 
had to thy ſaving Doctrine! How hare 
been eſtrang'd from following thy he 
Precepts! Thou telleſt me that I mult drit 
of the Cup of Tribulation, if I would! 
profited by thee. There is nothing thai io 
have a greater Abhorrence of: I love Wt | 


drink of the Cup of Pleaſures, which the i t 
famous, proſtitute Babylon preſents me witÞunc 
tho? it contains a deadly Poiſon ; and IMs e. 
to drink of the wholſome Waters of Aff H 
ction, which are held out to me by the trafic E: 
the 

* Videte ne recuſetis loquentem. Eſtius 7 2 * 
is the pracdog bell, See that ye refuſe mor the bl en 
ſpeakerth, &c. to which Conftruftion our Author agrers. al! 
+ 1. C. The wicked World, iron 


Phyſic 
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om wſician of Souls. And do I thus foolifh- 


0 ( 
All 
V0! 
tud 
E 
[ O10 


refuſe to hearken to thee, 
ice, which ſpeakeſt only for my eternal 
elfare, and as fooliſhly think to eſcape 
e Puniſhment due to the Contempt of thy 
ur, O Jeſus, my Lawgiver and my King, 
ho art now inthron'd in higheſt Bliſs with 


O divine 


; nWreme Authority over all? The Contempt 


I 


md by the 1ſrae- 
to the Angel 
at ſpoke to them 
the Name of the 
rd, was very ſe- 
rely puniſf'd; and 
aueh I think that the 
areontempt offer'd to 
hoe God of Angels 
drinall go unpuniſh'd? 
1d Weak then, O my 
riour, for thy Ser- 
nt heareth : Shake 
the powerful 
und of thy Voice 
Ws carthly Maſs of 
Heart, as of old 
e Earth was ſhaken 
the gtving of the 
w on the ſacred 
ount. This ſalutary 


tru 
rab 
Our 
cal 
thet 


0t 


ing fhall ſettle it 


for if they eſcaped 

not who refuſedbim, that 

ſpake on Karth, much 
more fhall not we eſcape, 
if we turn away from 
him that ſpeateth from 
leauen : 

V. 26. Hhoſe Voice 
then Duos the Earth + 
but wow he hath promi- 
ſed, ſaving, Net once 
more I faake not the 
Earth oui, but aſſo 
Heaven. 

V. 27. Aud this Mord 
yet once more, ſigniſieth 
the removing of thoſe 
Things that are jhaken, 
as of Things that are 
made, that thoſe Things 
which cannot be ſhaken 
may remain. 


the more, and keep 


tom being ſhock'd with Fear when thou 
ſhalt 
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ſhalt come in Glory to judge the Word 
when at thy ſecond coming, which þ 
be in the Terrors of Juſtice, the Heat 
ſhall melt with ferdent Heat *, and ir 
Earth, with all the Works that are ther 
ſhall be deſtroy'd ; that upon the Ruins 
the old Creation, the new one may ta 
place, which ſhall be the unſhaken, inc 
ruptible Heritage of the Sons of God. 
VI. 

O frighttul Shock of the old World ; 
the coming of the ſupreme Judge! How 
it poſſible that I ſhould not dread thee, 
ſhould ſo little dread thee, or dread 1 
thing elſe but thee ; or that if I dread the 
I ſhould ſo eagerly love what I love up 
Earth, and be ſo miſcrably attached to 
Do I disbelicve the ruinous Concuſſion 
this lower World? I mult then belie the 
cred Oracles, which give abundant Tel 
mony there:o. Can I imagine that I ſh 
be wholly exempt from the Terror of it 
I muſt then think that the God of Julti 
will act unjuſtly in my behalf. Do I tl 
my ſelf guilty but of a few, flight, incon 
derable Faults ? I muſt then ſtifle the Voi. 
of Conſcience, which caſts horrible R 
proaches on me. Alas! + The Powers 
Heaven ſball be ſpaken in that terrible i 
and can I think to paſs unmoy'd ? It er. 


* 2 Pet. 3 10. DP Mat. 24. 29. 
Nt 
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odo! oprizh ſhall then quake with Fear, 
ſh pd hardly eſcape this dreadful judgment, 
awe i.it will then become of me, a wretched 
d Mriminal 2 Whither ſhall I go: Or where 


all 1 fly for Shelter from the avenging 
kynderbolts that ſhall pierce the guilcy 
leads? O let me then in this, my Day of 
race be hiPd with a holy Fear of this laſt 
nd violent Commotion. This Fear will 
e to me the Beginning and Perfection of 
1d W/iidom. It will prevent my falling into the 


ow Merr:ble Hands of the Living God: Ic will 
re, Work in me the pleaſing Hope of cntring 
d ro endleſs Glory. Whatever is upon the 
the arch is moveable and tranſient, . uch like 
upq e gaudy Scenes of the Theatre, that are 
to Montinually ſhifting, as the Variety of Cir- 


unſtances, and Difference of the Parts re- 
ure. How many times in the few Years 
hat I have liv'd, have I beheld a changing 
cene in Kingdoms as well as private Fa- 
Wilics? What Inconſtancy of Thoughts, 
JulWclions and Affections, have I not remarked 
tu my ſelf 2 Have not the Paſſions in their 
colfMercral Turns, play'd an unhappy Part 
Voithin me > The moſt rude and boiſterous, 
e Mie they not oft times taken Polieſſion 
„ny Heart > What Diſorder, Grief, and 
e Di onfuſion, have I not ſuffer'd in their cruel 
It !Wcrvice > Where have I been able to find 


— —— ꝙE— ᷣ —̃ — — 


* Tix 7 4 ¹ 041 of this World paſſer? 4) away, 1 Cor. 7 — 
any 
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any thing firm and ſtable > Have I not! 
ſtead thereof met with a perpetual Inf 
bility and Unſettledneſs, even in th; 
which ſeem'd to have the greateſt $t 
bility and Firmneſs? O fallacious Scene 
this unſettled World. how deceitful is th 
Beauty | How dangerous are thy Pleaſure 
and Divertiſements! How vain and dely 
ſory thy Pomps | How mean and tranſien 
thy Glory! O immoveable Kingdom of Gu 
to which I am a 

V. 28. Wherefore we led, how ſubſtanti 
receiving a Kingdom ally true is thy Gh 
which cannot be moved, ry | How delight 
let us have Grace, * fatisfying n 
Ho 


whereby we may ſerve 
God acceptably, with Pleaſures ! . 
Reverence and godly firm and laſting 1 
Fear : Duration! ?Tis tho 


| alone ſhalt engt 
my Deſires, and inſeparably bind me t 
thee : *Tis for thee only that henceforth 
will continually ſigh : For thee only, 
I will inceſſantly ſpend my Strength: I 
in the Hope of thee alone, that I ſhall f 
Comfort in this my State of Exile, whet 
in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Gene 
tion *, I am conſtrain'd to live. But, 0 G 
rious and Eternal King of this Kingdom ti 
ſhall never have an end, *tis thou that mu 
enable me to execute thoſe great Mk 


e 


hy 
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ſens, which I have enter'd upon, and to 
which I am ſo ſtrongly bound. Vouchſafe 
me then the Grace, of a firm and laſting 
Love, that my Deſires may never change; 
of a ſincere and profound Reverence, that 
tl may always walk as in the Preſence of 
my King and my God ; of a true filial 
Fear, that omitting no Inſtances of Duty, 
nor placing any Confidence in my ſelf or 
others, my Hope may be entirely fix d on 
thee, who workeſt in me both to will and to 

5 of thy good Pleaſure x. O God, who art 
Wl: conſuming Fire to 

thy Enemies: Be F. 29. For our God 
hou to me, whom 74 conſuming Fire. 
hou honoureſt with 
he gracious Title of a Son, a bright and 
purifying Fire; that I may be joined to 
ee in the Brightneſs of thy Glory, and 
onſummated in the Ardors of a perfect Cha- 
ty, which can then only be, when we 
tall fee thee Face to Face, and not through 
ag darkly as we now ſee thee upon 
th. 


* Phil. 2. 13. + 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
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I. 


1 Uman Natur 
V. i. Let brotherl, which J bes 
+ i r ge in common with 0 
fol „ outerta £m. er en, Gone 
gers, for thereby ſome lone teach me I 
DU geln maintain an inviola 
unatbares. ble Charity wit 
them: Baptiln 

which renders me with ail thoſe that hay 
receiv'd it, Members of the ſame Body, and 
Chiidren of the ſame Father, ſhould be t 
us an additional Band of Lore and Unio 
Nevertheleſs, 1 frequently find my ſelt, ( 
my Saviour, in a Diſpoſit'on far wide 
this B:otherly Love; or if I love my Bee Tl 
thren, *tis for ſome By-reſpects, and aft Of 
ſuch a carnal, ſelfl intereſted Manner, as Hitec 
no means thou canſt be pleas'd wiſe" 
Since then fraternal Love, O loving Jclug}®* 
is thy ſpecial Ordinance ; grant me tl o 
Spirit of a trve Chriſtian Love, and puriſſ 
my Heart not from all Bitterneſs and Hit 
tred only, but from the leaſt Averſion . 
Diſlike, and whatever ſtands not with thi ly 
cordial Aflection, which thou halt mad 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Duty. E bo 
me weep with thoſe that weep , and bear ti 
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Chains of thoſe that R 
are in Bonds: Let 
me have a tender 
Snſe of the Evils 
that they ſuffer ; and 
eacily adminiſter 
the beſt Comtorts 
that I cap. If I can yield them no ſuitable 
Relief, let my Bowels yearn at leaſt in Com- 
paſſion to them; and may it ſomewhat alle- 
riate the Burthen of their Sorrows, to find 
ne ſo deeply attected with their Sufferings. 
II. 
Thou, my Savi- , 
our, haſt contracted 
an honourable Marri- 
ge with thy Church, 
in which, two ſeemingly mcompatible 
Things, the Vi irginity and Fruitfulneſs both 
of Bride and Br.dcgroom, are happily uni- 
ted. The Marriage ot the Faithtul is a fi- 
purative Repreſentation of thine, but it too 
often ſwerves from the Purity of this divine 
Original; and by how much the more ho- 
nourable it is in-it{clt, ſo much the more is 
it diſhonour'd by the Corruptneſs of the 
married; who, inſtead of obeying its ho- 
y Laws, are driven by the Heat and Im- 
petus of carnal Detir:, that knows no! 
bounds. Correct, O Lord, this gricvous 
Diſorder, and teach them to diſcern the 
N 3 Sanctity 
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V. 3. Remember them 
that are in Bands as 
bouad with them, and 
them wyich Jajfer Ad- 
Vc es as oc img your 


felves allo iu the Baay. 


Marriage is hoe 
nomralle ia all, aud the 


Bed mdefiled 
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Sanctity of this holy Ordinance, which th 
Apoltle honours as the lively Figure of thy 
myſtical Union with thy * Church. Teach 
them to honour an Alliance, which thoy 
wert pleas'd to honour with thy Preſence 
and to guard with the Purity of thy Pre. 
cepts. Let not worldly Intereſt, the Lore 
of Riches, or Indulgence to fleſhlysLuſt, be 
any longer the Motives to bring the Faith 
ful into theſe ſacred Bonds; let their De 
fires be chaſte and pure, and let them no 
fly off from the Ends of this holy Inſtitu- 
tion, which is not for ſatisfying the Inor-i 
dinacies of the Flefh, but for raiſing up a 
holy Seed to thy Honour and Service. 
Suffer them not to turn the Remedy of In- 
continence, into the Food and Nouriſh- 
ment of it; nor ſo far forget the holy R. 
ors of thy Goſpel, as to make the Grati- 
— of Senſe their chiefeſt Pleaſure and 
Delight. Inſpire the Faithful, O King & 
Saints, with a ſincere Love of this Chriſti- | 
an Purity. Let Fornication appear dread- 
ful to ſuch as are called by thy Name, Nui 
whoſe Bodies are conſecrated Temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt; and give them an 
utter Abhorrence of 
Aut W horemongers, the Name of Adu- 
and Adulterers, God tery, not fo much 
will judge. for fear of the Pw 


* Ephel. 5. 32. 
niſhment 
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ment thou wilt inflict on Crimes ſo con- 
ary to their holy Profeſſion, as that they 
mot commit them without diſpleaſing 
hee, and falling into the moſt monſtrous. 
nſenſibility and Unthankfulneſs to thy 
codneſs. It is true, that the Law in their 
Ambers is continually warring againſt the 
aw of their Mind ; that the Temptations 
o Uncleanneſs are many and frequent, and 
n entire Conqueſt thereof is very difficult 
nd rare: But thy Grace is a powerful 
aw that enables us to perform, what it 
ves us in Command, and puts the Body 
nto a happy Captivity to the Law of the 
ind. The greater and more powerful 
Pur Enemies are, the more thy Grace re- 
-oubles its Strength, the more glorious 
-Friumph it brings to thoſe that place 
atl-Wheir Confidence in that, and not in them- 
and elves, 
3 Ol bg. * . 
it: Covetouſneſs is 7 
ad Ine baneful Ro t of af . % J. Fer Jour Car- 


e; may it be 9 be without Co- 
les hy good Pleaſure, ; 
an Lord, to lay thine Axe to the Root of this 
: ofWiccurſed Tree, ſo pernicious in its Fruits; 
lub o cut it down, and caſt it into the Fire 
ich Mo be entirely conſumed. O Jeſus, the 
ountain of * Water ſpringing up unto- 
* Tim. 6. 10. ＋ John 4. "FUL == 
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Life eternal, ſtop this Source of malignanfſy;. 
Poiſon, that overilows the Face of the whol@,y | 
Earth. Impower thoſe that call themſelye temp 
thy Diſciples to practiſe thy heavenly Dodrav 
ctrine, which carries them to a Contempfdenc 
of preſent Goods, and to the longing Dine 
ſire of thoſe that are to come. Mae 
them in Love with that holy Poverty thofflſay, 
haſt ſo dęarly lov'd, in which thou wa 
born, haſt liv'd, and wert pleas'd to didl;y u. 
Teach them to har 

aud be couteut with no anxious Thought L. 
ſuch things as ve have: for the Morrow, nhc | 
fretting Solicitud$'; 

and Care for the future, which equally oficrs 
fends both thy Goodneſs and thy Pro Nam 
dence; ſince as a moſt wiſe, mighty, anpcci 
gracious Father, thou knoweſt what they hu p 
ned of * ; canlt give it them when that ct; 
pleaſeſt, and give it in ſuch a manner, +1! 
ſerves beſt to their Sanctification and SalvShotir 
tion. Why are ye then afraid, O ye of /iſ{hic 
tl? Faith ? Hath not the God of Truhe! 
ſaid to every one of you, [will never f lea (4) 
you, nor forjake vou Moa 
for he hath ſaid, 1 Let our angry, Med 
ill never leave thee vengeful EnemiQear 
Hor forſaxe thee. mutually combine heir 
gainſt us: let om 
perfidious Friends make inceſſant War upoſþy t 


Ch. 


PSS 
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* Mit. 0. 32. ” Deut. 31. 8. 
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anus; let us to all Appearance be void of a- 

ory human Succour; yet ſhould not this 

veltcmpt us to with- ; X 

Do draw Our Conſi- V. 6. e 8 —_ 
' p di _ T3) jar, The Lord is 

npMocnc2 trom the di- 1 

Dine Affiſtance: Still , fs 7 wi 

* fine Aſliſtance: Still „%, ar wh at Man f. al 

ak WC ſhould bo! dly do ite ine. 

20. lay, The Lo, d 1s my 

verielper, I will not ſear what Man can do un- 

oh 0 Me * 


lay IV. 

ol Lord, thou ſceſt 

, tic Contempt that V. 7. Remember them 
dals u pon thy Mini- V Mich pave tho 4 ule = 
der yuh, twin hate Po- 


ers, who in thy 
orfnName, and by thy 
pecial Command, #f& 7,» wmyfiderin 2 the 
bao publiſh the Ward ah 1 of their Converſa- 
thoppf eternal Lite. Thou 2-0 
» Mec!t the ſturdy Op- 
lupo ion the \Worlu makes to their Deſigns, 
hich tend to draw oft thy Children from 
he Love of this World, which they have 
d ſolemnly renounced, Thou hearck their 
loans, and their Tears no doubt are P'a- 
ed in thy Sight. Take from them this 
car; Load of Contempt, not ſo much tor 
heir {axcs, as for the Honour of thy grcat 
3 and that thou may ſt be gloriiied 
y their Miniſtry. Let thoſ: remarkable 


* Fal. 118. 9. 
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Words, which thou ſaidſt concerning then 
He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſcth me *, ſink dec 
into the Hearts of thoſe that call themſclye 
thy Servants; and let them render to th 
Miniſters that Deference and Reſped rer 
which their Faith obliges them to, and fat 
the want of which thou wilt enter int 
Judgment with them. Remove all the Ob 
ſtacles that the Prince of this World make 
to the good Deſigns thou inſpireſt the 
with, Fortify and encreaſe their Strengtiiſf 
and Courage, that they may never flinc 
and give back in the Diſcharges of thei 
Duty ; but may continually look up to thee 
as the ſole End and Reward of all their 
Labours. Let them in ſuch wiſe converk 
with thoſe, whom it is their Duty to in 
{tru&t, that their Converfation may be 
continual Leſſon, filently to inform the ig 
norant, and powerfully to confound the e 
pinionative and ſelf-conceited. Let the! 
Faith be ſo quick and lively, as to giveſſjalt 
new Lite and Vigor to the weak and lan-Wwit 
guid. Enable them by the Strength offfbur 
this Faith, to do, to bear, and ſuffer all Mh 
to conquer and ſurmount all, and rendetiſet 
to thee the Glory of all, as from whomſſſanc 
they receive all, and to whom they deſiteſot 
to be all; that in a final State of Gloty, 


— — ——— $24 


* Lul.c | {<p 15. 


thou 
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hen bou may'ſt be all in them, and all * things 
0 every one. 1 


The moſt illuſtrious Princes upon Earth, 
rere but of ſhort Continuance; they en- 
er d into Lite with Sighs and Tears, in 
he ſame humble manner with the meaneſt 
pf their Subjects. If to Day they ſhine 
forth in a full Blaze of earthly Glory, yet. 
| this Pomp and Splendor, 1s rather 
in empty Shadow, than a real Truth: 
heir Memory will ſuddenly be de- 
Rroyed, and they ſhall be deeper bu- 
ried in the Remembrance of their former 
WAdorers, than in their magnificent and 
Mcoltly Tombs. But far unlike to this is 
thy Glory, O Jeſus, King of Kings, who 
Nrith Regard to thy divine Nature, wert 
ig In the Boſom of thy Father &er the Ages 
e began to flow, and kneweſt no Beginning. 
Thou art alſo in an 
| aſtoniſhing to day N V. 8. Feſus Chriſt, 
with reſpect to thy He ſame yeſterday, and 

offfflkluman Nature „ #79 day, and for ever. 
al; rhich is now ſeated 
derſjat the Right Hand of God, in full Power 
omſand Majeſty, without the leaſt Poſſibility 
fireFWot a Change. O adorable Eternity of my 
daviour and my King! O ineffable To day, 
marvellous to endleſs Generations! This 


—— — — — 


9 1 Cor. 15. 28. 


N 6 divine 
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Sl k 
divine :ſterday, which ſhews thou haſt { 
ever been, is peculiarly thine, as the H 
of God, which is God himſelf. The T:ſterdy 
of Men is now no more, and can never u 
ruin again; it paſſeth like the Waters of Mel 
River that are loſt in the unfathiomable Ofkis 
cean, and can never find a Way to theWhis 
wonted Channels: But thy 1:/?erday, O mWIt t 
Lord, is the very ſame with thy 7s dy, anWb * 
thy Zo all Generations. As no Time haWwa: 
flow'd before thee, ſo none flows at prime 


ſent to thee, nor ſhall ever flow. The 
Terms, of I ſterday and To day, which mari 
out the different States of Exiſtence ot al 
created Things, are ſufficient Proofs « 
the Weakneſs of human Language; by 
very unfit Expreſſions of thy glorious Pati 
fect;ons. O how hippy do I eſteem my» - 
ſelf to be the Subject of a King, who 
Kingdom commenced not in a fecbeg 
Birth, in a violent Uſurpation, or in any offend 
ther Title than that of his divine Eſſence C 
How inexpreſſibly happy am I to obey that 
Sovereign Monarch, who To day is ſo greatWicn 
ſo rich, ſo good and gracious to thoſe h 
governs; and who will be poſſeſod of thut 
ſame Glory, and Riches, the ſame bounds: 
jeſs Love and Goodneſs to all Eternity Wo i 
Why then ſhould I let go my Faithfulne ö. 
fince he is to me the ſame powerful ap. 
loving Lord? How ſhall I be able , * *n 
Cape 


[ 
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ape his avenging Hand, who is as ſtron 

and mighty Zo day as he hath ever been ? 
With what diſtant Futurity ſhould I Qatter 
and delude my felt, ſince Time future, as 
well as preſent, are in his Hands, who in 
his Will, his Power, and the Execution of 
his righteous Purpoles, admits no Change? 
Eiben I was faithful Yeſterda ry, let me be 
ſo To day, and always continue ſo: If I 
was Yeſterday diſobedient to his Will, let 
me render to him To day a ſincere Obedi- 
ence; becauſe I know not whether I ſhall 
be To morrow in a Condition to ſerve him. 


da; like to his Leſterd. 275 and his 7⁰ Morrow; 
but as for thee, my Soul, if thy Teſter day 
uth been bad, tis th iy Glory to have thy 
day not to be like it, and: nuch lels thy 
0 mos r to reſ.mble it. The To day of 
Repentance. will <tiace the I fterday of Sin, 
nd aflure thee the To mrrow of Salvation. 
Lubappy Teflerday, lo quickly art thou 
paſs'd away, and hal: left me under the De- 
flements of m) Stn ! , How haſt thou given 
: 4 troubleſome 7 d l.:y Ho doſt thou 
ut me in Fear of a «dreadt.l To morrow ! 
AS thy ſelt, my Soul, what there remains 
0 thee Of 1%, of day f > Recal, if thou a t able, 
hoſe fleeting Hours, which in hs Falle 
Jpinion, have ſo ſweetly ſtow'd: Thou 
anſt only do this by a ſaint Remembrance 
OL 


Tis his glorious Perfection to have a To 


& 
: 
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of thy paſt Pleaſures, which can have n 
other Place than in thy Thoughts. judg 
then, upon the whole, whether thou ha 
Reaſon to think thoſe Hours to have ſweet 
ly flow'd, which have leſt ſo. much Gal 
and Bitterneſs behind. O Jeſus, who 
Eternity anſwers all our Diſtinctions of pal 
preſent, and to come, teach me to gin 
thee due Honour and Worſhip, to ſerve 
and fear, and love thee at all times : An 
for this, let me have one conſtant, immu 
table To day. As for my former Loves, k 
that be a Teſterday, that ſhall never retun 
more: Let thy heavenly Glory, throug 
Faith and Hope, be a To morrow alway 
preſent to me, to cheriſh my drooping Spill 
rits, and ſuſtain me under the burthenſom 
Afflictions of this preſent Life. 


VL. 

V. 9. Be not carried E 3 10 k 
about with divers and "> 
ſtrange Docrrines: ſus, thou art alſoth 

Doctrine of thy Fa 
ther (as * one of thy Servants expreſſeth it; 
but as the Word Incarnate, thou aſſureſt us 
that thou ſpeakeſt not of thy ſelf, and. thi 
the Words are not thine, but his that fe 
thee +. I receive them then as the Word 
of God, deliver'd by him that is Go 
Man; and return my moſt humble Than 


* St. Auguſtin. + John 7. 16. 


fot 


iz. JESUS CHRIST. 2.79 


or favouring me with the Knowledge of 
hat Doctrine, which thou haſt drawn from 
he lame Boſom in which thou wert begot- 
en. Corrupt Nature hath taught me one 
ul of Error and Corruption. Human In- 
Wiructors have given us Leſſons, charg'd 
rith Pride under the ſpecious Diſguiſe of 
iſdom; and the World furniſhes us with 
n unhappy Knowledge, that ferves only 
o keep us from the Knowledge of the 
Truth. Thou, in Compaſſion to our Ig- 
jorance, O adorable Preceptor, art come 
tuo take us from this School of Sin, to tranſ- 
oW/ant us into thine, where thou teacheſt us 
lau which is brighter than the Sun, and: 
Wnparts Heat unto the Will, in Proportion 
the Light it yields to the Underſtanding. 
new and excellent Inſtructer, of a new 
d better Knowledge! Is it poſſible that 
th ſhould abandon thee, to go and hear a- 
Fain thoſe old Preceptors that have led me 
o tho many Faults and Errors? O heavenly 
Doctrine of him, in whom are hid al the 
reaſures of divine Wiſd:m and Knowledge ! 
t un I ever difreliſh thy Sublimity and thy 
thaFWurity > Thou comprehendeſt all in one 
ſengie Precept; for thou teacheſt me to 
oraWre the only true God, whom I ought to 
ore; ſincerely to love whom 7s the fulfilling 
nF the Law. Thou, divine Knowledge, 
ll ſaiteſt the Condition of my Being, as 
| thou 
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thou teacheſt me, to purſue directly h 
Love, the main End for which I was mad: 
Whereas worldly Knowledge diverts m 
from this chief End, and hurries me int 
ſtrange Loves, that will at length deprit 
me ot the only woridly Object of my Lo Hion 
And yet I find in me fo ſtrong a Propeiſſiiby 
ty to embrace this falſe and treachcrouWm 
Good, becauſe ſo agreeable to my depth. 
ved Notions and Aﬀections; that within 
thy Grace, O Jcius, I ſhall undoubted 
receive it, and make it the ſtanding Rulon 
of my future Conduct. Impreſs thy beg 
venly Doctrine, O divine Inſtructer, upon: 
my Heart, who art pleas'd to make oufuci 
Hearts the Scat of thy Reſidence ; h 
v. ho alone canſt conduct thither the Word cer 
of Lite, which thy Miniſters communicaMri 
only to our Ears. Sutter not my ficil"v! 
Heart, to be carried abit with divers Dio 
£171 es, that are wholly Strangers to tie 
Golpe] ; and which, tho' taught and se 
ceiv'd by many, can never obtain a Rig 
of Citizenſhip. Thy Doctrine, and rat 
the Sentiments of worldly Men, is the He 
Truth: Thou haſt taught us what thy Fl 
ther hath ſhewn thee ; and thy M.nilterip**« 
are bound to teach what they learn offÞ:# 
thee only, and not what they find in the 
own Breaits; that vhich may give the 
Glory, not that which blows up the Pri 

al 
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l 1d Vanity of Men; that. which leads and 
ears them to tlice, not that which arreſts 
nd ſtays them in themſclves ; that which 
5 conducive to thy Honour, not that which 
fitted to their loole and carnal Inclina- 
ons; that which confirms and eſtabliſhes 
hy Kingdom, not that which ſupports the 
:mpire of the World, which is thy pro- 
eld Enemy. Honour and adorn thy 
urch, O holy Jeſas, with ſuch faithful 


ted inuters, as may draw their Doctrines 
RulWom the pure Fountain ſet open to us in 
heaWiy holy Goſpel. Enlighten them, to di- 


tingurſh {ound and wholſome Waters, from 
uch as flow in poiſonous and deſtructive 
hannels. Give them the Prudence to di- 
cern the Weight and Meaſure of their Di- 
ribution, that they may not overwhelm 
Jose,. whom they ought to refreſn, and 
own thoſe, whoſe Thirſt they are to 
haench. Arm them with invincible Cou- 


) th 

| age, that void of all human Regards, all 
igt cular Intereſts and Detigns, they may 
| roÞvater the Garden of thy Church, in _ 
religo Flower can have any true Beauty, 

ö F ant preſerve its proper Virtue, no Tree 


ke deep Root and flouriſh, but by the 
ratcful Supplies and kindly Nouriſhment 
dt this keavenly Water, poured forth in its 
ative Purity. But in providing fit and 
rotthy Inſtruments of Conveyance tor this 
precious 
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precious Liquor, be pleaſed alſo to prep; 
fuch proper Veſlels as may both receive an 
retain it with reſpe&. Remove thoſ lh 
diſpoſitions that hinder it from flowing int 
their Hearts, or making a continual du 
therein. Open the Eyes of thoſe that vi 
ject it as a deadly Thing. If they are de 
ceiv'd by the Craft and Subtlety of other 
draw them from ſo groſs and dangerous 
Deception: If they deceive themſelves 
and for want of Inclination to be heal! 
do ſlight the Remedy as worthleſs and in 
effectual; manifeſt to them their Iniquity®# 
and let not the Unrighteouſneſs of the Pai 
ent, prove injurious to the Medicine. Wha 

a Bleſſing would it be, O my Saviour, 
fuch as were called by thy Name, were 1 
have thee only for their Maſter ! If the 
were acquainted with none but thy who 
ſome Doctrine; if with one Mind and Hea 
they would practiſe it; if with one Mout 
they would publiſh it; and there were ngF*” 
other Strife, no other Diſpute among then 
than who ſhould ſhew the greateſt Fain 

fulncſs and Diligence in keeping it! Ii 
thou, O Prince and Inſtructer of Peace 
that muſt cloſe up divided Spirits; tha 
being one in Will and Affection, they mi 
have no other Care than to bleſs and praile 
to love and ſerve thee ; in order to poſlel 
thy heavenly Glory, where we all ſhi 
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{Thc Food of thoſe 
crifices which the 
as did eat, could 
t ſanctity, nor e- 
bliſh them in the 
e Righteouſneſs. 
is thy Grace alone, 


d Eſtabliſhment : 


* 


one with thee, as thou art one with thy Fa- 


VII. 


tri is a good thing 
that the Heart be eſtabli- 


ſhed with Erace, not with 


Meats, which have not 
profited them that have 
been occupied therein. 


jeſus, that can give this Sanctification 
How ſhould then the 
or Aliment of human Wiſdom, or the 
Nrupt Nouriſhment of carnal Pleaſure , 
eto the Soul any true Hability? O Grace 
Jelus, as thou floweſt from him that 
— not, thou beareſt with thee a Spi- 
ot Firmneſs, that corrects the Weakneſs 
d Inconſtancy of Man's Heart, by fixing 
on God the ſupreme Good, who is un- 
angeably the ſame! It is a good and de- 
able Thing to be thus ſtrengthned and e- 
liſhed by thee : But, alas! who can 
it the Favour of this Stability ? No 
n, certainly, is worthy of it, and he 
a approaches it the neareſt, is he that 
Wks himſelf by his Unworthineſs, the 
Weiclt remov'd from it. 
the Abuſe of the gracious Aids of my 
ſealed, I am at a great Diſtance from this 
fag nable Good, My Heart, for ſome Con- 


I confeſs that 


tinuance 
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tinuance of Time, hath been ſettled a 
confirm d in Grace; but I have «ty 
careleſs ly ſu ffer'd it to {lacken and 870 
weak in the tumultuous Love of creat 
Things ; or I have vainly thought tha 
had an abundant Share of this Stabil 
and {or want of a cautious Fear of lo 
it, have not diligently intreated of him f 
Continuance of a Ble ling which at firſ 
was pleas'd to give. I have fed inde 
with Pleaſure on the Viands of Heaven, 
I have dcfir'd alſo to eat of thoſe of t| 
Earth, and at length the Guſt and Rell 
of theſe hath carried it before the «th 
I have cat and drank at thy Table, O! 
ly Jeſus, and by taſting of the torbidd( 
Fruit ot Plcaſure, may be ſaid to have eat 
allo of that of Devils. O unhappy Co 
munion! O prepoſterous Agreement 
Chrift with Belial * ] Ir the Jews whot 
: ; of the typical daa 
V. 10. We have au fices of the Lal 
Altar, whereof they have have no Right 
3720 Ki: ht to eat, which O 
ſerve the Tabernacle, partake of the Sac 
tice which thou al 
offer upon the Altar of thy Crols, 
which is fitly repreſented in the Eleme! 
of Brcad and ig ne upon the Altar of t 
Church; how can the Children of SW; 
by evil Works, row to approach thy ſac; 


* 2 Cor. 6, 15 . 
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tar, and think to receive thee into their 
tdious Hearts, where thy Enemy reigns? 
5% Altar, whereon my Saviour 7 ſuch 
oper Sy mbols repreſents himſelf bleeding 
i dying tor me! Why art thou not ſur- 
idea with vitible Angels, or devouring 
ames of Fire; with Lightning, and aven- 
ng Thunderbo! ts, to guard thee from 
e inlolent Profancrs of thy ſacred My- 
tries. O when, Chriltians, ſhall it be, 
at Love and ſtrong Deſire ſhall work in 
1, the Reſpect di ue to that holy Altar, 
om whence you are to draw your ſpiri- 
al Nouriſhment ? When ſhall we fee you 
d by the Spirit ot Sa-rifice towards Jeſus, 
ho was offer'd in Sacrifice to his Father, 
render you worthy to ſacrifice your 
ves to him? Tis thou, Lord, that muſt 
tule this Spirit of Sacrifice and Love : 
[''s thou, O Prieſt of this ſacred Altar, 
at muſt infuſe into the Hearts of Men, 
ole holy Diſpoſitions which thy Holineſs 
quires { O let my Bchaviour at thy holy 
ible be ſuitable to the M-rcy that I there 
ommemorate ; and let my Affections be 
'othy the Remembrance of a crucified 


ledecmer! Make me truly ſenſible of my 
Unworthineſs, 


and in the Tears of 

eign'd Repentance, to waſh off the 
uit of my former Unfitneſs, and Want 
Affection at thy holy Altar. The High- 
Pricſt 


f 
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h. 12 


V. It. For the Bodies -—cxay = q ene 
of thoſe Beaſts, whoſe ea t 
Blood is brought into the Blood of the d 
Sanctuary by the High- fices into the Ho 
Prieſt for Sin, are burnt of Holies, wid 
without the Camp. were offer d up i 


V. 12. I Hereſore, Je- 5 
ſus alſo, that he might the Sins of the be 


auctiſy the People with P le 4 after that i 
hi — Bluod, offered Bodies of thoſe By 
without the Gate. had been burnt wi 

out the Camp * : A 
to accompliſh this Figure, thou wert pa 
ſed, O Jeſus, to go out of the City of) 
1uſalem, to pour out thy Blood upon til 

Croſs for the Purgation of Sinners. 
me, by the Aids of thy Grace, conform 
far as poſſible to this thy great Examplh 
Let me carry my own Blood into thy 
Tabernacle, the Church ; that 1s, let n 
enter therein with the Tears of true Repei 
tance, which are the Blood of my humb 
and contrite Heart, after having ſtood a 
off with the humble Publican , who duft 
not ſo much as lift up his Eyes unto H 
ven, but ſmiting on his Breaſt, devout 
laid, God be merciful to me, a Sinner f. ſccive 
. terin 
* Levit. 16. 27. t Luke 18. 13. — 

on t! 
ie, x 
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O my God, __ . 13. Let us go forth 
= forthwith — ha to bis — 
is miſerable City ,,, he Camp, bearing 
f Babylon, whoſe de- 5 Re proach. | 
ſtable Laws and vi- 

Mous Cuſtoms I have ſo long time follow'd; 
t me not deter my going forth, on Pretence 
Fa more convenient bearing off my Goods; 
t let me leave there thoſe falſe, corrupt- 
Ws Goods, with which it hath fo long 
Mctain'd me; or rather let me conſume 
Nen in the Fire of Love, by making of 
Wc unrighteous Mammon, a Sacrifice ac- 
Wptable in thy Sight, and proper to ap- 
ae thy Wrath. Let me go forth alſo of 
ay (elf, which I find a more dangerous 
bode than defiled Baby lin; let me burn 
the Moveables of this filthy Houſe, and 
Jen the Houſe it ſelf, in the Fire of a chaſte 
d pure Love of him, who is worthy to 
loved. There was never a more dirty, 
td Goat, than this Selt-love, which is 
e Source of all Corruption; and 'tis a ſig- 
Mercy to me that thou art pleas'd to 
ceive ſo vile a Thing, for a whole Burnt- 
tering, an Odour of a ſweet Smell. O 
cred Fire of Love, deſcend from Heaven 
on this Victim, which cannot become 


* 


fes that I deſerve much rather that the 


re, unleſs thou totally conſum'ſt it. 1 


Fire 
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Fire of God's Wrath ſhould come do hot 
totally to conſume me: But in graninll hea 
me the Favour, which I am unworthy i thiz 
intrcat, the Sacrifice will turn to thy pref cus 
ter Glory. And what clſe do I deſire, in 
J-ſus, than thy Glory, to whom alone iM you 
Glory is due? *Tis my hearty Deſire, Mas t 
in this Sacrifice, every Corruption may bf cau 
entirely deſtroy'd, ſo that I may live ui wh: 
longer in my ſelf, but that Chriſt may lf ther 
in me *; that I may not live henceforth off they 
my ſelt, but for him; ſince that by him, aof a 
for hm, were all Things made +. I do ll the 
ſo much deſire to go out of my ſelf, for i Car 
ſhun the Evils that threaten me, as tor ti tho! 
Happineſs of going to thee; and am God 
prelent willing to go to thee, not in ti 
State of thy Glory, but of thy Reproacks 
I would not be found in the Arms an 
Embraccs of thy Spouſe, in her beauteo 
and delightful Garden, under the grate 
Shade of her fruittul Trees, and on th 
Brink of her cool and refreſhing Fountain 
but I deſire to mect thee without the Can 


as the Victim charged with the Sins of i go! 
People; without the City Jeruſalem, as i Co! 
Mau of Sorrows and ac uainted with Grief WM to! 


as the publick Curſe and Malediction, as i tur: 
Object of Hatred, Contempt and Scor and 


— — — 
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both to * great and ſmall; that ſo I may 
bear my Part in thy Sufferings, and ſympa- 
thize with thee in thy Sorrows. O glori- 
ous Repreaches ! My Pretenſions are too high 
in willing the leaſt Share and Portion of 
vou: It is Jeſus only that can ſo bear them, 
25 to give them Dignity and Worth; be- 
cauſe he only is perfectly exempt from 
whatever may juſtly bring them. All o- 
ther Men deſerve Reproach and Scorn, as 
they are born in Sin, which deſpoils them 
of all true Honour ; and when they receive 
the due Reward of their Sin, can have no 
Cauſe to glory in their Puniſhment. Bur 
thou, O Jeſus, waſt born the Holy One of 
God, and thy ſecond Birth in Weakneſs, is 
no leſs adorable than thy Exaltation in 
Glory. Therefore thy Reproaches are 
Crowns for thee, and not Chaſtiſements ; 
and the Dignity of the Subje& in whom 
they are found by a voluntary Acceptation, 
changes their very Nature, and takes away 
their Infamy. How can I then withour 
Raſhneſs aſpire to a Participation of thy 
glorions Reproaches: I, who am in the 
Corruptions of the Old Man, and deſerve 
to be trampled under Foot by all the Crea- 
tures ? But Love, that engag'd thee to will 
and ſufter theſe Reproaches, gives me 


Femme 


* Fiat. 22. 6, 7 » 


Q Bold- 
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Boldneſs; and as I know thou waſt ſet in 
my Place, to bear their Shame and Rigor; 
ſo I pleaſingly hope that thou wilt put me 
into thine, to have a Part in their Holineß, 
and their Glory. This Glory, I truſt, wil! 
one Day come, but at preſent, I can thin; 
of nothing but the Shame that attends 
them. What a Bleſſing is it to thee, O my 
Soul, to hold Communion with thy Maſter 
in this Contempt! O the Impiety of offer- 
ing Contempt to the Servants ot Jeſus for 
Jeſus's fake, whom all the Angels of Hea- 
ven worſhip! O the holy Sutterance of 
Contempt by the Aſſiſtance of Jclus | 0 
bleſled and advantageous Lot of Suffering 
for my Saviour Jeſus! I ſpeak of bearing 
Contempt for thy ſake, O Jeſus, but alas! 
tis thou that mult bear it in me; ſince 
without thy gracious Support, my Heart 
and Fleſh would fail, and ſink under the 
weighty Burthen. Once indeed thou wall 
aſſiſted by a Man, who on his Shoulders 
bore thy Croſs in thy Way to Calvary; but 
thou mult ſtill bear the Croſs of thy ſuffer- 
ing Servants, *til! Suffering ſhall be no more. 
And what more hcavy Croſs can be found 
to my proud and haughty Spirit, which 1s 
ſo enamour'd of it ſelf, and fo fully per- 
ſuaded of its own Excellence, than Con- 
tempt ? The leaſt Shadow of Diſreſpect 
that falls upon me, gives me great Uncæ- 

ſineis; 
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gsneſs; and how then ſhall T bear Revilings 
nin the moſt paſſionate, reproachful Terms? 
BE Tis thou, O Jeſus, who wert“ filled with 
KReproach, that muſt make me in Love 
| with a Food fo diſtaſteful to my Vanity; 
| give me therefore a Diſreliſh of that dan- 
gerous Aliment that is fo agreable to it; 
ot thoſe Praiſes and Applauſes of Men, 
"WW who are deceitful upon the Weights t, and 
ſpeak ſo often with a double Tongue. Let 
me rather take Pleaſure in the Wounds of 
an Enemy, who tells me an unpleaſing | 
Truth, than in the Flatteries of a Friend, 4 
that feeds me with pleaſing Falſhoods, If | 
my Iniquities lay me open and expos'd to | 
Shame, let me welcome it as the Fruit of 1 
that Sced, which, having ſown my ſelf, it 

is but juſt that I ſhould alſo reap. If my 
beſt Actions are cenſur'd and condemn'd, | 
let me remember, that for preaching the 
Truths of God, and publiſhing the Ap- 
proach of his Kingdom, thou waſt con- 
demned to a violent and cruel Death. Let 
me not ſpeak a word in my own Detence, 
ſince thou didſt it not in Vindication of 
thy Innocence. Let it be no Trouble to 
me, to be condemned equally by the righ- 
teous and the wicked; ſince it 1s burthen- 
'ome only to the Vanity of my Heart to 


—— — 
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diſpleaſe the Good; but Matter of wal 
Diſgrace and Shame to be approv'd by the 


Ungodly. 
* IX. 
What a ſtrange 


V. 14. F or here have Rlindneſs is it in us 
we #0 continuing City, O les 8 * 
but we ſeck one to Je us, thou Light 
come. of the World „tO treat 

Heaven as the Place 
of our Pilgrimage, and the Earth, as our 
ſettled Home? Alas! We are ſo far from 
having our Converſation in Heaven, that 
we ſcarce ever think ſeriouſly of the Place: 
So far from muſing on our Right of Citizen- 
ſhip, that we keep off at a Diſtance as per- 
fect Strangers : So far from waiting for our 
Salvation and our Saviour, that we diſre- 
gard his Glory and Delights. Our 
Thoughts, Deſires, and Affections, are 


upon the Earth: There our Spirits dwell: 


Our Hearts are pleaſingly entertained there: 
There it is that we build, and are willing 
to eſtabliſh our fix'd Abode. We ſpare no 
Pains and Coſt to rear up this mouldring 
Fabrick : We lay the Foundation thercot, 
upon the Contempt of divine and human 
Laws: We forward the Work without due 
Regard to the Lawtulneſs of the Means : 
We take for Materials the Goods of the 
Fatherleſs and Widow, and cement them 


with the Blood of the Poor: We ſerre 
| Our 
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our ſelves of all ſorts of Hands to aſſiſt the 


Work: We gather every thing together to 
ſupport our Luxury and Pleaſure, and think 
of nothing but a long Enjoyment of the 
Fruits of our Labour, and of this our per- 
iſhing Treaſure. Blind and miſerable 
Wretches that we are! We will not hear- 
ken to the Voice of the Goſpel, which 
ſays, “ Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall 
« be requir d of thee, and then whoſe ſhall 
« thoſe Things be, which thou haſt provided“! 
We make no good Uſe of the many daily 
Examples ſet before us, of the Inſtability ot 
human Affairs. We believe not thy ſacred 
Oracles, which ſay, Unleſs the Lord build 
the Houſe, their Labour is but loſt that build 
it f. We confide in our own Prudence, 
which is deceitful; in our Diligence, which 
is vain and uſeleſs; in Fortune, which is 
but a Name, and Creature of our own 
Brain. We place our Confidence in Men, 
which are but a Reed toſſed to and fro 
with the Wind, and unable to make the 
leaſt Reſiſtance to thy Will. Undeceive 
us, O God of Truth, and make us hence- 
forth diſcern the Royal City of which we 
are Citizens. Give me Grace to ſeek as I 
onght this future City, which is my pro- 
per Countrey. Grant that in this my 


Luke 12. 20. o 
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State of Baniſnment, I may have no other 
Thoughts than of laying a ſure Foundati- 
on of this eternal Abode: Let me not be 
weary in digging before-hand into the 
earthly Subſtance of my Heart by a true 
Humility ; and let me have no other Baſis 
of this Building,' than a juſt Confidence in 
thy Grace. By daily co-opcrating with 
this, let me raiſe and finiſh it : In this, let 
me fcek for whatever may adorn and enrich 
it: Let no Toil and Labour be thought 
grievous, whilſt the Work is advancing : 
And ſince the Paſſions of my Soul, and De- 
res of the Fleſh, muſt be cut, ſmooth'd, 
and poliſh' d, to enter therein; let me pa- 
tiently bear the Inciſion of the ſharpeſt In- 
{truments ; let me give up my ſelf entirely 
ro the Methods of thy wiſe Providence, and 
be ſatisſied in whatever State of Life thou 
ſhalt pleaſe to place me. O glorious and 
happy City of my God, when ſhall I ſeek thee 
with that Ardor of Affection, that thy 
Worth and Excellence deſerves ? O peaceful 
City, where there is no more Noiſe and 
Tumult, no more Strife, Faction, and Diſ- 
pute; but where all the Citizens are of one 
Heart, and of one Soul, and where no Se- 
crets are conceal'd from Strangers, becauſe 
all the Inhabitants are Brethren ! When 
ſhall I ſo perform my Duty, as to be tound 
in the Number of that bleſs'd Society ? 0 


thrice 
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Nice happy City, where there are no more 
Enemies to fear, no more Wrongs and In- 
juries to ſuffer, no more Loſſes to feel, no 
more Tears to ſned! When ſhallI be freed 
from the Captivity which I now ſuffer, in 
this Region of Death, where I now inha- 
bit? O joyful City, in which the Poſſeſſion 
of one only Good, gives-us the Enjoyment 
of every Good, which ſhall be always freſh 
and blooming , always lovely, and always 
beloved ! When ſhall I diſreliſn the falſe 
Goods of this my baniſh'd State, where I 
can find no Good, but what with Force 
may be taken from me? O bright and glo- 
rious City, which the * Lamb of God ſbal en- 
lighten with his gladding Beams! When 
ſhall J hate the Darkneſs of the Earth with 
which Jam cover'd 2 How long, my Soul, 
wilt thou ſuffer thy ſelf to be thus miſera- 
bly deceiv'd > How long wilt thou love 
Vanity, and ſeek thy Delight in the De- 
ceits of Babylon ? How long wilt thou take 


her Illuſions, for Miracles; her Phantoms, 


for Things ſolid and ſubſtantial ; her falſe 
Promiſes, for real Effects; her Poiſons, for 


| wholſome Medicines ; her Rigors, for Ca- 
reſſes; her Chains, for Liberty? Doſt thou 
not yet feel the Weight of her heavy Yoke ? 
Art thou not yet ſufficiently gall'd and vex'd 


* Rev.. 21. 23. 7 Plal. 4. 2. 


0 4 at 


- — — —— — T ——— 


— 


296 ELEVATIONS TO Ch. I;. 


at her Inconſtancy? Art thou not deeply 
enrag'd at her Ingratitude ? Art thou not 
aſhamed of thy own Baſeneſs? Doſt thou 
{till remain inſenſible of thy Diſgrace and 
intamy ? Doſt thou not behold the Pit into I pa 
which thou art fallen? O City of War, Con- vir 
fuſion, and of Death. How canſt thou be Ml fn 
ſo vexations, and yet ſo delightful to the Ml thi 
Sons of Men? O unhappy Abode! I de- ¶ co 
teſt, abhor, and quit thee for ever. I di- Ml fo 
claim thy Right of Citizenſhip : Irenounce ¶ ge 
thy Honours, thy Pomps, and thy beſt ful 
Rewards. Tis thou, O future City, that 70 
Halt polleis my preſent Eſteem, my Deſires, MW un 
and Affections. Thee, O glorious, eternal MI ah 
Abode, will I ſeek, without being ever no 
weary of the Length and Difficulty of the iſ fee 
Way. *Tis thy Remembrance that ſhall 

make me * weep on the Banks of the Ri- 

ver of Babylon, to which I am baniſh'd: MW © 
Tis in the Thought of thy Felicities, that ¶ ce 
I will delight my ſelf, in ſeeing all the MW © 
Pomps of that proud Hariot pals away, W th 
which hath made + drunk with her Cup, 
the greateſt Part of the Inhabitants of I {at 
the Earth. I will not fail to chant thy ſa- Þ te: 
cred Hyms in this Place of my Captivity; I. 
and it ſhall be theſe divine Songs that ſhall WW th 
conſole me in my Exile. If the Citizens of iſ co 


MAAC 


— 


* Pal. 137. 1. + Rev. 17. 4. 


Babylon 


FA 18 1 aa. Ah. as. ts — A. a TT" 


Ch. 13. JESUS CuRISsT. 297 


Babylln requeſt me to ſing any of their 
Songs, I will ſay, That they are forgotten, 
and ſhall never more have Place in my Me- 
d WW mory; as thou, bleſſed City, ſhalt never de- 
part from it. No, joyful City of the Li- 
- W ving God, I will never forget thee ; thou 
x falt be the Beginning and End of my Joy; 
c WW thou ſhalt be the Subject of my daily Diſ- 
- W courſe, becauſe thou ſhalt take full Poſſeſ- 
- W fon of my Thoughts. Let me ſooner for- 
get my ſelf, than thee, O glorious, peace- 
t W tul Reſt! Let my Hands be cloſed, my 
Tongue ſtick to the Roof of my Mouth *, and 
, MW unable to utter a ſingle Word, if I do not 
always place thee before my Eyes, if I do 
not inceſſantly recount thy marvellous Per- 
c WF icons, 
l X. 
; I will praiſe thee, 3 
O holy City, I will „ I 15. A there. 
celebrate — Name, 2 * offer . ihe 
. acrifice of Praiſe ro 
0 eternal King of 654 conttuually, givia 
„this immoveable Ci- Thanks 70 bis Fame. , 
9, who hath vouch- 
* f {2f'd to call me to this Royal Abode, to 
eeign for ever with thee. But where ſhall 
Ind Praiſes worthy of the Kingdom and 
| the King? Is it not a raſh Deſign to re- 
0 count thy Righteouſneſs and thy Wonders? 


* Plal. 125. 6. 
; 
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When I conſider that before I can find fi 
Words to Praiſe thee, I muſt form ſome ol: 
worthy Apprehenſion of thee ; I know that 
of my ſelf I can think * nothing that is 
good. It. I ſearch for the moſt rich and 
copious Terms of every Language; there 


are none, I ſee, that can expreſs thy inef- Ig 


V. 16. But to do good, 


and to communicate, for- 
get not, for with ſuch Sa- 


erifices God is well-plea- 


ſed. 

F. 17. Obey them that 
have the K « over yon, 
and ſubmit eur ſelves, 
for they. watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt 
g:ve account, that they 
may do it with Foy, aud 
not with Grief, for that 
3s unprofitable for you. 

V. 18. Pray for us, 
for we truſt we have a 
good Conſcience in all 
Things, willing to live 
honeſtly. 

V. 19. But I heſeech 
you the rather to do this, 
that I may be reſtored to 


you the ſooner. 


fable Glory: Is it Nor 
not then a bold and 


ſenſeleſs thing in me, Need 
to ſeek in my ſelf the Nhe 
means of praiſing WWp;., 
thee, and not to have noi 
Recourſe to him, that I Son 
knows all thy Glory; Nas! 


becauſe he alone is 
at thy Right Hand, 
as thy only beloved 
Son? My Mouth is 
defiled, my Lips pol. 
luted, my Heart cor- 
rupt and vile, my Spi- 
rit darkned and de- 
bas'd; but if I praiſe 
thee by the Mouth 
of thy Son, I ſhall 
then praiſe thee by 
that ineffable Ward, 
which the Tongue 


* 2 Core . 5. 
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neither of Men, or Angels is able to ex- 
plain. O incomprehenſible Word, the ex- 
preſs Image of the Living God! I oſfer up 
my Thanks to be by thee preſented to thy 
Father, whom thou ſo perfectly repreſenteſt, 
© Wl that in thee he ſees all his Beauties and Per- 
h fections; and confeſs that I cannot form a- 
t FW ny the moſt diſtant Apprehenſion of what 
d hon art in thy perfect ſelf. How conten- 
„ed am I, that neither my ſelf, nor any o- 
ther Creature, can worthily ſhew forth the 
6 Praiſes of my God; ſince I have the Ho- 
© Wnour and Happineſs to praiſe him by his 
t Son jeſus, in as high and holy a manner, 
as he is great and worthy to be praiſed ! 
JO ſeſus, who art my Praiſe to Godward, 
be thou for ever blefled, that thou haſt 
been pleas'd to lend me thy Mouth, to diſ- 
narge that Sacrifice of Praiſe, which I owe 
o him that demands it, and graciouſly de- 
lares that he is honour'd by it. I offer to 
nee all my Thoughts, Deſires, and Aﬀe- 
ions; that acting no more by, or for 
hemſelves, in this new Sacrifice; thou a- 
one may'ſt act both in and by them, for 
1s Glory, whom thou haſt always propos'd, 
is the laſt End of all thy Actions, both in 
Heaven and on Earth. 
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XI. 
| O God of Peace, 
| V. 20. Now the God appeaſe the War that 
of Peace daily rages in my 
Breaſt. My poor 
Heart is the Theatre of theſe bloody Trage. 
dies; it has ſcarce a Moment's Reſt, being 
rent and torn by thoſe rebellious Paſſions, 
which force it to delight in their unjuſt and 
cruel Acts. The falſe World makes me fair 
Promiſes of a pleaſing Peace; but this is no 
the Peace that I deſire, nor that which can 
allay the Troubles, whereof I thus com- a 
plain. In pretending to calm my Breaſt, 0 
it enrages it the more, and makes it their 
leſs capable of a Cure. To thee there tl 
fore, O Lord of Hoſts, I have Recourſe tl 
under the violent Attacks of thoſe power m 
ful Enemies, that are ſet in Array again 
me. Tis from thee, O God of Armies, 
that I hope for Victory and Peace, under 
my great Weakneſs and Inability to reſiſ 
This is too much indeed for a Sinner to rc 
queſt, who deſerves to be forſaken in: 
Danger, which he hath brought himſel 
into; and who for ſo long time hath ſup- 
ported the War, he ſo loudly complains 0: 
But this is not too much for him to 55 
that brought. again who in bringing fu 
from the dead mo 3 the dead our Lord J. 
Feſur, that great Shep- Jus Chriſt, the gies 
herd Her 
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Shepherd of the Ratio- 
nal Sheep, gives them 
the Boldneſs to beg 
4 Part in his Reſur- 
region, and in the 
Benefits of that New 
Covenant, which he 
hath ſealed with his 
Blood. Lord, I am 
one of thoſe fooliſh 
Sheep that have gone 
aſtray, and followed 
another Shepherd; 
or rather, have run 
into the Mouth of 
the greedy Wolf, 
that ſeeks to devour 
me. But pardon, 
Lord, my Blindneſs, 
excuſe my Igno- 
rance, and be not 
extreme to puniſh 
my paſt Ingratitude. 
divine Shepherd, 
who in Queſt of me, 


herd of the Sheep, through 
the Blood of the everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, 

V. 21. Make you per- 
feet in every good Work 
to do his Wil workin 
in you that which is 
well-pleaſing in his 
Sight, through - 
Chr:/t, to whum be Glo- 
ry for ever. Amen. 

V. 22. And I beſeech 

Jou, Brethren, ſuffer the 
Word of Exhortation , 
for I have written a Let- 
ter to you in few Words. 

V. 23. Know ye that 
our Brother Timothy is 
ſet at Liberty, with 
whom if he come ſhortly 
{ will ſee you. 

V. 24. Salute all them 
that have the Rule over 
you, and all the Saints, 
They of Italy ſalute you, 

V. 25. Grace be with 
you all. Amen, 


a laſt Sheep, haſt left the ninety and nine in 
the Wilderneſi; haſt ſought me carefully 
upon the Mountains, _ in the Valleys ; 
haſt calld aloud after me, and at length 
brought me upon thy Shoulders to the 


Flock ; Suffer not all thy Pains and Labour 
1 ro 
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to be loſt, and let not thine Enemy, from 
whom thou haſt taken me by force, poſleſ 
the Fruits of thy Victory. Waſh me again 
in the Fountain of that Blood, which ! 
have ſo ungratefully deſpis'd; and ſince! 
am under fo great a Diſability of doing 
good; endue me witn Strength and Power 
from above, and ſo ſtrongly and ſweetly 
change my Will by the Power of thy 
Grace, (which is the powerful Sweetnels 
of thy Love) that I may perform what 
thou commandeſt, without any manner of 
Reſerve, without the leaſt Trouble and 
Regret, without Interruption, and without 
Blemiſh. And yet all this is not enough; 
J have this farthcr Requeſt to make, that 
I may be able to do my Duty with Ala- 
crity and Joy, and with a pure Regard to 
thy Father's Glory, which is thine. Be 
pleaſed then to work in me the Works of 
Rightcouſneſs ; and to this End, convince 
me thoroughly that I can do nothing of 
my ſelf. Humble me under the Senſe ct 
my great Weakneſs, and at the ſame time 
let thy * Strength be perfeted in it. Pe- 


netrate into the bottom of my Heart with 


thy All-ſcarching Spirit: Move and ſhake 

it with thy Secret, but All- powerful 

Force; and give it a new Biaſs, that may 
A. 


— 


— — 
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ſtrongly incline it to its true and never: fail- 
ing Good. Enable me to do that, which 
of my felt I cannot do; and let that de- 
tired Power become as natural to me, as 
if it were my own : That in Eternity thou 
may*ſt crown thy own Gifts, and I may 
bleſs and adore thee t. an Eternity of 
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